/

The Traffic Committee meeting was called to order at 7:35 p.m. in the Lower Level
Conference Room of Troy City Hall on March 17, 1999 by Vice-Chair Michael Palchesko.

1. Roll Call

PRESENT:
Michael Culpepper
John Diefenbaker
Ted Halsey
Michael Palchesko

ABSENT: Arthur Cotsonika
Jan Hubbell
Charles Solis

Also present were the following:
6. Rick Marshall, 1730 Chatham

7. Dennis Smoke, 4321 Clarke
William Guilbert, 4335 Clarke
Ed Barr, 4295 Clarke
Brian Nufer, 4276 Clarke
Bob Andonisio, 4281 Clarke
Cathy Callis, 4304 Clarke

8. Frances Williams, 820 John R, Apt. 412

and Lt. Robert Matlick, Fire Dept.
John Abraham, Traffic Engineer

2. Minutes - February 17, 1999

Moved by Diefenbaker
Supported by Culpepper

That the minutes of February 17, 1999 be accepted as printed.

YEAS: 4
NAYS: 0
ABSENT: 3
MOTION CARRIED
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Motion to Excuse

Moved by Culpepper
Supported by Halsey

That Mr. Cotsonika, Ms. Hubbell, and Mr. Solis be excused.

YEAS: 4
NAYS: 0
ABSENT: 3

MOTION CARRIED

3. Visitors' Time

No one appeared to address the Committee on any items not on the agenda.

Motion to take Items Out of Order

Moved by Diefenbaker
Supported by Halsey

To take items 6, 7 and 8 out of order.

YEAS: 4
NAYS: 0
ABSENT: 3

MOTION CARRIED

6. Install Multi-way STOP Signs at Caliper and Chatham

Mark Blazevic of 1561 Martinique, has suggested the installation of STOP signs at the
intersection of Caliper and Chatham as a means of reducing the speed of traffic. Mr.
Blazevic reported that he has had many 'near miss’ accidents in the neighborhood
related to high speeds by younger drivers. He felt that STOP signs at Caliper and
Chatham may help regulate traffic better and make the area safer.

City of Troy experience has been that STOP signs are not effective in controlling
speeds on residential streets. The attached article from {TE Journal describes thi.
experience.
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If STOP signs were to be installed at Chatham and Caliper, 2 multi-way stop would be
created. Installation of a multi-way stop would be warranted under one of the
foliowing conditions:

o Where traffic signals are warranted and urgently needed, the multi-way stop is an
interim measure that can be installed quickly to control traffic while arrangements
are being made for traffic signal installation.

¢ An accident problem as indicated by five or more reported accidents of the type
susceptible of correction by a multi-way stop during a twelve month period. Such
accidents include right and left tum collisions as well as right angle collisions.

The intersection of Caliber and Chatham does not meet any of the above
requirements.  First, a traffic signal is not warranted at the location. Secondly, the
traffic accident experience, for the past three years, shows no accidents at the
intersection. Further, the traffic volumes on these streets were found be well within
the range of volumes for the City of Troy residential streets (300-3000 vehicles per
day). The traffic volumes were 597 vehicles per day on Chatham and 1425 vehicles
per day on Caliper. A sight distance study was also performed for the intersection.
The sight distances from all approaches were determined to be adequate for 25 mph
speeds. There were some sight obstructions when traveling north on Chatham,
however, Caliper dead ends on Chatham, which would give Chatham the right of way
at the intersection, and therefore these sight obstructions are not of much concem.

Rick Marshall, of 1730 Chatham, lives on the comer of Chatham and Caliper. He toid
the committee that he does not want a STOP sign installed right in front of his house,
since a STOP sign may result in bottles/garbage being discarded in his yard by people
stopping at the STOP sign. He suggested that if the residents really want to slow
down traffic they could have a STOP sign at Martinique and Chatham. No one else
appeared to address the committee on this item.

Moved by Halsey
Supported by Diefenbaker

Recommend that STOP signs not be installed at Caliper and Chatham.

YEAS: 4
NAYS: 0
ABSENT: 3

MOTION CARRIED
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7. Install 3 Way STOP Signs at Reilly and Clarke

Brian Nufer of 4276 Clarke requested all-way STOP signs at the intersection of
Reilly and Clarke. The intersection has three roadway approaches and the fourth
leg is a pedestrian walkway leading to Costelio Elementary School.

Clarke is a 0.6 mile long road that begins at Shallowdale and ends at Eleanor.
Reilly intersects Clarke at a point just west of Eleanor. Due to the landscaping
and houses, the pedestrian walkway cannot be seen by eastbound traffic.
However, there are "Pedestrian Crossing” signs on both approaches of Clarke to
Reilly. -

A speed study was performed and indicated that average approach speeds on
Clarke were around 29 mph when children were not around. The approach
speeds averaged 19.5 mph when children were around.

A pedestrian study was performed at the intersection during school dismissal time
(3:35 p.m.). Eleven pedestrians crossed Clarke to get to Reilly. There were
safety patrol students at the intersection; however, they did not wear their safety
vests and were not found to be very attentive. On many occasions, children
darted out onto the street and ran across Clarke. Safety at the intersection can be
enhanced by training the safety patrol to be more attentive to the traffic.

Traffic volumes on Clarke west of Reilly were 971 vehicles per day, and on Reilly
south of Clarke, 773 vehicles per day. There were around 90 vehicles that used
the intersection between 3 p.m. and 4 p.m.

Mr. Nufer feels that having STOP signs at the intersection will enhance safety of
the pedestrians walking to school. Discussions with the Costello Elementary
School staff revealed that the school is encouraging more students to walk to
school since they have a parking/traffic circulation problem at their school.

There have been no traffic accidents at the intersection between 1995 and 1997.

At the February 17, 1999, Traffic Committee meeting, Dennis Smoke of 4321
Clarke reported that he is concemed about the safety of the children and that it
was at his request that the City installed pedestrian crosswalk signs and
pavement markings. He estimates around 25 kids crossing the intersection during
warm weather.

