
 

 

 HISTORIC DISTRICT 
 STUDY COMMITTEE 

MEETING AGENDA 
 
 

Bruce Bloomingdale, Loraine Campbell, Barb Chambers 
 

   
February 17, 2012 12:00 P.M. Historic Village 
   

 
 
1. ROLL CALL 
 
 
2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
 
3. ELECTION OF OFFICERS 
 
 
4. PRELIMINARY REPORT, APPLICATION TO DE-LIST A HISTORIC PROPERTY – 4820 

LIVERNOIS 
 
 
5. PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
 
 
ADJOURN 
 
NOTICE: People with disabilities needing accommodations for effective participation in this meeting should contact the City Clerk by e-mail at 

clerk@troymi.gov or by calling (248) 524-3317 at least two working days in advance of the meeting.  An attempt will be made to make 
reasonable accommodations. 

500 W. Big Beaver 
Troy, MI  48084 
(248) 524-3364 
www.troymi.gov 

planning@troymi.gov 
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PRELIMINARY REPORT 
APPLICATION TO DE-LIST A HISTORIC PROPERTY 

4820 LIVERNOIS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PREPARED BY HISTORIC DISTRICT STUDY COMMITTEE: 
Loraine Newman – Director, Troy Historical Museum 

Barb Chambers – Chairperson, Historic District Commission 
Bruce Bloomingdale – ZBA Alternate 
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A request to remove the historic designation of the property at 4820 Livernois was received 
from the present owner, Ashish Manek. 
 
The following is a Preliminary Report by the Historic District Study Committee. 
 
Description of Resource: 

4820 Livernois  
Referred to as the “Gregory-Belz House” in the Building-Structure Inventory Form 

 

 
 
Legal Description of 4820 Livernois: 

(Tax ID: 88-20-15-102-010) T2N, R11E, SEC 15 BELZAIR SUB NO 1 
OUTLOT C EXC THAT PART DESC AS BEG AT NE COR OF OUTLOT C, 
TH S 00-06-40 W 164.45 FT ALG E LINE OF OUTLOT C, TH S 89-46-10 W 
24.14 FT, TH N 00-00-16 W 97.30 FT, TH N 89-59-44 E 3.00 FT, TH N 00-00-
16 W 36.52 FT, TH S 80-03-40 W 3.04 FT, TH N 00-00-16 W 27.00 FT TO N 
LINE OF OUTLOT C, TH N 80-03-40 E 24.54 FT TO BEG 
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Historical Significance (Reason for Listing): 
According to the Building-Structure Inventory Form prepared by the Historic District 
Commission on August 1, 1986:  
 

“J. Gregory land granted entire 160 acres of NW ¼ Sec 15 Nov 22, 1823.  
They lived in the structure until 1875, selling to N. Barwise, who sold to G. 
Jennings in 1881, who sold to Henry Ackerman in 1886.  J. Belz acquired the 
property 1900 and raised a large family. 
 
The area remains as most of the structures remain and many apple trees that 
were planted to be three orchards.  Apples were taken across the corner to the 
old cider mill which is Troy’s one and only mill of any kind.  The cider press is 
still intact, and the old apple trees still overbear.  People from everywhere 
came to buy cider and vegetables.” 
 

Findings of Fact: 
Research on this property was conducted by Ray Lucas from the Troy Historical Museum.  
Mr. Lucas made the following findings: 
 

Based on various Troy Township census and assessment records, Jesse 
Gregory was the original owner of the property.  However, neither Jesse 
Gregory nor his heirs ever lived in the existing house. 
 
Based on various Troy Township census and assessment records, neither N. 
Barwise nor G. Jennings ever lived on the property.  Even if either family had 
lived on the property, neither family is considered historically significant.  
 
The earliest available map that included buildings was published in 1872.  This 
map does not show a building on the property.  Therefore it appears the house 
was constructed after 1872. 
 
Assessment records indicate that assessed value increased from $1,700 to 
$3,800 between 1879 and 1880.  Therefore, it appears the house was built in 
1879/1880. 
 
There may have been apple trees on the property at one time.  However there 
are no apple trees on the property today.  Additionally the cider press was 
located off of the property and therefore should not have had any bearing on 
the historic significance of the subject property. 

 
Applications of Standards: 
Chapter 13 requires that in order to eliminate a property’s historic designation, one or more 
of the following shall be shown: (1) The historic district has lost those physical 
characteristics that enabled establishment of the district; (2) The historic district was not 
significant in the way previously defined; and (3) The historic district was established 
pursuant to defective procedures.   
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Based on research conducted, the subject parcel meets all three of the standards: 
 
1. The historic district has lost those physical characteristics that enabled establishment of 

the district. 
The Building-Structure Inventory Form prepared in 1986 emphasized the significance of 
the apple orchard that was on the property.  The apple orchard no longer exists.  The 
cider mill, where the apples were processed, was located on a different property “across 
the corner”.  The cider mill no longer exists. 

 
2. The historic district was not significant in the way previously defined. 

The fact that apples from the orchard were processed off site does not make the site 
historically significant.  There were possibly numerous apple orchards in the area that 
provided apples to the cider mill.   
 
Although stated in the Building-Structure Inventory Form, neither N. Barwise nor 
G. Jennings ever lived on the property.  Even if either family had lived on the 
property, neither family is considered historically significant.  

 
3. The historic district was established pursuant to defective procedures. 

The Building-Structure Inventory Form prepared in 1986 did not specify the date of 
construction of the home, which appears to have been in 1979 or 1880.  It implies that 
the Gregory, Barwise and Jennings families all lived in the home, which is not the case.  
The home is incorrectly referred to as the “Gregory-Belz House”.  Additional research 
should have been conducted prior to designating the property as historically significant. 

 
Recommendation: 
It is recommended that the historic district designation for 4820 Livernois be eliminated.  
 
Attachments: 

1. Maps 
2. Building-Structure Inventory Form 
3. Certificate of Survey 
4. Letter from property owner 
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