The Traffic Cormittee Meeting was held in the Lower Level Conference Roam,
Troy City Hall, on January 22, 1986, The meeting was called to order at
7:32 P.M. by Chairman Robert Hamna.

ITRM: 1 ROLL CALL
PRESENT : Sam Coleman
John Diefenbaker
Ted Halsey
Robert Hamna

Margaret Perry
William Rudel!

ABSENT: Arthur Cotsonika (Out of town on business)

Also present were the fol lowing:

Al Tibble, 783 Kirts Don Smith, 100 S. Main

Gordon Miller, 785 Kirts Marci Fielding, 1971 Larchwood
Bill Rulpa, 1760 Van Courtland Sue Ann Berbenchuk, 1971 Larchwood
Charles Liles, 2068 Van Courtland Julius Lowry, 3431 Talbot

Jack Klibbe, 2100 Van Courtland

and Richard F. Beaubien, Transportation Engineer
Lt. Richard Hay, Traffic Safety Division
Donald Mouch, Fire Inspector

ITEM: 2 MINUTES - DECEMEBER 18, 1985

Moved by Diefenbaker
Supported by Rudell

Recamend that the minutes of the December 18, 1985 Traffic Conmittee meeting
be approved as printed.

YEAS: 6 Coleman, Diefernbaker, Halsey, Hanna, Perry, Rudell

NAYS: 0

ABSENT: 1 Cotsonika

MOTION PASSED

ITEM: 3 VISITOR'S TIME

Gordon Miller and Al Tibble of the Capitol Hill Condominiums on Kirts Road
appeared before the Cammittee to express their concerns about the voluce and
speed of business traffic on Kirts Road between Livernois and Crooks. The
residents have difficulty getting out into traffic, especially from 8:30 to
9:30 AM and 3:30 to 5:30 P4, and mention was rmde of a recent accident. The
35 nph speed limit is not being observed and they fear for the safety of
children standing on the curb waiting for the school bus. They asked what
could be done temporarily until the widening project is completed, and sug-
gested a temporary stop sign on Kirts at Troy Center., They also questioned
the possibility of a traffic signal at Troy Center, or anywere between
Livernois and Crooks, in the future.

D-/
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Mr., Harma informed them that their concerns would be an item for consideration
at the next meeting on February 19, 1986. This would allow time for traffic
counts, gap and speed studies, and accident experience information to be
gathered which would indicate if warrants are met for any traffic control
devices in this area.

Lt. Hay noted that the recent accident involving a resident was the fault of
that resident as a result of not cleaning the car windows well encugh.

Moved by Halsey
Supported by Perry

Recamrend that Items 4, 6, and 8 be taken out of order.

YEAS: 6 Colemmn, Diefenbaker, Halsey, Hanna, Perry, Rudell

NAYS ¢ 0

ABSENT: 1 Cotsonika

MOTION PASSED

ITEM: 4 INSTALL "NO PARKING" SIGNS ON BOTH SIDES OF VAN (DURTLAND.

Jack Kilibbe, 2100 Van Courtland, appeared at the December Traffic Cammittee
Meeting to express his concern about vehicles parked in front of his house.
His experience has been that these vehicles tear up the grass adjacent to the
edge of the roadway and make it difficult for him to mintain attractive land-
scaping in front of his home.

"No Parking” signs are currently posted on the west or fire hydrant side
of Van Courtland only. Mailboxes are located on both sides of the street.
Adoption of a parking ordinance vhich affects only one residence has a
tendency to move any parking problem to an adjacent residence. Therefore,
when a parking problem on a residential street needs to be addressed, it is
usually more appropriate to establish a no parking zone of sufficient length
so that the problem is not merely relocated to an adjacent residence.

After considerable discussion of this problem at the Decerber Traffic
Cormittee Meeting, this item was tabled for one month to see whether
Mr. Klibbe's problem could be solved administratively. Section 8.1 of
Chapter 106, Troy City Code, states that, "A person shall not stand or park
a wehicle in a roadway other than parallel to the edge of the roadway headed
in the direction of lawful traffic mpvement and with the right hand wheels
of the wvehicle within twelve inches of the curb or edge of roadway . . ."

This means that motorists parking their vehicles on Van Courtland should be
parking them on the pavement instead of off the edge of the pavement near
the roadside ditch. This ordinance does not prevent vehicles fram parking
in front of Mr. Klibbe's home, but it does prevent them fram parking on the
grassy portion of the public right-of-way in front of Mr. Klibbe's home.
Because the current ordinance prohibits wehicles fram parking in the grass
adjacent to the edge of the roadway, it appears that the problem described by
Mr. Klibbe can be resolved without enacting additional parking regulations.
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Although Mr. Klibbe had signed in for the meeting, he talked with Lt. Hay
before the meeting and then left. Lt. Hay reported that he had explained
the ordinance to Mr. Klibbe at this time because when he had gone out to see
Mr. Klibbe about 15 times in the last oonth, he had not found Mr. Klibbe
at hape. He noted that there were no violations dbserved by the afternoon
officers vhen making their regular patrol. Mr. Klibbe was satisfied with the
explanation and will call if there are any violators. The police will then
send a car for citing. Mr. Klibbe will also be contacting the Streets Depart-
ment to request that his ditch be redug.