Bob Boehle of 4313 Reilly indicated that installing STOP signs would make for too
many traffic control devices in the area. He also pointed out that this would be a
mid-block STOP control, and that it may have very low compliance.
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Mr. Diefenbaker referred to the comments of the traffic engineer that the safety
patrol was not functioning effectively and suggested referring this item to Gary
Wood, principal of the school.

One of the residents indicated that they received the notice for the meeting very
late and also that many neighbors have not received notices. Ms. Hubbel
suggested that this item be tabied to the next meeting of the Traffic Committee to
allow sufficient notice to the residents.

Gary Wood, principal of Costelio School, was informed about the situation (see
attached letters).

Dr. Abraham said that Mr. Wood has reminded the safety patrol kids of their
responsibilities, and from his observations, are doing a better job of controlling
pedestrian traffic. If this is not sufficient, the next step would be an adult crossing
guard. An engineering study would have to establish need for this.

Brian Nufer, Dennis Smoke, and William Guilbert addressed the committee. They
are also concerned about the safety of children when school is not in session.
Children cross these streets to get to the soccer fields, play hockey in the streets,
and there are also a lot of small children in the neighborhood.

Mr. Halsey pointed out that streets are not playgrounds, they are there to
accommodate traffic.

Mr. Smoke said that there is a 1.2 or 1.3 mile stretch of road with no STOP or
YIELD signs (Shallowdale, which runs into Clarke) off Rochester Road, with a lot
of cut-through and speeding traffic, much of it from the high school. He feels that
STOP signs would at least slow down traffic.

The residents also said that the police are often in the area, but on Lamb and
Hamman.

Moved by Diefenbaker
Supported by Culpepper

Recommend no changes at Reilly and Clarke.

YEAS: 4
NAYS: 0
ABSENT: 3

MOTION CARRIED
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Install Traffic Signal at Grand Haven and John R Road

Ms. Frances Williams of 920 John R requested that a traffic signal be installed at
the intersection of Grand Haven Drive and John R Road. Ms. Williams explains
the difficulties expenienced in making left turns out of Grand Haven and other
problems, in her attached letter.

John R Road is a county road and Grand Haven is a private road. As seen in the
attached drawing, this intersection is around 950 feet north of the signalized
intersection of Elliott and John R. Directly to the south of Grand Haven is
Lovington Drive, which is also a private street, and to the north is Technology,
which is a public roadway. The Road Commission for Oakland County (RCOC)
has jurisdiction over John R Road and initial discussions with RCOC officials
indicate that if a signal were to be approved and installed, the RCOC may not
participate in the cost of installation and maintenance since Grand Haven is a
private street.

A complete traffic signal warrant analysis was performed at the intersection to
determine if the location warrants a signal. Traffic volumes on Grand Haven and
John R were taken and found to be 1,968 vehicles per day on Grand Haven and
41,018 vehicles per day on John R Road. Traffic volume on Technology Drive
was 3,000 vehicles per day. The maximum traffic out of Grand Haven was
around 11 a.m. to noon, and the other peak use was at 2 p.m. On John R the
peak traffic hours were 7-8 a.m. and 4:30-5:30 p.m.

Since Grand Haven is a drive leading to multistoried apartments, with a large
number of residents, the traffic volume on Grand Haven was corrected to be
3,000 vehicles per day for purposes of this study. This is to account for any
variation in traffic volume due to the wintry weather.

An analysis of the traffic volume warrants indicates that none of the warrants were
met for this location. An analysis of the traffic collisions at the intersection
indicates that the collisions that could have been avoided if a traffic signal had
been present at the location were:

1998 1 from Grand Haven
3 from Lovington

1997 2 from Grand Haven
1 from Technology
1 from Lovington

1996 1 from Lovington
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The traffic accident warrant states that an average of five correctable accidents
per year in a three year period will warrant the installation of a traffic signal;
therefore, the traffic accident warrant is also not met for the intersection. Further,
haf-mile spacing is deemed ideal for efficient traffic operations. This location is
very close to the signalized intersection of John R and Elliott (less than 1/4 of a
mile). Thus, the intersection does not meet any of the traffic signal warrants as
required by the Michigan Manual of Uniform Traffic Control Devices.

Ms. Williams appeared before the commitiee and read a letter (copy attached)
reiterating her concems. She also presented a copy of a petition with 448
signatures and copies of approximately 125 letters from concemned citizens

Several Traffic Committee members drove to the site to investigate. The
committee members feel there is a serious problem at this intersection, and
suggested several alternative solutions, such as:

Aligning Grand Haven with Technology, where there is currently a signal.

Putting a traffic signal at Grand Haven and John R. However, due to the
close proximity of Technology and Grand Haven there would be constant conflicts
in the center lane with motorists trying to tum left into both roadways. This would
result in more crashes.

Mr. Halsey pointed out that there is a county drain on the north side of the
complex, and wondered if a road or driveway could be developed on that
property. Mr. Culpepper said there is an office building in the way.

Mr. Diefenbaker wondered if Grand Haven could be extended eastward to
connect with Milverton, which heads north to Maple. This had been suggested in
the past and residents in the Milverton area objected. Further, it would not help
Grand Haven residents who want to go south.

The City could also investigate the possibility of obtaining a cross-access
easement with Canterbury Square apartments to the east, to allow access to
Elliott where there is an existing traffic signal.

The center island could be extended northward to provide for indirect left
turns. This could require acquisition of right of way to widen John R.

There is a third senior residence being constructed on Grand Haven. Mr.
Culpepper commented that Grand Haven might possibly become a public road
when the third building is completed.
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Mr. Diefenbaker suggested a temporary ban on left tums out of Grand Haven. Mr.
Abraham reminded the committee that the City can't post regulatory signs on
private roads.

Moved by Culpepper
Supported by Haisey

To request that City Council recognize this unique situation, look at it in a
comprehensive manner and consider the following alternatives:

a. Align Grand Haven and Technology Drive and install a signal at the
intersection.

b. Install a traffic signal at Grand Haven and John R.

c. Negotiate a cross-access easement from Grand Haven through Canterbury

Square apartments to Elliott Street.

d. Extend the center median northward to provide for indirect left tumns.
YEAS: 4
NAYS: 0
ABSENT: 3
MOTION CARRIED

4, Install 4-way STOP Signs at the Intersection of Wilshire and Magna
Corporation Driveways.

