Troy City Hall
500 W. Big Beaver

CALL TO ORDER:

ROLL CALL:

PROCEEDINGS :

TROY HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION
REGULAR MEETING

7:30 P.M.

October 5, 1983

The meeting was called to order at 7:45 p.Mm.

PRESENT: Stickel, Scott, Dill, Renshaw
ABSENT: Baron, Holdburg, Miller, Fellrath

Because of the lack of attendance, all regular business was suspended
except for the following item.

Item #4 - Site Survey

Mrs.

Scott presented a re-submittal on the Trowbridge House

with new evidence supporting the designation of this home as
historic:

1)

Under new ownership by Joy J. & Lawrence Ramaeker who
intend to live in it as their family home.

2) Mrs. Ramaeker has spoken with the neighbors and has
indicated no negative response to it becoming an
Higtoric District.

MOVED BY: Renshaw SUPPORTED BY: Dill

RESOLVED, That the dbew Site Survey on the Trowbridge House,
2955 Quail Run, Troy, Michigan 48084, be submitted to the
City Council for consideration as an Historic District.

Yeas:

All-4

Item #9 - Adjournment

MOVED BY: Dill SUPPCRTED BY: Renshaw

RESOLVED, That the meeting be adjourned at 7:49 p.m.

NEXT MEETING - NOVEMBER 2, 1983



Motion by:
Support ay:

The Troy Historic District Commission, after research and
investigation, have found that the structure located at 4800 Beach
Road is an excellent'gxampie.of z Graﬁdioso Country Farm house, which
was constructed circa 1826 and should be maintained as a Historic
District. Further this building embodies the characteristics which
are valuable for representation and designation of Historic Home.
-Therefore, we recommend to the City Council that it be included as

an Historie District:undeerhapter 13 of the Troy City Codes.




, For Offlce Use
BUILSING=STRUCTURE INVENTORY FORM
Michigan tlistory Division Theme
Michigan Department of State
Lansing, Michigan 48918
IDENTIFICATION
1. Building name ____Strawberry Hill Farm House
2. County __OQakland Town/City __TLOY Village
2. Street Location 2955 Quail Run
3. Ownership: a. Public ] b. Private XX
5. Present Owner Lawrence & Joyv Ramaeker Address___2982 Orchard Trail
8. Use: OQriginal Present
7. Accessibility to Public: Exterfor visible from public road: Yes XX] Ne ]
Interior accessible: Explain _Private Home
DESCRIPTION
8. Building a. clapboard J b. stone[] c. brick[(] d. board and batten
Material o, cobblestone ] f. shingles ] g. stucco(] h. other
§. Structural a. wood frame with interlocking joints ] b. wood frame with light members (ballcen tramey 33
Material ;  magonry load-bearing walls [ d. iron frame (] e. steel frame with curtain walls 7]
f. reinforced concrete ] g. other
10. Condition a. excellen¥X] b. good ] <c. fair(J] d. deteriorated ]
11. Integrity  a. original sit€®] b. moved ] if so, whent —_____about 1830
Notes on alterations and additions. with dates and architect. not known
Original owner had seven sons and four daughters. Fairly
well to do settler. Therefore the house was large to
start plus later owners were fair to do.
12. Related Qutbuildings and Property none
a. bam ] b. carriage house [ c. garage [ d. privy (J e. shed J
f. shop(J . greenhouse ] h. landscape features ] i. other
13. Surroundings of the Building
a. openiand ] b. woodland ] c. scattered outbuildings [T] d. densely built-up
@. commercial (] f. industrial 7 g. residentialX h. other
14. Photo ‘ 15. Map T ;fﬂ )l € Sec
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5. Interrelationship of Building and Surroundings .

Its a large large old house surrounded by trees and bushes and
surrounded by a modern subdivision

17. Other Notable Features of Building and Site

Has remained inside and outside without the redo which most
people try to do when they get an old house. It has 8 lamege
bedrooms with such things as butler pantry and maid quarters.
1g. Threats to Building None at this time.
a. none known[] b. zoning ] c. roads ] d. developers ] e. deterioration
f. other

SIGNIFICANCE (Indicate sources of information for all statements)

19. Architectural Significance : .
Date of Construction __2b0ut 1830 Architect Settler Steven Trowbrigdae

Builders, suppliers, stc. __SVR_Trowbridge

Notes on original plan and specifications:

Only that when SVR built his barn and had the neighbors for a
barn raising,he broke a jug of water over the top and shouted
"I christen you Strawberry Hill Farm"“.

