The Traffic Committee meeting was called to order at 7:35 p.m. in the Lower Level
Conference Room of Troy City Hall on May 20, 1998 by Vice Chair Michael Palchesko.

1.

Roll Call

PRESENT: Arthur Cotsonika

Michael Culpepper
Ted Halsey
Michael Palchesko

ABSENT: John Diefenbaker

Jan Hubbell
Chartes Solis

Also present were the following:

2.

4.

and

Howard Adams, 2409 Fox Chase
David Allyn, RCOC

Mark Turner, 4857 Hyde Park
Carolyn and Carl Simmons, 4871 Hyde Park

Terry Stretten, 2701 Renshaw
Julie Carder, 2739 Renshaw
Cindy Nurak, 2750 Renshaw
Shanna Weagle, 2798 Renshaw

Sgt. David Swanson, Traffic Safety Unit
Lt. Robert Matlick, Fire Dept.
John Abraham, Traffic Engineer

DS

Minutes - April 2371998

Moved by Culpepper
Supported by Cotsonika

That the minutes of April 25, 1998 be accepted as printed.

YEAS:

NAYS:

ABSENT:

4

0

3

MOTION CARRIED

=7
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Motion to Excuse

Moved by Halsey
Supported by Culpepper

That Ms. Hubbell, Mr. Diefenbaker and Mr. Solis be excused.

YEAS: 4
NAYS: 0
ABSENT. 3

MOTION CARRIED

3. Visitors' Time

No one appeared to address the Committee on any items not on the agenda.

4. Reduce Speed Limits on Long Lake and Northfield Parkway, near Troy High
School

Howard Adams of 2409 Fox Chase Bivd., representing the Troy High School
(THS) cadre, discussed traffic concems around Troy High School. Troy High
School students have to find gaps in high speed traffic on Long Lake and
Northfield Parkway to exit during the aftemoon dismissal hours. Mr. Adams
requested that the speed limits on Long Lake and Northfield be reduced to
reflect a "school speed zone" around the high school.

Since Long Lake is under RCOC jurisdiction, the matter was discussed with
RCOC officials. They mentioned that since the school is set back from Long
Lake, the school warning signs were not placed on Long Lake. Further, since
there are close to zero pedestrians crossing Long Lake at the THS driveway, the
location does not meet criteria for designation as a "school speed zone.”
Following independent studies were done by the City:

a. Speed studies for both roadways around school dismissal time. For Long
Lake, 355 vehicles were clocked in a 1.5 hour period. The average speed was
43.41 mph, and the 85th percentile speed was 50 mph. For Northfield Parkway,
234 vehicles were clocked in an hour; average speed was 36.06 mph and the
85th percentile speed was 41 mph (meaning 85% of ali vehicles traveled at
speeds lower than 41 mph).
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b. Traffic crash studies. The following table presents the crashes:

LOCATION 1997 1996 1995

Long Lake & THS driveway 1 3 0

Northfield Pkwy. & THS driveway 0 0 2 (both after
hours)

Crash studies indicate that there have been few crashes at both locations, and
none resulted in major injuries.

c. Tuming movement study. This study determined the number of vehicles
that exited and entered the THS driveway between 1:30 and 3:00 p.m. on a
school day. On 2/5/98, 42 vehicles entered the driveway from Long Lake and
416 vehicles exited. 175 vehicles made a left turn from the driveway. 241
vehicles made a right tum. For Northfield, 175 vehicles entered the driveway
while 258 exited. Of the exiting vehicles, 108 made right turns and 150 made left
turns. A majority of all vehicles entering the driveways may be considered to be
traffic coming in to pick up students.

d. Survey of traffic conditions: Several visits were made to the high school
during school dismissal times to observe traffic. There are long lines to get out
of the school driveways, particularly between 2:10 and 2:45 p.m. The queue
dissipates after 3:00 p.m. During this time, there are many gaps in Long Lake
traffic for vehicles to make turns onto the major roadways. However, there were
many instances when drivers lost patience and accepted small gaps in traffic.

e. Review of national standards for school speed zones: Most states use
school speed zones to protect pedestrians walking to school and crossing the
major roadway. School speed zones are also mandated when pedestrians are
present and there are no sidewalks. Michigan law states that at least some
children must walk to school and be in 8th grade and under. The MMUTCD also
states "The type of school area traffic control used, either warning or regulatory,
must be related to the volume and speed of traffic, street width, AND THE
NUMBER OF CHILDREN CROSSING" (emphasis added). Thus the guidelines
stress pedestrians, not drivers.