Magna Corporation built the new facility north of Wilshire Drive, creating a four way
intersection at the 90 degree curve Wilshire had previously. Wilshire’s connection to
Big Beaver has a wide median that continues onto the Magna Corporation driveway.
On the east-west leg of Wilshire connecting to Crooks, the street has four lanes.
When construction traffic started using Wilshire to get into the Magna Corporation
site, due to the geometric design of the intersection, there was considerable confusion
tfo traffic that was not familiar with the intersection functioning as a four legged
intersection. The traffic engineer was alerted to this ‘hazardous' situation. A traffic
study showed a number of near miss accidents at the intersection. The sight
distances were not adequate, particularly for northbound vehicles, and the new traffic
patterns confused the motorists. Therefore, a temporary traffic control order was
issued to install temporary 4-way STOP signs at the intersection.

After installation, an evaluation of the traffic conditions indicated safer traffic flow at
the intersection. Traffic volumes indicated that the north-south leg of Wilshire carries
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around 3000 vehicles per day. A spot speed study on Wilshire also indicated speeds
ranging from 20 mph to 45 mph. As per the MMUTCD, the intersection comes close
to satisfying the minimum vehicular volume warrant and has inadequate sight distance
which may force motorists to reduce speeds approaching the intersection to less than
15 m.p.h.

A Temporary Traffic Contro! Order (98-01-SS) was issued on 9/30/88 to install
temporary 4-way STOP signs at this intersection.

No one appeared to address the committee. Mr. Halsey commented that the STOP
signs appear to have solved the problems at this location.

Moved by Halsey
Supported by Diefenbaker

Recommend making the temporary STOP signs at the intersection permanent.

YEAS: 4
NAYS: 0
ABSENT: 3

MOTION CARRIED

5.

Install STOP Signs on Cadmus and Delta at Shelldrake

Shelidrake is the major residential road from South Boulevard and carries higher
volume. Traffic volume studies indicate Cadmus to have a volume of 760 vehicles per
day while Shelldrake carries around 1400 vehicles per day. A sight distance study
indicated substantial sight obstructions on the northwest and northeast comers. the
obstructions on the other two quadrants are predominantly shrubs that may be
trimmed. Due to the sight distance concemns, traffic operations may be improved at
the intersection by STOP signs on Cadmus and Delta at Shelldrake.

No one appeared to address the committee on this item.

Moved by Culpepper
Supported by Diefenbaker

Recommend no changes at this location.
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YEAS: 4
NAYS: 0
ABSENT: 3

MOTION CARRIED

9. Other Business

Mr. Haisey asked the Traffic Engineer the criteria for installing STOP signs at the
exits of private parking lots. Mr. Abraham explained that it is not a city function to
regutate parking lot traffic.

10. Adjourn
The next meeting is scheduled for April 21, 1999.

Moved by Halsey
Supported by Diefenbaker

To adjourn the meeting at 8:55 p.m.

YEAS: 4
NAYS: 0
ABSENT: 3

MOTION CARRIED
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Traffic cngineering ix a
relatively new profession and”
many communities need
guidance in this speciaity field
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Speeding On Residential
Streets

Local government officials receive
numerous complaints about vehicles
traveling at a high rate of speed on residential
streets. The complaints are accompanied by
an understandable concem for the safety of
residents along the street, particularly chil-
dren.

In one suburban Detroit community, traffic
studies related to this problem have shown
that:

I. Approximalely 75% of the citations
issued for speeding on residential streets

are issued to dnvers who live in the neigh-
borhood.

2. Approximately 70% ol the traffic on
residential streets is generated by
vehicles based i the neighborhood.

3. Drivers unfumiliar with the neighbor-
hood tend 1o travel am a slower e of
speed than residents who drive the streets
every day.

These studies indicate that the most effective
way to control speeding on residential streets
is through the coliective action of a Home-
owners group. Some communities in Oakland
County have found that publication of

‘Local

VOLUME 1, ISSUE 1 » MARCH 1!

speeders’ license numbersinthe Home
owners’ newsletter is an effective way
control speeds.

Local government usually become:
involved in the residential area speeding
problem when residents request rada:
speed limit enforcement. installation o
stop signs, or installation of speed bumps
Radar enforcement is an effective
deterrent to speeding for a period of severa
months after the enforcement action, but
police manpower is limited. Assigning a
significant portion of available poliEe
manpower to radar enforcement on
subdivision streets would seem to be a
misapplication of resources. In Troy.
only 10% of the 1otal accidents occur in
residential or industrial subdivisions. The
remaining Y0% occur on anerial streets.
As noted above, radar enforcement shows
that almost all of the speeding in residen-
tial areas is done by drivers wholive in the
neighborhood.

governments receive several
requests each year 1o install stop signs as
a means of controlling speeds, but
extensive traffic engineering studies have
shawn that stop signs installed for this
purpose are not effective in reducing
speeds. Radar checks showed that top
speeds on a given street tended to be
slightly higher after stop signs were
installed. Speeds were lower in the area



100 feet on each side of the sign. but drivers tend to__
speed up on the remainder of the street to make up for
“lost time.”

An alarming sidelight to these studies was the
observation that 25% of the drivers do not stop at all
for speed control stop signs. Half of the drivers make
only a rolling stop and the remaining 25% come to a
full stop. Children generally believe cars will stop at
stop signs and crossing is safe. This is a risky use of
stop signs! These results explain why the guidelines
issued by the Michigan State Police and the Highway
Department forbid the use of stop signs for speed
control.

Speed bumps are often suggested as a solution to the
speeding problem, but a recent California study has
shown that bumps are ineffective. and can be

. dangerous.  Study results led to the following
conclusions:

1. Speed bumps are not effective in reducing  ve-
hicle speeds. The faster the driver went over the
bumps. the more comfortable the ride. and the
less noticeabie the bump.

and firefighters who ride on the back of the fire
trucks.

