
NOTICE: People with disabilities needing accommodations for effective participation in this meeting should contact the City Clerk by e-
mail at clerk@troymi.gov or by calling (248) 524-3317 at least two working days in advance of the meeting.  An attempt will be 
made to make reasonable accommodations. 

 

 

ANIMAL CONTROL 
APPEAL BOARD 

 MEETING AGENDA 
 

Jayne Saeger, Chair, Al Petrulis, Vice Chair 
Patrick K. Carolan, Patrick Floch, Gretchen Waters 

 
   

September 25, 2019 7:00 P.M. Lower Level Conference Room 
   

 
1. ROLL CALL 
 
2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES – May 2019 
 
4. HEARING OF CASE: 
 

A. 3559 EASTBOURNE, WILLIAM BROWN, JR.  – In order to keep 2 mini pot-bellied 
pigs, a waiver from the requirement that the property be at least .75 of an acre in size. 
The property is approximately .36 acres in size. 

 
5. OTHER BUSINESS  
 
6. ADJOURNMENT 

Planning Department 
planning@troymi.gov 

248.524.3364 
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February, 2012 
 

ANIMAL CONTROL APPEAL BOARD  
 
The Animal Control Appeal Board Appeals is a group of five of your neighbors or peers 
appointed by City Council to pass judgment on requests for appeals, interpretations, 
and other matters that are brought before them.   
 

PROCEDURE 
 
The Board will hear the items in the order that they appear on the agenda.  When an 
item is called, the Chair will verify that the petitioner is present.  The petitioner will then 
be given an opportunity to address the Board to explain the justification for the action 
requested. 
 
After the petitioner makes their presentation, and answers any questions that the Board 
may have, the Chair will open the meeting to public comment.  Any person wishing to 
speak on the request should raise their hand to be when recognized by the Chair.    The 
speaker should identify themselves with name and address, indicate their relationship to 
the property in question (i.e. next door neighbor, live behind the property, etc.) and state 
whether they are in favor of or against the request and give reasons for their opinion.  
Comments must be directed through the Chair.  Comments should be kept as brief as 
possible and closely pertain to the matter under consideration.  Only one person will be 
recognized by the Chair to speak at one time. 
 
After interested members of the public have spoken, the Chair will close the public 
comment.  Once the public comment is closed, no other public comment will be taken 
unless in response to a specific question by a member of the Board.  The Board may 
allow the petitioner to address or rebut public comments. 
 
The Board will then deliberate and make a motion to approve, deny, or postpone the 
request.  In order for the request to pass a minimum of three votes for approval are 
needed.  The decision of the Board is final.   



ANIMAL CONTROL APPEAL BOARD – DRAFT MAY 22, 2019 

1 
 

Chair Saeger called the Animal Control Appeal Board meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. on May 22, 2019 
in the Troy City Hall Lower Level Conference Room. 
 
1. ROLL CALL 

 
Present: 
Patrick Carolan 
Patrick Floch 
Al Petrulis 
Jayne Saeger 
  
 
Also Present: 
Paul Evans, Zoning & Compliance Specialist 
Nicole MacMillan, Assistant City Attorney 
Michael Szuminski, Troy Police Department 
 
MOTION by Petrulis 
SECOND by Carolan  
 
RESOLVED, to excuse Member Waters.   
 
Yes: All 
 
MOTION PASSED 
 
 

2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
MOTION by Carolan 
SECOND by Floch 
 
RESOLVED, to approve the agenda as submitted. 
 
Yes: All 
 
MOTION PASSED 
 

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
MOTION by Carolan 
SECOND by Floch 
 
RESOLVED, to approve the July 25, 2018 meeting minutes. 
 
Yes: All 
 
MOTION PASSED 
 

4. HEARING OF CASES 
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3273 TALBOT, STACEY BLESSING-BIELECKI, WAIVER REQUEST – In order to keep 6 
chickens, a waiver from the requirement that the property be at least .75 of an acre in size. 
The property is approximately .49 acres in size.  

 
Chair Saeger introduced the case and Mr. Evans provided an overview presentation. 

 
Chair Saeger asked the applicant to address the Board.  Ms. Blessing-Bielecki indicated 
that she wanted to use the chickens as a teaching tool for her young daughter.  The 
Board had no questions for the applicant. 

 
Chair Saeger opened the public hearing.  No members of the public spoke.  Chair Saeger 
closed the public hearing.  Mr. Evans summarized an e-mail sent by an area resident in 
favor of the request.  In response to Mr. Floch’s question, Mr. Evans advised the e-mail 
sender’s property is .83 acres in area. 

 
Board members asked the applicant to discuss their experience raising chickens, why 
she needed 6 chickens, the presence of fencing, and the breed of chickens.   