Charles Liles, 2068 Van Courtland, appeared before the Cammittee to express
opposition to any change.

Moved by Halsey
Supported by Dieferbaker

Recamend that no change be made to existing parking regulations on Van Courtland.

YEAS: ] Coleman, Dieferbaker, Halsey, Hanna, Perry, Rudell
NAYS: )
ABSENT: 1 Cotsonika

MJTION PASSED

Bill Kulpa, 1760 Van Courtland, arrived late for the meeting after Item 4 had
already been considered and a recamendation made., He waited until the end of
the meeting to say that he supported no change in the existing parking regu-
lations on Van Courtland.

ITEM: 6 ESTABLISH 35 MPH SPEED LIMIT FOR IARGHROOD, WEST OF JOHN B,

Lardhwood, west of John R, is a concrete street in the industrial area north
of Maple. It forms part of a connection between Maple and John R and serves
an area which is zoned industrial and, for the most part, contains industrial

development.

For industrial streets which serve a secondary thoroughfare function such as
Larchwood, west of John R, it has generally been the practice to recommend a
35 nph speed limit. This street is currently posted for a 25 mph speed limit.
This speed limit now appears to be unrealistically low.

Some citizens believe that the mere posting of lower speed limits within their
corporate boundaries will improve safety. Actually, competent surveys show
that it is the driving enviromment which mainly influences speed. Realistic
speed zones are of the utmost public importance for safe highways, if for no
other reason than that they give enforcement of ficers a handle for the control
of hazardous drivers without infringing upon normally safe drivers. Realistic
speed zones have the following benefits:

1. They invite public campliance by conforming to behavior of the great
majority and by giving a clear reminder to non~conforming violators.
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2. They offer an effective enforcement tool to police by clearly separ-
ating the flagrant violator fram the reasonable majority.

3. They tend to minimize public antagonism toward police enforcement of
unreasonable regulations.

4, They contribute substantially to the smooth orderly flow of traffic
vhich is a mjor factor in preventing highway accidents.

The foremst criteria for detemination of realistic speed limits are:

1. The 85th percentile speed of those actually driving upon the highway
segment in question.

2. The accident history of the area including analysis of the type and
apparent causes of accidents as well as location.

3. Traffic volumes.

4. Roadside and adjacent area development.

5. Design speed of a particular highway segment.

6. Detemnination of hidden hazards which might not be readily apparent
to even the normally "careful and prudent driver®.

Speed studies conducted on Larchwood, west of John R, on December 5, 1985
indicated an average speed of 34 omph and an 85th percentile speed of 40 oph.
The attached sketch indicates that there are very few accidents reported on
Austin, Larchwood, and Brinston during a typical year.

Because the observed speeds are at great variance with the current posted
speed limit and because it has been a practice to establish 35 wph speed zones
for secondary thoroughfares -particularly in industrial areas- we recommended
that a 35 nph speed limit be established for Larchwood, west of John R,

The attached letters were submitted to the Traffic Camittee for their review
- one in favor of and two opposing an increase in the speed limit to 35 nph
on Lardmood, west of Jolm R.

Sue Berbenchuk and Marci Fielding of 1971 Larchwood appeared before the Cam-
mittee to oppose a change in the speed limit because Larchwood is not all
industry. There are 9 houses and approximately 12 children on Larchwood,
which is a short street. They reported that traffic is heavy and fast, and
they felt that raising the speed limit to 35 mph would cause notorists to go
even faster. They requested a sign which would warn motorists of the residen-
tial area and/or children at play. When caming off of Austin onto Larchwood
where there are all businesses, motorists do not realize that there are houses
further on, closer to John R.

Mr., Beaubien indicated that there is not amy change in speed observed when
such signs are posted., However, when speed studies are made, it has been
observed that the one thing that slows traffic is the presence of children.
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The attached petition was submitted with 32 signatures fram both businesses
and residents recommending that no change be made in the existing speed limit
on Larcdwood, west of John R.

Moved by Rudell
Supported by Perry

Recamrend that no change be made in the existing speed zoning on Larchwood,
west of John R.

YEAS: 6 Coleman, Dieferbaker, Halsey, Hanna, Perry, Rudell
NAYS: 0
ABSENT: 1 Cotsonika

MOTION PASSED

ITEM: 8 INSTALL 4-WAY STOP AT HARTIAND AND TALBOT.

Mrs. Lowry, 3431 Talbot, called in November to express her concern about the
nurber of accidents occurring at the Hartland/Talbot intersection and the
amount of traffic using streets like Hartland and Talbot to aveid the
Rochester Road/Big Beaver intersection. She suggested the installation of a
4-way stop at Hartland and Talbot, installation of signs to prohibit through
traffic, and the installation of additional speed limit signs.