From discussions with Mr. Adams, it is obvious that the concern here is for
students exiting the driveways who are in a hurry and therefore may not always
use good judgment in using appropriate gaps in traffic to make their exit. The
question to be considered is whether reducing the speed limit creates more
gaps. In all likelihood, it will result in vehicles on the major roadways being in the
area of the driveway longer. Gaps will probably be less because of the speed
reduction. Another factor that may compound the concems is that unless there
is continuous enforcement in the area, motorists on the major roadways may
violate speed limits, resulting in more traffic crashes. To wam the motorists of a
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school area, advance school signs may be used, but the requirements for lower
speed limits are not met.

Mr. Adams said that Larry Boehms, Principal of Troy High School, could not
attend the meeting but supports lowering the speed limit.

Dave Allyn, Director of Traffic Safety of the RCOC, attended the meeting. He
feels that the current 45 mph speed limit is appropriate.

It was also suggested that the students wishing to go westbound can exit onto
Northfield Parkway and tum left at the traffic signal at Long Lake and Northfield.

Mr. Abraham showed videotape of the students exiting THS onto Long Lake
Road. Many of the left-turning vehicles pulled out into the center tum lane to
wait for a gap in traffic to proceed. The Committee felt that a traffic signal would
be a better solution than lowering speeds in the area.

In 1993 the Traffic Committee recommended installation of a traffic light at the
school driveway, City Council approved it, but the Road Commission for Oakland
County officials indicated that a signal is not warranted at this location (see
attachment).

Moved by Culpepper
Supported Halsey

Recommend that the Traffic Committee's 1993 recommendation for a traffic signal at
this location be reiterated and that the possibility of an island configuration be
investigated.

YEAS: 4
NAYS: 0
ABSENT: 3
MOTION CARRIED

5. Install NO PARKING Signs 20 Feet North and South of Driveway at 4857
Hyde Park

Mark Turner of 4857 Hyde Park requests NO PARKING signs on both sides of
his driveway. Mr. Tumner has a physically challenged family member who has to
be picked up by school buses and other large vehicles. If a car is parked just
north or south of the driveway, the school bus or large vehicles will have to stand
next to the parked car (in the middle of the roadway) blocking traffic in both




TRAFFIC COMMITTEE MEETING OF MAY 20, 1998

PAGE 5

directions. In bad weather, due to snow piles, it also becomes very difficult to
maneuver the wheel chair to the center of the roadway to be lifted into the school

bus.

Carolyn and Carl Simmons, of 4871 Hyde Park occasionally park a car in the
area in question, and did not realize there was a problem. They do not object to
signs restricting parking during the time the school bus will be there, but feel that

no parking all day would be inconvenient for them.

Moved by Halsey
Supported Cotsonika

Recommend installing NO PARKING 7:00-8:00 A.M. AND 3:30-4:30 P.M. signs 20 feet
north and south of the driveway at 4857 Hyde Park at the discretion of the Traffic
Engineer, who can coordinate any school bus time changes with school authorities.

YEAS:

4

NAYS: 0

ABSENT: 3

MOTION CARRIED

6.

Install All-Way STOP Signs at Renshaw and Thales and at Renshaw
and Mill Pond

Shanna Weagle of 2798 Renshaw requests all-way STOP signs at the
intersections of Renshaw and Thales and at Renshaw and Mill Pond. Ms.
Weagle observes that speeds on Renshaw are very high and that there are
a number of children in the neighborhood, either walking to school or playing
in the area, and is concerned for their safety.

The intersection of Renshaw and Thales is YIELD controlled for eastbound
Thales and Thales dead-ends beyond the intersection on the east leg of the
intersection. Traffic counts for Thales west of Renshaw showed 469
vehicles in a day while Renshaw carried 1280 vehicles. The present signing
has a YIELD sign for Thales eastbound, to assign right-of-way. A sight
distance study indicates no major sight obstruction. There were no traffic
accidents reported for the past four years. None of the warrants for 4-way
STOP signs were met at this intersection.

The intersection of Renshaw and Mill Pond is a "T" intersection with Mill
Pond ending at Renshaw. This intersection is STOP controlled for
northbound Mill Pond at Renshaw and also has pedestrian crossing
pavement markings for school children and pedestrians. Ms. Culnis of Hill
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Elementary School indicated that this intersection has an assigned school
safety patrol for the safety of school kids walking from and to the school.

Renshaw carried 2006 vehicles per day while Mill Pond carried one third of
this traffic volume.