3. It is impossible to design an effective. namc
speed bump for all types of vehicles. When «
full-sized automobile experienced a ride that
was almost comfortable. other vehicles (small
automobile, motorcycle, dump truck) suffered
extreme discomfort.

4. Speed bumps cause noise pollution in residential
neighborhoods. The noise generated by a vehicle
hitting a speed bump could cause an increase of
10 1o 20 decibels over that of a standard
residential neighborhood. Houses would be
subjected to the constunt “piops™ of cars hitling
the bumps throughout the night.

in addition 10 the problems cited in the Califomia
study. speed bumps would create serious problems
for snow plowing operations. Bumps would either be
removed by the snow plow orcause an incomplete
removal of snow and ice. The most effective deter-
rent 1o speeding in residential areas is a concerned
Homeowners group. Experience has shown that *=
drivers most likely to be speeding on reside.

2. Speed bumps present an immediate and specific streets are the ones who live inthe neighborhood.” |
hazard to some vehicles. and a potential hazard to If the Homeowners group can  convince its own
all vehicles. Speed bumps are a clear and members 10 slow down, speeding in residential areas
immediate danger to bicyclists. motorcycle nders. can be virtually eliminated.
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Controlling Speeds on
Residential Streets

BY RICHARD F. BEAUBIEN

omplains of speeding on residential

streets are a continuing problem for
local traffic engineers and police depan-
mens. The observations in this anicle
describe the experiences of Troy, Michigan,
in dealing with this problem over the past
decade. Comparisons of 1975 speed study
and observance study resuits with 1985 and
1986 results at the same locations are
included.

The Nature of the Problem

Because the complainis of speeding in
residential areas are often emotional, it is
important 10 put the probiem into
perspecuve. By understanding the nature of
the problem. we may be able to arrive at
berter solutions for our citizens.

The probiem is panly social and panily
political. Elected officials confronted with
a citizen request for a stop sign might find
it easy and inexpensive 10 grant the request,
thus demonstranng their ““compassion” and
“concern for local needs.” Although this
demonstration of compassion is inexpensive
in terms of immediate capital costs, its long-
term impact can be detrimental to public
heaith, safety, and welfare. Studies have
shown that unwarranted stop signs are
ineffective in controlling speeds; such signs
are ofien disregarded. leading to a lack of
respect for traffic control devices.!

In 1987, 90% of all accidents and 96% of
the injury accidents in Troy occurred on
anerial, rather than residential, streets. This
suggests that transponation professionals

should be spending more than 90% of their
time dealing with the problems of accidents
on anerial streets. However. because the
speeding problem in residential areas is
“close w home.” traffic engineers and police
departments spend a disproportionate
amount of their tume addressing problems on
local streets. which are not connected to
accident experience. .

Speeding on residential screets is a season-
al problem. In nonthern climates, such as in
Michigan. the complainis of speeding on
residential streets virually disappear during
the months of November through March;
when residents spend less time out doors.
the prablem or perceived problem seems w
disappear.

A 25-mph speed limit may be unreason-
ably low in new subdivision areas with
adequate street design  standards. The
national basic speed limit recommended in
the Uniform Wehicle Code is 30 mph. in
Michigan. the lowest speed limit permicted
under siate law (except in park areas) is 29
mph. Nawrally, residents insist that the
speed limit be as low as possible in their
neighborhood, although the design speed on
their street may exceed 25 mph. Motorists
who travel local streets every day end 0

travel closer to the design speed than the .

speed limit. and this creates observed speeds
in excess of the posted speed limit. This
condition is viewed with alarm by
neighborhood residents, but it may not
actuaily be a traffic safety probiem because
the design speed may be greater than 25
mph.

The speeding problem on residential
streets tends o become sssociated with the
problem of through traffic in residential
areas. The through traffic is. in pan. a
sympiom of inadequaie capacity on major
anerial sureets. If adequate capacity were
availabie on the anerial streets, “outsiders™
would sy on arteriai streets rather than seek
ahernate paths through residential areas.

Stop Signs Not Elfective

Many citizens, particularly those concerned
about the safety of their children. suggest that
"maybe a stop sign will slow traffic on our
sreet.”

Before-and-after speed studies conducted
in the City of Troy indicate that seop signs
are not effective in comrolling speeqds.
Compliance with these stop signs is very
poor. and over a period of years the
compliance degrades o a point where
motorists behave as if the sign were not
present at atl, This degradation is shown in
Table |. which compares the compliance
rates for s10p signs instailed 1© control speeds
on residential streers in Troy. The locations
of these siop signs in relmion o the
surrounding street system are shown in
Figures | and 2.

Tables 2, 3, and 4 compare the results of
1975 speed studies on sireets with
wrwarranted stop signs © 1986 study results
on the same streets. Sampie sizes for these
speed studies were limised because of the
relatively low volumes present on these
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1o collecr as much daia as possible in a 30-
0 60-minute ume period. As a result,
samples were generally in the size range of
40 to 100 In all cases the sampie size was
greater than 40.

Two-way daily traffic volume 15 approxi-
mately 1500 on Anvil Drive. 2700 on
Niagara Dnve. and 1100 on Robinwood
Street. Prak hour volumes are approximasely
170 on Anvil Drive, 300 on Nisgara Drive,
and 120 on Robinwood Street.

All of the intersection siudy sites were
relatively flat in termain, so there were no
sight distance resirictions resulting from
vertical curves. Horizontal alignment of
these sireets has 3 minimal impat on
available sight disance. On Anvil Drive,
horizontal alignment is relatively straight for
a distance of 500 feet 1o the north and south
of Forge Drive. It is also straight for a
distance of 900 feet north and 700 feet south
of Kettle Drive. On Niagara Drive,
horizontal alignment is straight for a disiance
of 600 feet to the west and 300 feet to the
cast of Eagle Drive. On Robinwood Street,
horizontal alilgnment is straight for a
distance of 300 feet 1o the west and K000 feet
to the cast of Van Courtlend Street.
Imersection sight distance at all locations is
limited by houses a1 the cormers. Houses at
the Anvil/Forge imersection are 40 feet from
the edge of the pavement, and houses at the
Niagara/Eagle intersection are 40-30 feet
from the edge of the pavement. Houses at
the Robinwood/Van Courtland imersection
are 30 feet from Van Courtland Street and
30 feet from Robinwood Street.