The Traffic Cammittee discussed concerns similar to those discussed by Mrs.
Lowry at its Noverber, 1985 meeting and concluded that this item should be
placed on the January, 1986 Traffic Committee Meeting Agenda. The Committee
further directed that traffic counts of streets adjoining the Big Beaver/
Rochester intersection be made after the construction project was carplete to
determine the impact on daily traffic volume levels,

The Big Beaver/Rochester intersection was opened to traffic on December 9,
1985, The carpletion of this road construction project has significantly
reduced traffic congestion in the area. The table below campares traffic
counts made at three key locations adjacent to the Big Beaver/Rochester
intersection before and after the opening of the Big Beaver/Rochester
intersection. This ccamparison indicates a noticesble reduction in daily
traffic volumes on adjacent streets after the opening of the Big Beaver/
Rochester intersection project.
DAILY TRAFFIC VOLIMES

LOCATION Nov. 26, 1985 Jan. 7, 1986
Hartland, West of Rochester 772 646
Kilmer, North of Big Beaver 1,078 875
Colebrodk, West of Rochester 1,632 1,260

During 1985 there were 3 accidents at the Talbot/Hartland intersection. All
3 accidents involved a wehicle which failed to stop for the stop sign on
Hartland resulting in a right angle collision. The accident on February 19,
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1985 can be partially attributed to slippery pavement. The accident on
October 11, 1985 involved a fatality. The driver of the wehicle traveling
eastbound on Hartland failed to stop for the stop sign and was struck by a
northbound wvehicle. After impact the first wehicle rolled over as it went
into the ditch on the northeast cormer. Secondary collisions between the
driver and objects within this vehicle resulted in the fatality. A collision
diagram for accidents at this intersection during 1985 is attached. There
were no reported accidents at this intersection during 1984 or 1983.

In response to a suggestion by Mrs. Lowry, an additional speed limit sign was
posted on eastbound Hartland, west of Talbot. Installation of a 4-way stop at
this intersection was not recammended., Installation of a multi-way stop is
warranted only when one of the following conditions exist:

1. ‘When traffic signals are warranted or urgently needed, the multi-way
stop is an interim measure that can be quickly installed to control
traffic while arrangements are being made for the signal installation,

2. An accident problem as indicated by 5 or mpre reported accidents of
the types susceptible of correction by a multi-way stop in a 12 month
period. Such accidents include right and left turn collisions as
well as right angle collisions, :

3. Minimm traffic volumes,

a, The total vehicular volume entering the intersection fram all
approaches must average at least 500 vehicles per hour for any
8 hours of an average day, and

b. The carbined wehicular and pedestrian volume from the minor
street or highway must average at least 200 units per hour for
the same 8 hours, with an average delay to minor street wvehi-
cular traffic of at least 30 seconds per wvehicle during the
maximm hour, but

c. When the 85th percentile approach speed of the major street
traffic exceeds 40 mph, the minimm wvehicular volure varrant
is 70% of the above requirements.

Although Julius Lowry, 3431 Talbot, had mailed the attached letter, he appeared
before the Committee to express his concerns. His wife and 5 year old son were
in an accident recently at Hartland and Talbot which totaled their car and two
weeks prior a girl was killed in an accident at this intersection because
motorists missed the stop sign.

Mr. Lowry stated that he can accept the accident and volume counts but in his
12-13 years of living there he has seen motorists zip by through the stop sign
at least 10 times. One person has been killed and two cars totaled. There
has also been a tremendous nurber of misses. He cannot understand why people
constantly miss the stop sign. A "No Parking" sign was in the way of the stop
sign but has been moved, and people still miss the stop sign. He suggested a
"Stop Ahead" sign because of the volume going through without seeing the stop

sign.
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Mr. Lowry requested a 4-way stop at Hartland and Talbot, and if a 4-way stop
ts installed, he suggested a "Stop Ahead" sign on Talbot also to warn people
of the newly installed stop sign.

Mr. Lowry said that there are often 4-5 cars together speeding on Talbot during
rush hours, both ways. It helped after opening the Big Beaver/Rochester inter-
section and after police enforcement, but has picked up again. There are no
stop signs on Talbot or Trarbley fram Big Beaver to Rochester. Another stop
sign at the intersection of Hartland and Ellenboro would help to protect the
children going to Wattles School and stop traffic twice, which will cause more
caut ion and/or decrease of non-local traffic. He questioned the possibility
of Local Traffic Only signs.

Mr. Hama explained that for stop signs to be effective, the driver must per-
ceive that the traffic device is there for his protection, and must be self
policing. If there is no opposing traffic, motorists only came to a rolling
stop or ignore the stop sign corpletely, Also, drivers tend to speed up to
make up for the time spent slowing down or stopping.

Mr. Halsey mentioned a possible reason for people avoiding the stop signs
which were put in all along Hartland when the old Big Beaver Road was put in.
Stop signs are posted on Hartland at Louis which is a dead end street and on
Hartland 2 blocks east of that (Frankton), which is also a dead end street.
Over the years, people have become camplacent.