Intersection sight distance study shows that on the southeast corner there is
a tree which partially obstructs the view for northbound Mill Pond. However,
the STOP sign for this direction of traffic serves as a remedy to this
obstruction. There was one reported traffic accident in 1996 involving a
parked car; no others in the past four years. Four-way STOP sign warrants
were not satisfied for the intersection.

A traffic speed study was performed on Renshaw for the sections north and
south of Thales. The average speeds of vehicles near Thales were 21.3
mph. In the section between Vemier and Thales the average speed was
23.59, and for the section of Renshaw between Thales and Mill Pond the
average speed was 22.5 mph.

The Traffic Engineer performed a repeat speed study on May 18 from 4:00
to 5:30 p.m. and found the average speed was 25 mph. Only eight vehicles
were traveling between 31 and 33 mph.

Traffic Safety officers performed a study in an unmarked Camaro and found
the top speed was 34 mph.

The residents who were present still feel the neighborhood ftraffic is
dangerous for their children. A new subdivision is also planned at the east
end of Thales and they fear the traffic will increase.

Moved by Halsey

Suppo

rted Cotsonika

Recommend no changes to current traffic control devices.

YEAS: 4
NAYS: 0
ABSENT: 3

MOTION CARRIED

PAGE 6
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7. Install All-Way STOP Signs at Denton and Napier

Rob Peterson of 6403 Denton requests all-way STOP signs at Denton and
Napier. Mr. Peterson was unable to attend this meeting and requests that
the issue be addressed at the next meeting.

Moved by Culpepper
Supported by Cotsonika

Recommend that this item be tabled until the next meeting.

YEAS: 4
NAYS: 0
ABSENT: 3

MOTION CARRIED

8. Establish Fire Lanes at 1055 West Square Lake

The Troy Fire Department requests establishment of the proposed fire lanes at
1055 West Square Lake. Section 8.28, Chapter 106, Troy City Code, provides
for the establishment of fire lanes on private property. The Fire Department
recommends that the fire lanes shown on the attached sketch be provided to
allow proper deployment of and travel by emergency vehicles (fire, police,
medical).

Moved by Cotsonika
Supported by Culpeppeer

Recommend that the fire lanes/tow away zones shown in the attached sketch be
established for 1055 West Square Lake.

YEAS: 4
NAYS: 0
ABSENT: 3

MOTION CARRIED

9. Other Business

There was no other business discussed.
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10. Adjoumn

Mr. Halsey will not be available for the June or July meetings. The next meeting
is scheduled for Wednesday, June 17, 1998.

Moved by Halsey
Supported by Cotsonika

To adjourn the meeting at 9:20 p.m.

YEAS: 4
NAYS: 0
ABSENT: 3

MOTION CARRIED
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ITEM 4

April 16, 1997

Jochn Abraham, Traffic Engineer
City of Troy

500 W Big Beaver Rd.

Troy, MI 48084

Subject: Long Lake Road at Troy High School Driveway

Dear John:

Thie letter is a follow up and clarification of my letter to John
Robbins of December 6, 1993.

Concerning the City's requeat for a traffic signal for the school
driveway, a signal is not warranted at this time. The conjeetion
exigts for only a 15 minute period before school starts.
Alternative solutions toc separate the left turn and right turn
streams of traffic are available, and are detalled in my previous
letter.

If you have any further gquestions please do not hesitate to call
me.

Sincerely

o 1:B;£:::<;;T‘\)

Leroy B. Liston, P.E.
Traffic Englneer
Traffic Safety Department

LBL:kn
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ITEMS TAKEN OUT OF ORDER - CONTINUED 11/8/9)

Traffic Committee Recommendations - CONTINUED C=15

Amendment to Resolution #93-1058

Moved by Pallotta
seconded by Allemon

RESOLVED, That the resolutien be amended by adding "; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City of Troy request the Road Commission
for Oakland County to immediately install a trafflic signal on Long Lake at
the Troy High School drive =o facilitate the westbound left turn, and that
rhe installation be given the highest of priorities, as recomnended by the
Traffic Commitcee".