Unwarranted stop signs were placed on
Anvil and Niagara in 1975. In 1979 the
Anvil/Forge imersection was converted 10 a
four-way siop. despite the fact that warmrants
for a multi-way stop were not met. Unwar-
ratued siop signs were placed on Robinwood
in 1964: they were removed for a brief trial
period in 1975, In each case. the avenage
speed in 1986 was higher than in 1975 u the
same location. Although the differences may
not be saistically significant, it seems
apparent that the passage of time does not
make swop signs effective in controlling
speeds.

Speed studies were made using a radar
unit on an unmarked city car. The highest
speed observed for each vehicle for a
dismnce of spproximasely 500 feet either side
of the imersection was the speed recorded.

Stop signs installed in the City of Troy that
do not mest the warrants established in the
Manual on Uniform Treffic Controf Devices
are considered 10 be legal and enforcenble.

The signs were installed pursuant 10 an
ordinance adopied by the Troy City Council.
the local legislative body. There is no known
case law in Michigan that would force the
removal of unwarranied stop sign
installanons.

The Solution...In Paris

There is no one. simplic answer to the

vehicles found 10 be specding has been
somewhat successful in controlling speed:
[n that program. neighborhood residem.
report license plaie numbers of speeding

Tabias 1. Siop Sign Observance on
Selected Residential Streets In Troy

probiem of speeding in residential areas. The Location 1:‘5 19(:-?
traffic engineering depanument in the Ciry of
Troy has suggested 10 residents that the  Anvil Drive

neighborhood itself musi Lake some respon- Full stop 23 13
L . S Roll stop od &0
sibility for the solution. A majority of the No siop 1 27
speeding violauons issued 0 residemial

areas go to residents of that street or 0 streets Niagaro Drive

in the immediaely surtounding area. Full stop 51 21
Residents of the immediale area can thus Roll stop M 74
address the problem by increasing the No stop 15 S
awareness of the problem in the

neighborhood and by assisting the police  Robinwood Sireet

depanment. Full stop 26 16

A program in which license plate number :‘:l ;::,p ;: ?g
reports are used to identify the owners of
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vehicles to the police depariment and the
palice department locates the vehicie owner
through the secretary of state’s records: the
police department then writes 1o the vehicle
owner. requesting safe dniving pracuices and
compliance with local iraffic ordinances.
One of the positive effects of this program
has been to convert many of Troy's younger
dnvers into pedestrians; These younger
drivers found that a vehicle was no longer
available 10 them afier the vehicle owner (a
parent} learned how it was being used.

The City of Troy has a commitiee of
citizens appointed 1o advise the City Council
on proposed traffic regulations. This Traffic
Commuiee gives a2 “fist hearing™ 10
neighborhood iraffic problems and recom-
mends new traffic regulauons for City
Council approval. Traffic Committee
ivolvement ts important because it allows
the light of objectivity to shinc on the
problem before the political decision is
made! Discussions between commiitee
members and citizens concerned about
speeding on their neighborhood sireets are
heipful in achieving an understanding that
SiOp Signs are not a panacea and that there
is o one easy solution. This discussion itself
1s part of the solution to the social and
political aspects of the problem.

References

I. Besubien. Richard F. “'Stop Signs for Speed
Control?” Traffic Engineenng 46(November 1976).
26-28

2. Beaubien, Richard F. “Citizen Panicipation in
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1982):2%-31. »
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and A.B. degrees from the University of
Michigan. Beaubien is a registered pro-
Jessional engineer in Michigan, Hiliniois, and
California. He is ¢ Fellow Member of the
Instinue of Transportasion Engineers and
currently serves as the Institwte’s Inter-
national Vice-President.

Table 1. Speed Studies, Anvil Drive

Spead Without Stop With Siop With Siop
{mph) Signs, 1975 Signs, 1975 Signs, 1984
Low 15 15 18
Average 241 244 26

a5th Percentile 28 28 30
High k] 35 k7]
Tabie 1. Speed Siudies, Niagara Drive ’
Speed Without Slop With Siop With Stop
{mph) Signs, 1975 Signs, 1975 Signs, 1984
Low 15 15 20
Average 238 252 26
85th Percentiie 26 a4 2
High k' k7| Rk
Tabie 4. 3peed Studies, Robinwood Shreet

Spesd Without Stop With Siop Whh Stop
(mph) Signs, 1975 Signs, 1975 Signs, 1984
Low 10 12 2
Average 234 244 0
85th Percentile 30 0 4
High k! k] ] aQ

]

[

Figure 2. Street plan showing Robinwood study site.
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March 2, 1999 : l ., Q”rDD

Mr. Gary Woods
Costello School

1333 Hamman

Troy, Michigan 48098

Dear Mr. Woods:

| am writing to you regarding a traffic study performed at the intersection of Clark and Reilly Streets
near your school. This was done in conjunction with a review of traffic conditions for a request for 3-
way stop signs at the intersection.

The traffic study involved taking speed measurements and also observing vehicular and pedestrian
activities. Following are my observations regarding pedestrians.
a. At around 3:35 p.m., two students who appeared to be safety patrol students arrived at the
intersection. These students did not have the safety patrol band/vests.
b. At 3:40 there were four kids trying to cross Clarke from the pedestrian pathway. The safety
patrol students were playing with snow when two of the kids darted onto the roadway.
c. The safety patrol students were not attentive to the four more kids that followed, trying to cross
the road. Two of the kids had to run across the road, seeing a vehicle approaching. At 3:50,
parents picked up the safety patrois in their vehicies.

In my opinion, the safety at this intersection woutd very much be enhanced if the safety patrol students
were more sensitive to the vehicular traffic and the pedestrians.

We from the Traffic Engineering Division and the Troy Police Department have been working with
several schools in the City on projects to enhance safety, and would be happy to assist you in training
the safety patrols, installing additional traffic controls (if needed), evaluate the need for an adult
crossing guard, or with any other measures.