Me. Lowry stated that a house and hedges obstruct vision at Hartland/Talbot.
The question was asked about a stop sign being enough, suggesting a hanging
blinking light to cause pecple to notice.

Mr. Beawbien indicated that a "Stop Ahead" sign is nore appropriate than an
electric signal. He coummented on the fact that there has been accident
experience only in 1985 and not in the previous two years. The Comnittee
attributed this to the streets being paved.

Mr. Lowry again noted the effectiveness when the police were there - scores of
tickets were issued, and motorists were timid for awhile. Mr. Halsey added
that the snow slowed down motorists for awhile, but when he was driving in the
area after the snow melted, he was passed while doing the speed limit. He
felt that maybe the best solution for the subdivision would be similar to the
signs posted on Wattles and John R - No Left Turn, 4-7 ™ off Big Beaver and
No Through Traffic, 7-9 AM on Rochester

Mr. Beaubien mentioned a left turn preventor (island) will soon be installed
with the widening of Big Beaver to 4 lanes with a center median fram Livernois
to Rochester and stated that No Through Traffic signs just advertise the way
to get through and are difficult to enforce.

Mr. Harmna wondered if pecple just got in the habit of cutting through. Lt. Hay
said that since the last meeting an officer has been in the area as service will
allow during rush periods. Before the holidays, 7-8 tickets and 5-6 warnings
were issued. Since the holidays, traffic is down with only 2 tickets and 3
warnings issued. Different officers are now saying that there is no problem,
both ways, through the subdivision and the volume is down tremendously. Maybe
people are getting out of the habit,
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Mr. Lowry again stated that the police were a better deterent than opening the
intersection. Vision is blocked and people don't stop for the stop sign on
Hartland at Talbot. He would prefer a school crossing rather than a speed
limit sign on Hartland at Ellenvboro.

Mr. Dieferbaker agreed that Trambley-Talbot is a long stretch, the school is
not visible and people are not aware that it is there. He requested a school
crossing sign at the intersection of Trambley and Ellemboro and a school
advance sign. He expressed the need for some way to break up the long haul
between Rochester and Big Beaver on Trambley-Talbot and to slow traffic.

Mr. Lowry feels that it is the most dangerous at the school crossing and recom-
mended a stop sign. Mr. Hamma camented that too mamy stop signs defeat the
purpose. A School Crossing sign and a School Advence sign, however, could be
instal led.

A motion was moved by Halsey and supported by Coleman to recammend that a
4~way stop be installed at Hartland and Talbot,

Mr, Harma asked if it might help to have a stop ahead sign on Talbot on the
north side of Hartland., Mr. Halsey did not see the need because he felt that
visibility was good on all 4 directions. Mr. Lowry was still concerned about
the house and hedges on the corner causing the stop sign to be missed.

Mr. Beaubien of fered another consideration - posting stop signs on Talbot and
taking them off of Hartland. He indicated having difficulty with a 4-way stop
because of the low volume and not meeting warrants for multiway stop.

Mr. Halsey said that he was happy with the motion he made. Mr. Diefenbaker
added that it was worth a try. Fire Inspector Mouch gave his personal obser-
vation. He said that those traveling east on Hartland stop at one dead end
street, then 2 blocks another, and by the third stop sign, they figure there
is no traffic. Mr. Lowry said the stop signs could be taken down on Hartland
at the intersections of the dead end streets but not on Hartland at Talbot.

Mr. Hanna advised the Cammittee to consider the 4-way stop at Hartland/Talbot
now and next month consider the other stop signs along Hartland.

Mr. Halsey felt that the stop signs may also have been put there to control
speed fran the high school, but 1 or possibly 2 could go. Mr. Hamna suggested
that Hartland be included on next month's agenda to review the signing along
the rest of the street.

Moved by Halsey
Supported by Coleman

Recarrend that a 4-way stop be installed at Hartland and Talbot.
YEAS: 6 Coleman, Diefenbaker, Halsey, Hanna, Perry, Rudell
MNAYS: 0

ABSENT: 1 Cotsonika

MOTION PASSED
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ITEM: 5 ESTARLISH 35 MPH SPEED LIMIT FOR AUSTIN.

Austin is a concrete street in the industrial area north of Maple and west of
John R, It forms part of a commection between Maple and John R and serves an
area which is zoned industrial and, for the most part, contains industrial
deve lopment.

For industrial streets which serve a secondary thoroughfare function such as
Austin, it has generally been the practice to recamrend a 35 oph speed limit.
This street is currently posted for a 25 mph speed limit. This speed limit
now appears to be unrealistically low.

Some citizens believe that the mere posting of lower speed limits within their
corporate boundaries will improve safety. Actually, competent surveys show
that it is the driving enviromment which mainly influences speed. Realistic
speed zones are of the utmost public importance for safe highways, if for no
other reason than that they give enforcement officers a handle for the control
of hazardous drivers without infringing upon normally safe drivers. Realistic
speed zones have the fol lowing benefits:

1. They invite public campliance by conforming to behavior of the great
majority and by giving a clear reminder to non-conforming violators.