 
Citing no support from adjacent neighbors and his belief that the property size is 
considerably less than .75 acres, Mr. Carolan said he was not comfortable approving the 
request.  Mr. Petrulis and Mr. Floch agreed that the lot size was a concern for 
disapproving the request.  

 
MOTION by Carolan 
SECOND by Floch 
 
RESOLVED, to approve deny the request due to lot size. 
 
Yes: All 
 
MOTION PASSED 
 

5. OTHER BUSINESS – Animal Control Appeal Board 2019 meeting Schedule. 
 
The Board briefly discussed the 2019 meeting schedule, and accepted as presented..   
 

6. ADJOURNMENT 
 
Chair Saeger adjourned the meeting at 7:25 p.m. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
  
Jayne Saeger, Chair 
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Paul Evans, Zoning & Compliance Specialist 
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RESOLUTION TEMPLATE 
 
  
 
Moved by: 
Seconded by: 
 
RESOLVED, That the waiver request for [applicant name, company, address or location]  , for 
waiver of     [request]   ,  
 
Be granted for the following reasons: 
 
That the applicant has demonstrated: 
 
1. That the animals will be treated humanely and will not be neglected or treated with cruelty, 
 and  
2. The animals will be maintained in quarters constructed to prevent their escape, and  
3. That reasonable precautions shall be taken to protect the public from the animals and the 
 animals from the public, and  
4. That the animals will not be loud or likely be detrimental to the neighborhood. 
5. Other [indicate reason(s)] 
 
 
 
Be denied for the following reason(s): 
 
1. That the animals will may not be treated humanely and/or will be neglected or treated with 
 cruelty, and /or 
2. The animals will not be maintained in quarters constructed to prevent their escape, and/or  
3. That reasonable precautions have not been taken to protect the public from the animals and 
 the animals from the public, and/or  
4. That the animals may be loud and/or  
5. That the animals will likely be detrimental to the neighborhood due to [indicate reason(s)]. 
 and/or 
6. Other [indicate reason(s)] 

 
 
 
Be postponed for the following reasons: 
 
Yeas: 
Nays: 
 
MOTION CARRIED / FAILED 
 
G:\Animals\Animal Control Appeal Board\Resolution Template Animal Control Appeals Board.doc 







ANIMAL 
CONTROL BOARD 
HEARING; 
9/25/2019
OUR HAPPY FAMILY; NINA, WILLIAM, MISKO
& BATO



PIG PENS & HOUSING
HOUSE PET ARRANGEMENTS FOR MINI PIGS; INDOOR & OUTDOOR



NARRATIVE & PURPOSE OF REQUEST

• Our goal is to save our mini pigs from being removed from the city limits based on a lot size requirement of ¾ of an acre. Nina & I moved to Troy in June of 2018. We love this 
city and we visited several homes prior to coming to our decision to purchase in Troy. We enjoy the proximity to restaurants, shopping, and entertainment, while still being able 
to maintain some of the simpler joys of homeownership. Our neighborhood is quiet, peaceful, and welcoming. We have a wonderful relationship with all of our neighbors up and 
down Eastbourne and all have been more than happy to meet Misko & Bato (Our Pet Mini Pigs) and support us in our quest for a variance to the acreage requirement to keep 
pets classified as “livestock”. Our little guys differ from livestock in several ways. First, they make us no money… in fact they cost us quite a bit of money. They are not raised for 
labor, profit, or as food (slaughter). Their feed is not subsidized by any state or local government… their feed is taxed just like dog food or cat food, separating them from 
livestock (livestock feed is not taxed in any way). They are fundamentally different from livestock in more ways than just state regulations pertaining to feed taxes. Pigs are 
scientifically proven to be as intelligent and cognizant as a 4 year old human being. They are also considered to be the 4th smartest animal on Earth. Pigs are one of the most 
misunderstood and mistreated animals in the animal kingdom. Common misconceptions include but are not limited to the following; Pigs are dirty. Pigs stink. Pigs are lazy. The 
stereotypes surrounding this wonderful species run amuck in a society that has historically mistreated one of the most intelligent, emotional, trainable, developmental, and 
communicable animals on our planet. Misko & Bato are loving house pets whose tails wag when Nina and I return from work, demonstrating their capability to show and feel 
emotion, much like your cats and dogs. They differ from Hogs and Swine in so many ways we’d need an entire day for me to explain fully. For starters, they weigh only 40 to 50 
pounds each… much smaller than my previous pet, Walter the Sheepdog who weighed in at well over 110 lbs. and stood almost 3.5’ tall on all fours. In the coming slides, we will 
show proper housing and care is provided for our wonderful house pets at all times. They are never neglected or mistreated and arrangements have been made to care for them 
should we need to go out of town for work or play. Our neighbors have pitched in to assist in taking care of them in the past and we value their help as much as any pet parent 
can. Neighbors on Eastbourne Drive stop by regularly and ask to see our little guys because their pleasant oinking and calm demeanor bring joy to all that take the time to know 
and understand both Mikso & Bato. Documentation, micro-chips, neutering and medical records, psychiatric prescriptions for emotional support animals (ESA’s), and proper 
vaccinations are all provided in this presentation to reaffirm the Board’s confidence in our commitment to properly care for Misko & Bato and the importance we place on the 
protection of our fellow Troy residents. We love this city and we respect the rights of our neighbors to have a safe and peaceful neighborhood. All we ask is that we are allowed 
to keep our special pets who have become an integral part of our family unit.