The request for stop signs was considered at the February 1999 meeting of the City's Traffic
Committee and was tabled to the next meeting' on March 17, 1999. We will send you a copy of the
minutes of the February meeting and the agenda for the March meeting shortly.

If you need any more information, please do not hesitate to contact me at 524-3379.

Sincerely,

cc: John Szerlag, Asst. City Manager/Services
Neall Schroeder, City Engineer

Traffic Committee
500 W. BIG BEAVER R0AD « TROY, MICHIGAN 48584 « ARZ: CODE (248)

Bidg. Inspections 524-1344 Degt 2f Publc Waras 524-3310 L.orare 2225543 Pyrchasing 52 .
City Aasessor 524211 Engireerng 524-3383  Muyseum 3243577 Recreatbon (Parks) 524-3484
City Aftorney 524-2020  Fra~ca 524-3411 Parscrnel 524.3339  Trathic Engineer 524.3379
City Clark 524331 Fira 524-34%9  P'arning 524-1364  Trsasurer 524-3334

City Manager 524-3330 intar—aben 52a-33C4 Poice Dept 32¢-344]



March 8, 1999

Mr. Gary Wood
Costello School
1333 Hamman

Troy, Michigan 48098

Dear Mr. Wood:

gitp of Trop

17&eM 7]

Enclosed is a copy of the Traffic Committee minutes from February and the relevant section
of the agenda for this month's meeting. We will be addressing the traffic conditions at the
intersection of Reilly and Clarke in conjunction with a 3-way stop sign request.

Will you please inform the concemed parents of children who cross at this intersection about
the meeting? Their comments may be valuable to making a recommendation to City council
on traffic control devices at this location.

If you need any more information, please do not hesitate to contact me at 524-3378. '

Sincerely,

Traffic Engineer

JKA/In

cc: John Szerag, Asst. City Manager/Services

Neall Schroeder, City Engineer

Traffic Committee

500 W. BIG BEAVER ROAD « TROY, MICHIGAN 48084 -« AREA CODE (248)

Bidg. Inspections . .. . 524-3)44
City Assassor . 524-2311
City Antorney $24-3320
City Clerk .. 524-311%5

City Manager 524.2330

Dat of Pubhc Works
Erqinesfing

Finance

Fira

Intgrrmation

524.3370
524-3083
524.3411
5242419
5243300

Library
Musaum
Parsonng
Panmng
Pahlce Dept.

524-3545
524.3570
524-3339
524.3364
524-3443

Purchasing .
Recraaion (Parks)
Tratfic Engnest
Treasurer

524-3338
524-3484
524.3379
524-2334
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Mr. John Abraham L -
Traffic Engineer o A '_
City of Troy - |
500 W. Big Beaver

Troy, Mi. 48084

Re: Traffic Light on John R.
and Grand Haven Dr.

Dear Mr. Abraham,

I am faxing a letter to you that I wrote to

the Oakiand County Traffic Safety Dept. I live
in the Oakiand Park Towers in Troy. We are
getting absolutely no where with these people.

I was told that if I wrote you a letter to please
help us, then we would get results. My letter
to them is self-explanatory. This is really a
critical and dangerous area.

PLEASE HELP US.
FRANCES WILLIAMS
920 John R. Apt. 412
Troy, Mi. 48083

[248] 589-5580

Please call or write to me with good news.



Oakland County L \
Road Commission L—

Traffic Safety Dept.
2420 Pontiac Lake Rd.
Waterford, Mi. 48325 February, 1999
N: Mr. |
OR: To Whom It May Concemn
Re: T i i | John R. and

Grand Haven Dr. in Troy

Per my phone conversation with your office
two weeks ago regarding a very dangerous
situation entering John R. from Grand Haven
driveway [and this has been going on for
years],] was told after my conversation with
you that you were going to file my request.
FORGET IT. MY REQUEST OR COMPLAINT WILL
NEVER GET OUT OF YOUR FILE CABINET, LIKE
YEARS AGO, WHICH IT DIDN'T. I WANT AND
DESERVE IMMEDIATE ACTION ON THIS
MATTER. This is why I am faxing this letter to
you at 2488587607.

In the 14th Amendment to the Constitution of
the United States it requires every state to
extend to ail persons within its jurisdiction
equal treatment and protection under the laws
of that state. We at Oakiand Park Towers are



senior citizens and feel that we are
discriminated against in your failure to treat all
persons equally. What is at issue is we want
you to comply with our request for a traffic
light on John R. and Grand Haven. We want
you to send a special field investigator to make
a thorough analysis of the traffic light situation
without delay.

The administrative law suggests that that
branch of law which deals with various
agencies of government prescribing what they
should do and how they shouid do it, SO DO IT
NOW, NOT A YEAR FROM NOW. WE WAITED
TOO LONG ALREADY.

I have over 445 senior signatures on a Petition
which is a formal application signing their
names requesting action from you concerning
this matter and who have allocated with a
particular purpose in mind and a request for
some rights. I also have numerous signed
letters by some of the seniors, myself included
and who on Dec. 26, 1998 was involved in an
accident on John R. and Grand Haven, whereby
the other car cut me off.

We want full consideration on this matter

immediately. We want to indemnify whereby
given security against future loss and damages

Y



if a traffic light is not installed immediately.
There is a nuisance whereby which could cause
harm, damage or death. This is a matter of
great public interest. This is an exclusive right
belonging to us at Oakland Park Towers. This is
our remedy of enforcing our rights.

We all feel that we are "sentenced” and taking
a risk with a degree of hazard of a loss. This
situation must be corrected NOW. We are a
considerable distance from Office Depot, Troy
Ford and the small shopping strip many blocks
from our buildings. We feel abandoned and
you probably feel “why should we car?” Well,
we care. We lived this long and want to live to
our full age without driving across John R. and
praying to God that we make it.

Human negligence on your part in not
acknowledging, confirming and approving
meeting of the minds is a decision that we
wouldn’t want to be in your shoes and
therefore, you must exercise your authority to
satisfy, approve and confirm our protest with a
formal reply immediately to me without delay.
We've waited way too long.