2. They offer an effective enforcement tool to police by clearly separ-.
ating the flagrant violator fram the reasonable majority.

3, They tend to minimize public antagonism toward police enforcement of
unreasonable regulations.

4, ‘They contribute substantially to the smoth orderly flow of traffic
vhich is a mjor factor in preventing highway accidents.

The foramost criteria for detemination of realistic speed limits are:

1. The 85th percentile speed of those actually driving upon the highway
segment in question.

2. The accident history of the area including analysis of the type and
apparent causes of accidents as well as location.

3. Traffic volumes.

4. PRoadside and adjacent area development.

5. Design speed of a particular highway segment.

6. Determmination of hidden hazards which might not be readily apparent
to even the normmally "careful and prudent driver”.

Speed studies conducted on Austin on December 3, 1985 indicated an average
speed of 35 mph and an 85th percentile speed of 41 mph. The attached sketch
indicates that there are very few accidents reported on Austin, Larchwood, and
Brinston during a typical year.
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Because the observed speeds are at great variance with the current posted
speed limit and because it has been a practice to establish 35 oph speed zones
for secondary thoroughfares -particularly in industrial areas- we recammended
that a 35 nph speed limit be established for Austin.

The attached two notices were received in favor of increasing the speed limit
to 35 oph on Austin and submitted to the Conmittee for their review.

Sue Berbenchuk and Marie Fielding, 1971 Larchwood, expressed their opposition
to increasing the speed limit on Austin to 35 nph because of the mixture of
industrial and residential in the area.

Moved by Rudell
Supported by Coleman

Recamend that no change be made in the existing speed zoning on Austin,

YEAS 6 Coleman, Diefenbaker, Halsey, Hamma, Perry, Rudell
NAYS 0
ABSENT: 1 Cotsonika

MOTION PASSED

ITEM: 7 ESTABLISH 35 MPH SPEED LIMIT FOR BRINSTON, WEST OF JOHN R.

Brinston, west of John R, is a concrete street in the industrial area north of
Maple. It forms part of a comection between Maple and John R and serves an
area which is zoned industrial and, for the mpst part, contains industrial

development.

For industrial streets which serve a secondary thoroughfare function such as
Brinston, west of John R, it has generally been the practice to recoammend a
35 pph speed limit. This street is currently posted for a 25 nph speed limit.
This speed limit now appears to be unrealistically low.

Some citizens believe that the mere posting of lower speed limits within their
corporate boundaries will improve safety. Actually, campetent surveys show
that it is the driving envirorment which mainly influences speed.

Realistic speed zones are of the utmost public importance for safe highways,
if for no other reason than that they give enforcement officers a handle for
the control of hazardous drivers without infringing upon normally safe drivers.
Realistic speed zones have the following benefits:

1. They invite public campliance by conforming to behavior of the great
majority and by giving a clear reminder to non-conforming violators.

2. ‘They offer an effective enforcement tool to police by clearly separ-
ating the flagrant violator fram the reasonable majority.

3. ‘They tend to minimize public antagonism toward police enforcement of
unreasonable regulations.
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4, They contribute substantially to the smoth orderly flow of traffic
which is a major factor in preventing highway accidents.

The foremost criteria for determination of realistic speed limits are:

1. The 85th percentile speed of those actually driving upon the highway
gegment in question.

2. The accident history of the area including analysis of the type and
apparent causes of accidents as well as location.

3. Traffic volumes.

4, PRoadside and adjacent area development.

5. Design speed of a particular highway segment.

6. Determination of hidden hazards which might not be readily apparent
to even the normally "careful and prudent driver®.

Speed studies conducted on Brinston, west of John R, on December 3, 1985
indicated an average speed of 32 mph and an 85th percentile speed of 38 aph.
The attached sketch indicates that there are very few accidents reported on
Austin, Larclwood, and Brinston during a typical year.

Because the cbserved speeds are at great variance with the current posted
speed limit and because it has been a practice to establish 35 nmph speed zones
for secondary thoroughfares -particularly in industrial areas- we recommended
that a 35 nph speed limit be established for Brinston, west of John R.

The attached letter fram Stasys Maziliauskas was received urging that no change
be made in the existing speed zoning on Brinston, west of John R, and submitted
to the Committee for their review.

Sue Berbenchuk and Marie Fielding, 1971 Larchwood, expressed their opposition
to increasing the speed limit on Brinston to 35 mph because of the mixture of
industrial and residential in the area.

Moved by Rudell
Supported by Coleman

Recamend that no change be made in the existing speed zoning on Brinston,
west of Jolm R.

YEAS: 6 Coleman, Dieferbaker, Halsey, Hanna, Perry, Rudell
NAYS: 0
ABSENT: 1 Cotsonika

MOTION PASSED
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ITEM: 9 OTHER BUSINESS.

Mr. Halsey brought up the item to be considered at next month's meeting about
reviewing the signing along Hartland. He recommended that the residents be
notified before ramwving any signs.