Yeas: Allemon, Gosselin, Pallotta, Pryor, Stine
Nays: Husk, Stevens
Amendment PASSED

Vote on Amended Resoclution #93-1058

RESOLVED, that the Road Commission for Oakland County be reguested to
immediately install a "No Left Turn" sign to regulate westbound trafflc on
Long Lake at the Troy High School drive; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City of Troy request the Road Commission
for Oakland County to immediately install a traffic signal on Long Lake at
the Troy High School drive %o facilitate the westbound left turn, and that
the installation be given the highest of priorities, as recommended by the
Traffic Committee.

feas: Allemon, Gosselin, Pallotta, Pryor, Stevens, Stine
Nays: Husk
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Board of Read Comwuissioners
Aoty 0. Lazass

Joka £ Oisen

Rickord V. Vgt

Brent 0. Bair
Managing Director

Gerald M. Nolmbery
County Higihway Engineer

December &, 1993

KMc. John E. Robbina, P.E.
Transportation Engineer
City of Troy

300 west Big Beaver Road
Troy, MI 48084

RE: LOowG LAKE ROAD AT TROY MIGH SCHOOL DRIVEWAY
Dear Mr. Robbinwm:

We have completed our review of operations st this location. We
do not recommend left turns from Long Lake Road into the Troy High
8chool be prohibited at this time.

Qur review showed that the congestion persiets for a brief period
each day. The accident experience ie not especially severe at
thie location. Prohibiting left turne wmay ocause problems
elasvwhere as traffic makes u-turns to snter tha student 1lot
approach.

During our review, wa noticed that this approach is thea sole
antrance to the student parking lot. We suggest that student
traffic be allowed accass to the lot from Northfield. Access
could be made either from the main driveway or from a new approach
off Northfield to the northern end of the lot behind the Edison
sub etation. BEither method would separate the laft traffic to the
crossover west of Northfield. The availability of gaps would be
improved by being east of the right turn traffic into the existing
approach.

8incerely,

Bt S

Lerocy Liaston, P.E.
Traffic Services Engineer
Traffic—8afety Department

LL:jme
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SPOT SPEED STUDY

RENSHAW NEAR THALES May 18, 1998 2:30 PM to 3:45 PM

‘Speed Range_ " :# Cars In‘Speed Rang
*(mlles per-hour) R et
6110
;».11:15-;15'
161020
211025
. 26:t0°30
351040 e e
e 2B X DI
A8t Sl
f511055
B -2 ) S
' Total # vehlcles

Average Speed 24.646 Miles per hour

Cumulative Frequency (%)

Cumulative Speed Curve

100

Maximum Speed Recorded : 33 mph

Page 1 Trafic Engineoving, ity of Troy



ITEM 6

SPOT SPEED STUDY
RENSHAW NEAR THALES May 11, 1998 4:15PM to 5:35 PM
Class Boundaries|Mid Value |- -Class Freq™:|rel freq cumulative ] cumulative
— —— percentage | percentage
0| 0.000 0.000 |
0 0.000 0.000
0.261905 0.000 0.000
0.404762 0.262 26.190
0.285714 0.667 66.667
0.047619 0.952 95.238
0 1.000 100.000
0 1.000 100.000
0 1.000 100.000
0 1.000 100.000
: : 4] 1.000 100.000
~Total#:vehicles : e ¥4

Average Speed  23.595 Miles per hour

_ .(::.um‘l‘.lia;lgveAFra-ﬁﬁ.e.r.lcy (%)

100

Cumulative Speed Curve

" " [50 Percantie | Percentiie

13 18 23 28 33 38 43 48 53 58
Spot Speeds, mph
Page 1 Trafiic Engineoring. (Uity of “Troy



ITEM 6

May 17, 1998

To: Traffic Committee Members, Including Ex-officio Members
James C. Bacon, Jr., City Manager

John Szerlag, Assistant City Manager

Neall Schroeder, City Engineer

Lt. Gerard Scherlinck, Traffic Safety Unit

Lt. Robert Matlick, Fire Department

cc: John Abrsham

Enclosed is a copy of a petition signed by many fellow neighborhood residents who support my request for
the installation of stop signs along Renshaw Drive in the Windmill Pointe subdivision. Although the
petition is not comprehensive, it represents strong evidence of the residents’ overwhelming desire to have
stop signs mstalled. The petition was started without my knowledge by Terry Stretten of 2701 Renshaw
Drive an Thursday May 14th, the same day he received first notice of the proposed stop signs and
corresponding traffic committee meeting. I was mtroduced to him later that day when he presented me with
the petition. At that time, he explained that he began the petition largely because he believed the statistical
evidence gathered on traffic flow and speed to be an inaccurate representation of normal traffic on
Renshaw. I voiced a similar concemn to Jobn Abraham on the day he collected the average vehicle speeds.