Don’t file this letter or not pay attentiion to it,
as we will, with the speed of light, go over your
heads wlth management of the executive

3



department of Government and see why you
are putting off or postponing this plea. We
want to be awarded a quick, competent
decision NOW. Place us immediately on your
calendar and do your job without delay.
Support the trafffic light for us and that you
appreciate the importance of our request.

The City of Troy conducting business with
dedication, obligation and a quick confirmation
for a much needed traffic light at John R. and
Grand Haven will prove that YOU CAME, YOU
SAW AND YOU CONQUERED for we seniors in
the Oakiand Park Towers and that the Act of
God will watch over all of us everyday,
including yourselves.
Very Respectfully,
Frances Williams
920 John R. Apt. 412
Troy, Mi. 48083
[248] 589-5580
P.S. The over 445 names collected on the
Petition will be sent to you upon request.
Over 445 votes will count at Voting Time.
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Ms. Frances Williams
Apt 412

920 John R

Troy, Michigan 48083

Dear Ms. Williams:

Thank you for your fax dated February 4, 1998, enclosing the letter you sent to the Road
Commission for Oakland County.

As requested, we would be glad to perform the necessary traffic studies at the intersection of
John R Road and Grand Haven Drive. Traffic signals are normally installed based on
demonstration of a need as per national standards. In other words, the location has to satisfy
certain requirements (warrants) which include, among other things, traffic volumes on both
streets in question, number of traffic crashes at the location, and proximity of the location to
-existing traffic signals. Once the study is complete, the matter will be taken up at the City's

Traffic Committee meeting, which makes recommendations regarding traffic matters to the City
Council.

We will make an effort to include this item in the March meeting of the Traffic Committee. The
committee normally meets on the third Wednesday of each month at 7:30 p.m. at City Hall. We

will send you a copy of the agenda to let you know when this issue will be discussed, and you
are welcome to attend the meeting.

If you need more information, please call me at 524-3379. Thank you for your concern for safe
and efficient traffic in the City of Troy.

Sincerely,

John K\Abraham
Traffic Engineer

JKAAN

cc: John Szerlag, Asst. City Manager/Services
C. Neall Schroeder, City Engineer

500 W. BIG BEAVER FiOAD » TROY, MICHIGAN 48084 « AREA CODE (248)

Bidg. inspectiors ., . 524.3344 * Dept. of Pubic Works S24-2370 Lbrary. . . .524-3545  Purchasing 5243138
City Asssasar ... ... 524311 . Enginesring 524238  Museym . 524-3570  Recreation (Parks) 524-3484
CRy Antorney . ... 5343320 Finance 5242411 Personnel §24-3309  Traffic Engineer 524-379
CiyClark . . . . ... 526316  Fuwe 5243419  Puamng 524-X164  Treaswer 524-3334

City Manager . . .. .524-3330  Intoermation 524-3300 Pokce Dept. S24-2443



My aeme Is Frances Willlems. [ aad 600
plas senior citizens reside @t the @aklund
park Towars 920 and 930 johm R. @b
Qrand Haven PDrive off of Johm R. in Troy.
Bajere | reaed my letter to yeoa 1 weald
ke you to kneow that | hed previewsly
faxed my orfiginal letter in Pebraary to
e 9akland County Reoud Commission In
Pontldc...t0 M. James Baceom, Troy GRY
Managet..dovemer John Englet.. M.
Jjohm @braham, Traffle Bnglheer for the
Clty of Troy In which he was kind enoagh
@ sand me @ FAplY...and Hi. Rady .
Leozane, Chalr Parson for ©akland Coamiy
at the Reoad Commission In Bavaerly RIS,
i which he was kind 2neagh @ contust
me by phone. The key issae here IS for @
working Graffic lght to Do installed om
Jjohd R. @t Grand Haven Drive. 1 haove
with me and will @t the end of Ghis
Mecting, farmish yoa with copies of the
PRition slgned by 443 senler <lilzens and
alse coplas of 128 written lettars
our senier ciRizeoms, which 1 will «lke



farmish you with @t the end of &his
Macting. 1 have all the originals.

Troy Is @ thriving commanity. We want
yoa (o sarve amd protest we seuler
cltlzams. We ae <l meoms, dads,
grandmethers dand grandiothers. We
have @ traglc sikuation and we aie trylng
to embrace liie as long U8 Wwe can Withodl
balng lavelved In @ car aecldent wheraby
we will be pormanently njared of die.
Wa woeald ke yoa to bieak e
strongheld yoa have omn @s. We wand
Jemecraey 4t work hara. Urylng to make
@ (@it hand turn onte jjohm R. ffom Grand
Haven Diive 8 trowblesome, @ hage
stragyle and a challenge.

Wa senlers rang agas 62 to 199
plas yaurs old and are good drivers. We
have hondicappad and physiedlly
challcnged senieors with heark problems
with pacemakars, deitibrilaters, walking
wikh canas, walkars, some in whealchalrs



that’s aplifted inte vans, MAnY Wering
hearing «ids, others wikth portadie
onygen tanks and other pPhysieal
problems, and all of ws at ear ages have
mach slower roflexes and wWe nesd
someene to make a differenee in oar livas
e Yotz our way on this key issae and &®
install @ werking traific light...for yoa @
suppert @s and give as your thambs ap s
that we are given seearily against fatare
loss of oar llves of permanant Jumage.