Mr. Halsey asked about the Rochester/Elmwood signal. Mr. Beaubien related
that he had spoken with the Clawson Police Chief. Clawson is retaining the
signal at Rochester/Goodell and for now is no longer interested in a signal
at Rochester/Elmwood.

Mr. Hanna suggested that maybe the Committee should look at the Stephenson/
Rankin intersection again. Although the Cammittee had recammended to recon-
struct the intersection, Council turned it down. Mr. Beaubien said a report
on the 1985 accidents is being carpiled. Next nmonth, a look at the accident
experience at this intersection may indicate reconsideration.

Lt, Hay brought up the fatal accident at Rochester/Stephenson which occurred
at 5:30 AM. He said that he was not aware of this signal going to flash
operation at night. He feels that flashing lights are death traps. A review
of the signal timing for this intersection will be put on next month's agenda.

Mr. Hanna asked if the signal at Livernois/Kirts is an actuated light.
Mr. Beaubien said that it is, except during morning and afternoon peak hours.
Mr. Beaubien indicated that with the new pavement, the light goes through a
camplete cycle 24 hours per day because the detector has not yet been replaced.

Mr. Hanna questioned if there is enough right-of-way at Long Lake/Rochester
for an island., Mr. Beaubien answered that there is not enough and the possi-
bility of acquiring right-of-way for such has been considered but no action
taken.

Mr. Hanna wanted to know when the Cormittee can have a Study Meeting to dis-
cuss actuated, semi-actuated, etc. traffic signals again. He said that there
is enough new members and he needs a refresher. Although he will be gone
February 8-15, and Mr, Halsey indicated "not March", Mr. Hamna expressed that
it helps to have study meetings.

ITEM: 10 ADJOURD,

The Traffic Committee meeting of January 22, 1986 adjourned at 8:55 PM.

ct

cc: Traffic Conmittee Mearbers, Including Ex-officio Memrbers
/ Frank Gerstenecker, City Manager
W. Robert Semple, Assistant City Manager
Lt. Richard Hay, Traffic Safety Division

Att.



AGENDA
) TRAFFIC OMMITTEE MEETING

JANUARY 22, 1986 7:30 P.M,

LOWER LEVEL, CONFERENCE RCCM
TROY CITY HALL
500 W. BIG EEAVER ROAD

1. Roll Call.
2. Minutes = December 18, 1985,
3. Visitors Time.

4. Install "No Parking® Signs on Both Sides of Van Courtland.
(Requested by Jack Klibbe, 2100 Van Courtland)

@ Establish 35 mph Speed Limit for Austin.
6. Establish 35 aph Speed Limit for Larchwood, West of Johm R.
7. Establish 35 nph Speed Limit for Brinston, West of John R,

8. Install 4-Way Stop at Hartland and Talbot.
(Requested by Mrs. Lowry, 3431 Talbot)

9. Other Business.

10. Adjourn.

Traffic Conmittee Members, Including Ex-officio Members
Frank Gerstenecker, City Manager
W. Robert Semple, Assistant City Manager

cc

Lt. Richard Hay, Traffic Safety Division a/
All Addresses on Van Courtland VA Al

All Addresses on Austin y,

All Addresses on Larchwood, West of John R AG Ausriu

All Addresses on Brinston, West of Jolm R

Mrs. Lowry, 3431 Talbot 7Rsy



(b) Recammend that *No Parking" signs be jnstalled on the east side of
Van Courtland fram Robimwood to a poini 500 feet south of Robirwood.

(¢) Recammnd that "No Parking" signs be installed on both sides of
Van Courtland.

(d) Reccmrend that no change be made to existing parking regulations on
Van Courtland.

Establish 35 oph Speed Limit for Austin.

Austin is a concrete street in the industrial area north of Maple and west
of Jan R, It forms part of a cormection between Maple and John R and
gerves an area which is soned industrial and, for the wost part, contains
indusirial development.

For industrial streets which serve a secondary thoroughfare funetion such
as Austin, it has generally been the practice to recanrend a 35 oph speed
limit. This street is currently posted for a 25 oph speed limit. This
speed limit now appears to be unrealistically low.

Some citizens believe that the mere posting of lower speed limits within
their corporate boundaries will improve gafety. Actually, carpetent sur-
veys show that it i{s the driving envirorment which mainly influences speed.
Realistic speed zones are of the utmpst public inportance for safe high-
ways, if for no other reason than that they give enforcement officers a
handle for the control of hazardous drivers without infringing upon nor=
mally safe drivers. Realistic speed zones have the following benefits:

1. ‘They invite public carpliance by conforming to behavior of the great
majority and by giving a clear reminder to non-conforming viclators.

2. ‘They offer an effective enforcement tool to police by clearly separ=
ating the flagrant violator from the reasonable mjority.

3., They terd to minimize public antagonism toward police enforcement of
unreasonable regulations. :

4., ‘They contribute substantlally to the smoth orderly flow of traffic
shich is a major factor in preventing highway acclidents.

The foremst criteria for determination of realistic speed limits are:

1. ‘The 85th percentile speed of those actually driving upon the highway
segrent in question.