PSYCHIATRIC PRESCRIPTION 
FOR STRESS & ANXIETY

• Psychiatric Note from Dr. Lila 
Massoumi, M.D., ABOIM

• Dr. Massoumi welcomes the 
opportunity to address any 
questions pertaining to Misko & 
Bato in relation to my mental health

• Dr. Massoumi’s qualifications are 
listed in the pictured document



MISKO HEALTH & 
VACCINATIONS

• Misko has received all vaccinations 
and was neutered to prevent 
unnecessary aggression

• Misko will celebrate his One Year 
Birthday on 9/17/2019 and he can’t 
wait for his strawberry banana 
smoothie treat

• Misko is currently 2.5’ long and 49 lbs.

• Additional Documentation available in 
Appendix A



BATO HEALTH & 
VACCINATIONS

• Bato has received all vaccinations and 
was neutered to prevent unnecessary 
aggression

• Bato’s first birthday was celebrated on 
6/28/2019 (Birth Certificate attached) 
and he received a strawberry-banana 
smoothie in celebration of his big day

• Bato is currently 2.5’ long and 30 lbs.

• Additional Documentation available in 
Appendix A



OUTDOOR PEN

• Purpose: Pigs need to have a place to be 
pigs… no matter how small they are, 
instinctually, they will always be pigs. They 
need to have an area designed to allow 
them the freedom to root and exercise. 
Fresh water source mounted to tree.

• Pen Dimensions: 10’ 7” Wide X 17’ 4” 
Long X 4’ High – Equipped with Latch and 
Lock to Prevent Escape

• Post & Rail Design with Poultry Net 
Interior



GARAGE PEN

• Purpose: Misko & Bato need shelter from the elements but also 
require fresh air and straw to keep their body temperatures 
regulated. Straw provides them warmth in the Winter and helps 
to keep them cool in the Summer (A Pig’s Natural Body 
Temperature is 102 Degrees Fahrenheit). Pigs cannot sweat so 
regulating body temperature is important. They are provided a fan 
at all times in the garage during the Spring, Summer, & Fall 
seasons. Because they cannot sweat, Pigs also never stink.

• Pen Dimensions: 7’ 10” Wide X 5’ 3” Long X 4’ High – Equipped 
with Latch & Lock to prevent escape & monitored 24-7 by 
SimpliSafe camera with two way audio so we can speak to them 
and calm them down if they are scared or upset in any way.

• Post & Rail Design w/built in litter box and pet bed for comfort –
Concrete floor provides a natural way to keep hooves at an 
acceptable length (Abrasive)



KITCHEN DINETTE 
PEN
• Purpose: During the cold Winter months an indoor, 

heated pen is required. This is also where Misko & Bato
spend the majority of their time, in our house as our 
house pets. The dinette is better repurposed for our 
situation as a mini pig pen where we can keep an eye on 
our little guys and keep them warm and cool as 
dictated by the seasons.

• Pen Dimensions: 6’ Wide X 6’3” Long X 3’ High –
Equipped with Latch & Lock to prevent escape & 
monitored by SimpliSafe camera with two way audio so 
we can speak to them if needed.

• Post & Rail Design w/mobile litter box and pet bed for 
comfort; Porcelain Tile Floor with RedGuard backing to 
make the area waterproof should they spill their water 
or have an accident during the day



BACKYARD

• Purpose: Fence – Should our pigs escape their outdoor pen, a 
permanent, professionally installed fence now exists on the 
property to prevent their escape from the backyard and to 
prevent our pets from running at large.

• Dimensions:  .40 Acre Lot

• Black Aluminum Design w/8’ Gate at Driveway equipped with 
Latch & Lock to prevent escape

• Cost: $8,000 w/Installation – This fencing was not present 
when the house was purchased… but we matched the design 
with our neighbors’ existing fence to avoid dissatisfaction with 
the addition.



APPENDIX A



APPENDIX B
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