There s @ milestene n oar lves and the
savara anexpecied can happen ke the
daaths of Lyle Bvamns, falen Bash and the
injary of Nargarat Harding which caused
hor Jdooth later on @8 @ resall of her
Injories..as well @3 jJake and [(Ester
Capola..florenee @Mwood...and [franees
Willams belng lavelvad in an <ccldemt
hare Dok cthe police were met cdlled
baceuse of @ fender-bendar. ©h yas, lat’s
not forgat Sister Clodle Kelly whe was
nvelved In an <ccident and njared,



ausing $10,000 demage o her ¢ar and
har mjary ceused her t@ have @ Rknee
operation, and et saying how wmany
mere accidents there weiad. We want (@
fed] freedeom of mind and for yoa to taka
Q candid look @t the strass focusad apem
as. Don’t condamn OF PArSeeia @s. @R
this dime we o in the hands of GQod
when Wying to make a Lt tarm omie
Johmn R. whish s @ S-lane streat. Traiile
is hezardeoas In Ghis @re@. There @R
cartain things in lie you cannet lgnora.
We wank yeoa (o conslder we senlor
citizens spacial people facing @ speelal
need. We feq] we ae entering @ Midng
squad. Neo one gats ok of e withoad
paln of some kind, Dag to Da Wik by
anether car and pessibly injured feor Ui
o diz, we fear this. Ther s @ 3™
ballding belng balk behind as @8 of the
writing of chils letier which meUns mera
rafflc om Grand [Heaven Dilve when
complated trylng to center Johm R. Voo
have condaciad an invastigation for ona@



day, whereby @ cable coamier was pal
Qeress Grand Haven Diive to see how
many cars feor that one day traveled
Grand jlaven Drive. The resalts ware 700
cars In only one day.

Conselidate your powaer. Den’t held your
POWer oVar @3, Deon’t give as a bam=rap.
We have @ chonie problem here and
politiclans «nd Business leaders are
threctening the lives and faoture of we
sanler clkizens 1?7 they refuse to halp @s by
net installing @ Graffie light @k Johm R.
and Grand Haven Drive. Let we semlor
citizeons hear the svund of sweak masie
which will be a precioas @it of Wie
averlasting. @C oar ages we waak to be
toached by an dngal and You membaers on
e panal..that’s you. Lite s beeatiial
and 0o one has the Hght to take I8 away
us. Wae deon’t want to win the batile
and the war. We pledge your o
oparation Go take «ifeet amnd for all of



you R0 swppor @ plam NOW, [HOT
TOMORROW.

m the 1&6° @oneadment G e
Constitation of the COnlted Siates i
raquires Query stale B ontend to «ll
porsons wWikhinm s jarisdiction eqgaal
wreatnent and protection ander the laws
of Ghat stete. We @t Oakland Park
Towars ai2 semier cltlzens end (el thad
we e Jdiscrinihated against. We wand
dnll conslderation O Rhis mmalder
mmedictaly. We want to lndenally and
given seeurily <gainst fakure and
Jdamages it @ traifie Hght Is net installad
immediataly. Thare 8 @ nalsdnea
wheredy which coald couse higinme
Jamege of death. This s @ maier of
graat publie inferest. This Is am gnclasiva
dght belonging to @s @l ©akland Park
Towars. This s our remedy of cnforcing
op Hgiets. We all fecl thak wWe are
yontenead® and taking @ wisk with @
dagree of hazard of @ less.



Talking with (r. Rady D. Lozane, Chalr
Parson @t the Oaklend Coamly Read
Commission Policy Beoard by phone on
Mareh 12, 1999 [ Informed him of oar
Meating today to install @ traific Nght om
Jobn R. and Grand Raven Deve. ke
woald ke to hear yoa by latter
with the resalks mow. VOO HAST
BDERCSE VOUR @ATHORITY TO
SATISEY., GPPROVE GNP CONFIRM @UR
PROTEST WITH @& FORMEL REPLY
DOERDIATELY T MR. LOZANO® @ND
MYSELE WITHOAT BELEY. THENK Yo,

Mi. Lozane’s addrass and Phone nambar:
Me. Rudy D. Lozane, Chalr Perseom

©f the 9akland Coanty Reoad
Commission Peliey Board

31001 Lahser Road

Baverly [Hills, Michigan 439235

[243]) 645-2000

ST
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Reterring to the Bibla....

AND @LL TRINGS WHATSORBYER WE GSK
10 PRAVER, WE SHELL RECEIVE.
METTREW 2122

Frances Williams
920 johm R.
@pt. 512
Troy., Michigan 43033
[2463]] 5398580

2.8. @ttachad to this laottar is @ copy off
Sistar Gloria Kally’s letter
Mentloned on Page 3 and
Contlnazd on Paga &.

- Tthank Yeoa For Yeour Time



Gloria Kelly, O.P.
920 John Road, #314
Trov, MI 48083
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FOR YOUR INFORMATION

1. Regarding Grand Haven Drive. The
Fourmidable Group who owns the Oakland
Park Towers Apartments was informed by
the City/County that once the 3" building on
Grand Haven Drive is built [which it
practically is], then Grand Haven Drive will
become a City/County Street and not a
private drive.

2. In Madison Heights [and I realize it’s not
Troy] there are senior apartments on
Dequindre named Madison Senior Campus.
The street is called Madison-Solberg Drive.
There is a working traffic light at their
driveway and only 3 blocks from a working
light at the Universal Mall.

3. On John R. in Troy between 12 % Mile and
13 Mile at the John R. Shopping Strip Center
there is a working traffic light only 3 blocks
from 13 Mile Road. Why?



These Are
Copies of My
Originals.
[Petition and
[etters|
written by
Residents.



To: Oakland County
Road Commission-
Traffic Safety Dept.

For a working trafﬁc hght
at both Oakland Park
Towers and Magnolia
Gardens at the intersection
of Grand Haven and John
R. in Troy, which is a high
traffic area. Senior
Citizens residing at this
location are exposed to
accidents that can, have,
and will occur due to
fearful attempts entering or
exiting traffic both Left and
Right turns onto or off of
John R. Road, even where
cautious attempts are made.

Manager

[
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To: Oakland County
Road Commission-
Traffic Safety Dept.

_ PETITION
uzf..b -z LAt b et Al

*—‘L‘bvy f]w—/l ool Ha—ec

For a working traffic light
at both Oakland Park
Towers and Magnolia
Gardens at the intersection
of Grand Haven and John
R. in Troy, which is a high
traffic area. Senior
Citizens residing at this
location are exposed to
accidents that can, have,
and will occur due to
fearful attempts entering or
exiting traffic both Left and
Right turns onto or off of

John R. Road, even where

cautious attempts are made.
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