2. ‘The accident history of the area including analysis of the type and
apparent causes of accidents as well as location.

3, Traffic volumes.

4. Roadside and adjacent area developent.



5, Design speed of a particular highway segment.

6. Determination of hidden hazards which might not be readily apparent
to even the normally "careful and prudent driver®.

Speed studies conducted on Austin on December 3, 1985 indicated an average
speed of 35 oph and an 85th percentile speed of 41 =ph. The attached
sketch indicates that there are very few accidents reported on Austin,
Larchwood, and Brinston during a typical year.

Because the cbserved speeds are at great varlance with the current posted
speed limit and because it has been a practice to establish 35 mph speed
zones for secondary thoroughfares - particularly in industrial areas -
we reccmmend that a 35 nph speed limit be established for Austin.

SUGGESTED RESOLUTIONS

cmnd that a 35 oph speed limit be established for Austin.

(b) Recamend that no change be made in the existing speed zoning on
Austin.

6. Establish 35 mph Soeed Limit for Larchwood, West of John R.

Larchwood, west of John R, is a concrete street in the industrial area
north of Maple, It forms part of a carmect ion between Maple and John R
and serves an area which is zoned industrial and, for the most part,
contains industrial development.

For industrial streets which serve a secondary thoroughfare function such
as Larchwood, west of John R, it has generally been the practice to recan
mend a 35 mph speed limit. This street is currently posted for a 25 mph
speed limit. This speed limit now appears to be unrealistically low.

Some citizens believe that the mere posting of lower speed limits within
their corporate- boundaries will improve safety. Actwally, corpetent sur-
veys show that it is the driving envi rorment which mainly influences speed.
Realistlc speed zones are of the utoost public importance for safe high-
ways, 1f for no other reason than that they give enforcement officers a
handle for the control of hazardous drivers without infringing upon nor-
mlly safe drivers. Realistic speed zones have the following benefits:

1. ‘They invite public cazpliance by conforming to behavior of the great
majority and by giving a clear reminder to non-conforming violators.

2. They offer an effective enforcement taol to police by clearly separ-
ating the flagrant vioclator fran the reasonable majority.

3., They tend to minimize public antagenism toward police enforcexent of
unreasonable regulations.

4. They contribute substantially to the sopoth orderly flow of traffic
which is a major factor in preventing highway accidents.
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Clarklift ¢ Detroit, inc. {Eiﬂ 15 18

2045 AUSTIN STREET TSNS 0 J o
TROY, MICHIGAN 48083 23 ~e=m=-ece-csmecceo=---
(313) 528-2100

14 January 1986

City of Troy

Traffic Committee
Troy City Hall

500 W. Big Beaver Road
Troy, Michigan 48084

Reference: Traffic Committee Meeting
January 22, 1986
Agenda [tems S and 6

Dear Sir/Madam:

I cannot attend the subject meeting, so I thought I would write you
with my thoughts on agenda items 5 and 6, being an increase in the
speed limit on Larchwood and Austin Streets.

My business is at the correr of Larchwood and Austin, and I strongly
favor increasing the speed limit on both streets to 35 mph.

Respectfully,
CLARKLIFT UF DETROIT, INC.

cd/éf e’

W. A. Taggart
President

WAT/mjh
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Instrument

[I . Epeci_alties

1886 Larchwood
Tray, Mich. 4808 Inc.

January 21, 1986

City of Troy

Traffic Engineering Department
500 W. Big Beaver Road

Troy, MI 48084

Attn: Dick Beaubien
Dear Dick:

Concerning the Traffic Committee Meeting and the suggestion to
establish a speed 1limit of 35 mph for Larchwood, West of John R,
I am opposed for the following reascons:

1) The area still remains partially residential with small
c¢hildren playing nearby.

2) larchwood is used as a shortcut to aveid the John R and
15 Mile Road intersection and increasing the speed limit
could increase the amount of traffic trying to avoid that
area.

3) The traffic traveling well over the current posted speed
limit would most likely travel over the new posted speed
limit as well. :

With regard to the above reasons, I would recommend that no
change be made in the existing speed limit.

Sincerely,

, ’574 -7 7 N :
S .f__’gl_é/ witr”
Wn. L. Edwards
President
WLE:1m

(313) 689-0176
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Tos SITY OF T30Y ¥ -Attentlon of JSity warazer
For Traffic Jomnittee leeting on Jazuary 22,1986

Urslnz that no change be made 1rn the exlsting 3peed zouing on

larcawood ,west of Jomn R,and 04 3rinston,wet of Jonn R,beczuse:

1. This larchwood is xincy,and all adjoining nelghoors did voting,

at maving thls street,for waintalning its old zirked shapejolus
a crossing street 3ellingoam,zlready udving neavy treffic North |
through & bottle-neck of Eellingznam,only 25"' wilde,frecueatly
interupting traffic huge traeller-trucxs strugglinz 1n and out
fror too 1ittle truck-well at the end of 1805 Larcawood tullding.
Moreover,this bottleneciinz worsened usre,wien Cliy allowed sald
tuilding structurally to connect to next large West of 1805 Larch-
-wood,traffiking to Bellingham 3t.,always short of ecarzing staces,
waen already earller the 21ty zranted varlances for 1ts garsing
spaces.

vy proverty have been dany times damazed,and one 2eavy accldent
demolisned o sectlon of my bullding{Jollce Iezort £2-25419).
“apchwood 13 unsuitable to be a secondery thoroushfare Yecauase af
described situation and beinz unlighted street,no troflile ligata
at interchzaze of Joln X.