20. Historical Significance: In that SVR was a prominent person and guide to
any settler seeking help and advice. He served as Troy Super-
visor and was a chose friend of Governor Lewis Cass. .

Both SVR and Zlizabeth his wife are buried in the cemetery closeby
There are many descendents still in the area.

See our copy of National Register of Historic places inventory-
on file in your office.

21. Sources (for primary and secondary sources, give complete facts of publication: author, title, place of
publication, date]:

Qakland County Liber Books: County Bldgz, Pontiac, Mich
Assessment Rolls: Troy Township, City of Troy

History of the Trowbridge family, copy in hands of descendant
Tax Records, Oakland County Records at Kresge Library U of M.

Prepared by _ Dorothy Scott - Troy Historic Digtrict Date Qctcher 5, 33

Organization -0y Historic District

VM-38 = 3/78



perance advocate, braved public opinion by declining to fur-
nish whiskey to the neighbors who had come to help him. e
went to the top of the frame carrvyling a bottle of water,
broke the bottle, and called out, "Strawberry Hill" by which
name the place was known thereafter. Bullt in 1830, the ele-

]
gant house had twenty rooms including eiqht bedrooms and a
large tenant house nearby. 1t was a structure befitting a
well-to-do landowner of that period.

Stephen Van Rensselaer Trowbridge was a close friend of

Michigan's Governor Lewls Cass, He was a Troy Supervisor for
a number of years and a member of the Territorial Legislature.
Governor Cass appointed Trowbridge to handle the annual pay-
menta which were made to the Indians. He held positions of

great responsibility with the Indian Department especlally with
respect to treaty monies pald for the extensive domain of
Michigan and Wisconsin. Mlis treatment of the Indians was so

fair and reasonable that he gained the confidence of the various <°—- .— zo- N -._:—< .—Qm@

Indian groups and the backing of the United States Government.

Other important posts held by Trowbridge Ilncluded Assessor of
Oakland County and Oakland County's First Coroner.

The discovery of copper in the lLake Superior country
started many new enterprises in mlning. At First the 1. 5.
Government leased the mines to companies which worked them, and
then paid a royalty to the Government. Mr. Trowbridge was ap-
pointed to a leadershlp position in this area and spent two sum-
mers at his headquarters in Sault Saint Marie. Later, Preaident
Zachary Taylor appointed him Mineral Agent of Lhe Lake Superior
Mines,

Stephen Trowbridge was an Elder of the Presbyterian

Church and a model citizen to his friends and neighbors. He

was affectionately known as "Uncle Steve". Feople would call
upon him for advice and he would often prepare last wills and
testaments for his fellow citizens. Although he was known to
have a quick temper, he was an outstanding community leader who
earned the respect and admiration of all who knew him. Stephen
Van Rensselaer Trowbridge died on March 4, 1859 at sixty-four
years of age. He is buried with his wife Elizabeth at the RBeach
Road Cemetery. Several of thelr children became prominent lead-
ers; one became a Misslonary in Turkey, another a Professor at
Columbia University; one was a leading merchant in Minnesota and

another was elected to the U. S. Congress. Guy T. Trowbridge re- STEPHEN VAN RENSSELAFR THOWBRIDGE AND
mained at Strawberry Hills Farm in Troy for several years, later

ac<h:ue0wo:whma.Ummqm:mw_.._umoﬁm:t_-.. Hnot_uwhma.Wmn».:nmmhmm ELIZABETH COMNKLIN TROWPBRIDOE
in the Trby area. . )

Published by: TROY HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION AND THEIR FAMILY - TROY, ML
Telephor , 524-3368 Ca 1858
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I understand that the__Steawberry Hill House
resource name

located at _2955 Quail Run » Within the city limits of

Troy, Michigan, County of Oaklandi and owned by us,
JLawrence & Jov Ramaeker » is being sudbmitted tc

the Michigan Department of State for inclusion in the state-

wide historic resource inventory and, potentially, for noaina-
tion to the State Régister of Historic Sites, I am aware that
no legal restrictions or allowances are conferred to the pro-
perty should the proposed site be found eligible for state
Registration by the lichigan Historical Commission, Therefcre,
ﬂa,;Lauzgngg;nghx_Bamagkg;L__, give ogrconsent to thne above
mentioned review and poteﬁtial nozmination to the Stéte degister

cf Historia\Sites
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