Mr. Stretten organized distribution of this petition in order to get a small sampling of resident opinion.
What is perhaps most telling in the petition is that everyone who was asked to sign the petition, with 2-3
exceptions, did so enthusiastically. Furthermore, those who did not sign the petition did so because of lack
of time or for other negligible reasons, not because they disapproved of the proposed stop signs. Many of
those who did sign the petition were, in. fact, very vocal about their long timne frustrations and concems
regarding the speed of traffic in the neighborhood, specifically on Renshaw, and expressed great hope that
the city will act in favor of the proposed stop signs.

After reading the stop sign research information senat to me by Mr. Abraham, I noticed that the data did not
support the mstallation of stop signs in neighborhoods like Windmill Pomnte. However, I believe stop signs
will deter excessive speeds by giving people pause. It will force them to become more aware of the
neighborhood surrounds and will serve as a reminder to even the most conscientious drivers that Renshaw
is a neighborhood not a thoroughfare, and thus correspondingly drive in an appropriately safe manner.
Ultimately, and most importantly, it is my belief that instaliation of the proposed stop signs would increase
the safety of children at play and other pedestnans in our neighborhood. And with the vast majority of
residentts in favor of these safety measures, installation of these stop signs clearly represents what is m the
best mterest of the community.

Thank you in advance for your attention to this very important problem. Hopefully, with quick action, we
can avoid a tragedy before it occurs. Please feel free to contact me at any time with any questions or to
help in any other related situation.

With appreciation for the city’s time, effort and expense attending to this matter,

g ok

Shanna Weagle
2198 Reuwshaww Or



PETITION TO THE CITY OF TROY REGARDING INSTALLING STOP SIGNS

To James C. Bacon, Jr., City Manager

May 14, 1998

In that automobiles speeding along Renshaw at all times of the day
present a hazard to pedestrians;

in that sight hindrances exist in the form of vehicles parked along
curves on Renshaw;

in that the speeding traffic travels on Renshaw around these curves
approaching intersections at Renshaw and at Thales;

We citizens of Troy petition for installation of all-way STOP signs
at the intersection of Renshaw & Millpond, and at the intersection

of Renshaw and Thales, per the Traffic Committee's suggested
resolution of May 20, 1998, .

Signature Name Address
Ko, Precy Rused 3115 ReENSHAW
‘ MSN/{\-’ /A 5/“;4// merd/
Lijnn Ter2gahli-bo b, 2003 Renshow
D pak Goliits,;, 2467 [rrdhas
, Q\cHF\RD LAwer 26724 RENS A
a2 : & LRTIS AAISER b8 RENSHAW
e A %Jm Ly A forter Lol0 Renshay,
/\w\u‘ MNA RSB Juuie S'T‘]n\pso;l “ 651 Rinohaw
Rea wrckeng _aLwy Lencity
WAL T PRSE uds BN
Cotrerns Robesad 5614 Qonshad
lee Paise Lropes 260y Lemdepes
TERRY STRETTEY 279/ RENSHAW

135;6<
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PETITION TO THE CITY OF TROY REGARDING INSTALLING BTOP BIGNS
To James C:. Bacon, Jr., City Manager
May 14, 1998

Signature Name Address

w@fe"%\ /Ef&t\fo SaLo'i 9ko Renchau
AQMJ’) . bonﬂH NAFSEE 2568 RENSHAW
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PETITION TO THE CITY OF TROY REGARDING INSTALLING STOP SIGNS
To James C. Bacon, Jr., City Manager
May 14, 1998
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PETITION TO THE CITY OF TROY EGARDING INS LING STO IGNS
To James C. Bacon, Jr., City Manager
May 14, 1998
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PETITION TO THE CITY OF TROY REGARDING INSTALLING STOP SIGNS
To James C. Bacon, Jr., City Manager
May 14, 1998
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Troy Fire Department

500 West Big Beaver Road, Troy, Michigan 48084
248-524-3419

April 7, 1998

Strobel Realty Associates
1958 Chancery

Troy MI 48098

RE: 1055 W. Square Lake
Dear Mr. Strobel:

In accordance with Chapter 106 of the Troy City Code, the above captioned property has been
surveyed by the Troy Fire Department for the purpose of establishing additional fire lanes.

It is requested that you or your representative attend the Traffic Committee meeting on May 20,
1998, at 7:30 p.m., which is held at the Troy City Hall, 500 W. Big Beaver Road, Troy.

If you have any questions regarding this matter, please feel free to contact me.
Sincerely,
TROY FIRE DEPARTMENT

obert Matlick
Lieutenant

RM/cz
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