2. The Brinston 3t. 1ls even shorter than larcawsod ,anad also very
affected by said bottlenaciuiag of 3ellinghec St.,a2nc under tuose
conditions higner sgeed 1s crohlbltive.

It 1s hard to understand,why City allow to cverculild tais
1805 Larcnwood orogerty so,that not only nelghbors are suffering

tut thousends of encangersd or ilnconvenient travelers,as well.ads
- e ‘.r ' J'. - -
. -::',-_ S ! Rl st o M
‘/ ;. (’;. ?

3tasys irazlllisuazasg
1€13 larehwood Ave.
Troy,i.lcalzan LECE3

January 17,1286 //
e

Tecelved bY‘.{ﬁ N L
L "',f‘é-s

,
s



- Items 5, 6 & 7

1985 ACCIDENTS-
BRINSTON, LARCHWOOD, AUSTIN
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January 20, 1985

Traffic COmmittee
City of Troy

500 W. Big Beaver Rd.
Troy, Michigan 48083

Gentlemen:

With reference to the January 22, Traffic Committee Meeting:

I had thought that this meeting was to be one 1n which we could
present our ideas and requests. Apparently it 1s a monthly
meeting where a vote will be taken on items on the agenda.

Concerning item #8, we had merely mentioned this as one of our
concerns when we had called. There are many more concerns.

We have over 1-1/2 miles of unimpeded paved street on Trombley
and Talbot. This "thoroughfare" is now treated as a super
highway bypass by a tremendous number of motorists.

I am aware of the traffic pattern tests which were run here
recently. I do not beiieve that the conalusions drawn from these
tests are valid.

- First: Scores of speeding tickets were issued here
before the tests.

- The above tfckets and police pressure caused a temporary
Tull 4n the traffic volume.

- In any event, it verifies that the majority of the traffic
here is not local, and that something should (and can), be
done to correct the problem.

- These motorists are exceeding the speed limit, often, by
far more than 15 miles per hour. We need stop signs,
children playing signs, a school crossing sign, more speed
1imit signs, four way stops, and stop ahead signs to help
discourage and slow down, the non-local traffic.

- It is not uncommon to see 3 or 4 non-local cars, racing
in a pack down this 1-1/2 mile "thoroughfare". Unfortun-
ately these are the times when the children are usually on
the streets.

- 1?11? not uncommon to be passed by a car far exceeding the

mit.

We certainly would like to see the 4 way stop (referred to in item
#8 of the agenda) installed. However, much more needs to be done.



Page 2

I might mention that the accidents referred to don't even begin
to indicate the severity of the problem. I'm sure that everyone
on the street has had several near misses at the corner in question.
1 have had visiting company nearly get clobbered. We personally
have had several close calls at that corner. Most of the close
calls happened when the traffic volume was even less than at present.

1t certainly 1s not the fault of the homeowner, but at least one
house on that corner is too close to the corner (per modern
building code), and the hedges alone cut off oncoming vision.

I hope to be able to submit something more comprehensive before
the meeting. If I cannot get to it, I would appreciate the
opportunity to do so before the next meeting.

We are concerned about the high rates of speed, the unusually
high percentage of non-resident traffic, and the danger we all
face as a result. It has to be a rare thing to have a 1-1/2
mile section of high density residential side street, with no
stop signs (or other signs mentioned). But, also, our situation
is worse, since it affords a natural (high speed), bypass around
the 16 Mile Rochester intersection.

Very truly yours,

Julius C. Lowry i

JCL/Kk1

3431 Talbot
Troy, Michigan 48083
{313) 524-9459



CQLLISION DIAGRAM

fé'f&‘/aﬂaf '
( NAME ' .

[0-31-8S 3-F0 A -Lry

2+11-85 €

fo-y-F5 Z18 . iy

Y

~
3

~
N

{ NAME)

TYFES- OF COLLISIONS . I

e NOVING VEHISLE
=] PaRxSD VERGE

i FEAR EHQ
—pipm  HELD N
,;::mmvc

f*-— MGHT "ANGLE

L SAFE AN3 THE

g A o] QUT &F CSNTRSL | 7 weaTHER AW A248
®  FATAL | e T UMM ARTHST ¥ UNUTUAL
Q INEKY ) caxarms4 CngTER.
\TERSECTION S it So 2T ad T/t
PERIOD /o ~oiziZAs: FRQM oy, 28t _Dar L2EST
g KO de /2T -A5

A '}44’«://}":-'/’5‘5' e

/9 E

SHOW FOR EACH ACCIDENTH;




