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The Traffic Committee meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m. in the Lower Level
Conference Room of Troy City Hall on February 25, 1998 by Chairman Charles Solis.

1. Roll Call

PRESENT: Arthur Cotsonika
Michael Culpepper-.,‘l
John Diefenbaker
Ted Halsey
Jan Hubbell
Michael Paichesko
Charles Solis

ABSENT: None
Also present were the following:
4 —

5. Richard & Beverly Wiles, 975 E. Vandemool
Laura Balyeat, 965 E. Vandermool
Shirley Sheidon, 900 Vanderpool
John Wisniewski, 884 Vanderpool
Bob Newman, 871 Vanderpool
Pamela Travis, 820 Vanderpool

6. Debbi Reynolds, 1285 W. Wattles
Mike Donovan, 4085 Penrose
Gary Renard, 1344 Bradbury
Bryan Stempinski, 3679 Boulder Drive
Lesleigh Barnett, 2445 Belmont Ct.

7.  Larmry Bartos, Standard Federal Bank, 2600 W. Big Beaver
and Lt Gerard Scherlinck, Traffic Safety Unit
Lt. Robert Matlick, Fire Dept.
John Abraham, Traffic Engineer
Peggie Perry

2. Minutes - January 21, 1998

Moved by Palchesko
Supported by Hubbell

Recommend that the minutes of January 21, 1998 be accepted as printed.
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YEAS: 7
NAYS: 0
ABSENT: O

MOTION CARRIED

3.

i
!

Visitors' Time

No one appeared to address the Committee on any items not on the agenda.

Motion to Take Items Out of Order

Moved by Hubbell
Supported by Halsey

That Items 5, 6 and 7 be taken out of order.

YEAS: 7

NAYS: 0

ABSENT: 0

MOTION CARRIED

S. Remove NO PARKING Signs on One Side of Vanderpool

Laura Balyeat of 965 Vanderpool reports that both sides of the eastern end of
Vanderpool are signed NO PARKING. This is a real inconvenience, and at times it is
necessary to park in the ditch. She is concemed that guests visiting her may be
ticketed because they have nowhere else to park, and requests that the parking
restriction be removed on one side of the street to ease the situation.

The parking restriction was imposed following a Traffic Committee and City Council
resolution in 1983. The original request for the restriction came from residents on
Vanderpool. One of the reasons for the request may have been the commercial traffic
generated by the businesses at the east end, parking on Vanderpool. There are
several businesses on the comer of Rochester and Vanderpool and there is potential
for customer and employee parking on Vanderpool. At the moment, parking is
restricted for 1,000 feet from Rochester Road on both sides of Vanderpool.

Mr. Halsey noted that Flame Furnace trucks are temporarily parking at Pooltown on
Rochester Road. He feels that if the NO PARKING signs are removed, the
commercial trucks would park on Vanderpool. He pointed out that the street is only 19
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feet wide, without shoulders or sidewalks. Lt. Matlick said that fire trucks are 18-20
feet wide, and if parking is allowed on one side emergency vehicle access would be
restricted.

Letters were distributed from residents who could not attend the meeting: Gordon
Beachum, 921 Vanderpool, Mrs. T. Ognanovich, 983 Vanderpool, and Ervin and Edith
Holthus, 910 Vanderpool. These residents want the NO PARKING signs left as they
are (on both sides of the street). Mr. & Mrs. Holthus are concemed about children
walking along the narrow roadway ff cafs are parked along the side, and the reduced
visibility when they back out of their driveway.

Ms. Balyeat wondered why, if safety is a concem, parking is allowed beyond the 1000
feet from Rochester Road. She also assumes that there are other narrow streets in
Troy where parking is allowed on one side.

Richard Wiles and Bob Newman both spoke in favor of the NO PARKING signs. They
don't feel there is a problem.

Gordon Beachum sent a letter to the Committee in favor of the parking restrictions.
He is also concerned about emergency vehicle access.

Mr. Solis would like to see the signs removed from one side of the street. He feels
that every citizen should be able to park on his/her own street.

by Diefenbaker

Supported by Cotsonika

Recommend no changes to traffic control devices on Vanderpool.

YEAS: 5
NAYS: 1 (Solis)
ABSENT: O

ABSTAIN: 1 (Halsey)

MOTION CARRIED

Mr. Solis was opposed to this recommendation, as he feels residents should be able
to park on their own streets.

Mr. Halsey abstained from voting since he is a resident of Vanderpool.
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6. Add Center Turn Lane on Wattles Road Near Penrose

Debbi Reynolds, 1285 West Wattles, says that since the re-configuration of the
Penrose-Wattles pavement markings, she has difficulty turning onto Wattles from her
driveway. She feeis that other areas with similar situations have an exclusive left tumn
tane and would like one installed in this area. Ms. Reynolds indicated that a number
of customers getting their children to the day care she runs also have difficulty in
getting out of her driveway, particularly {n the moming. On 1/27/98 an eastbound car
was hit from the rear and pushed into thé path of an oncoming westbound car.

Prior to 1995, the pavement marking configuration at the intersection was similar to
what it is today. Figure 1 describes this configuration. The configuration consists ofa
passing lane for eastbound through traffic to maneuver around any vehicles waiting to
make a left tum onto Penrose. This also includes a right tum deceleration lane for
westbound vehicles making a right tum into Penrose.

Figure 1. Configuration today and was similar prior to 1885,

When Wattles was resurfaced in 1995, the City staff felt an exclusive left tum lane
addition to this intersection might help left tum vehicles and the eastbound traffic in
general. Figure 2 describes this configuration.
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Figure 2. Configuration with left tum lane - between 1885 and 1997

Soon after impiementation of this design, there were a number of concems from
residents of the area north of the intersection, serviced by Penrose. The concemns
were that when waiting in the left tum lane (eastbound), particularly at night, motorists
were faced with westbound vehicles that come up almost head on when they
negotiate the small ‘jog’ in the westbound tane. Also, the right tum traffic into Penrose
from westbound Wattles, in the absence of a right tum deceleration lane, created
extra congestion for the through traffic.

This issue was discussed at the April 1996 meeting of the Traffic Committee.
Suggestions made at the time were for better pavement markings, a greater taper,
and rumble strips at the end of the left tum lane. The issue was deferred to the
Engineering Department for their review and resolution. The Engineering Department
designed an expansion to the intersection with addition of a lane and revised
pavement markings, including rumble strips (please see attachments). Since the
project costs were to be around $80,000, this project was not budgeted by the City, as
there were many other critical projects that needed first attention. At that time the
residents were assured that though the project was not funded, the intersection
pavement markings would be modified to make the intersection safer. As a result the
new pavement markings were designed and installed.
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Ms. Reynolds feels that this configuration (Figure 1) has affected her adversely and
requests that the configuration be reverted back to that with the left tum lane (Figure
2). She passed out copies (attached) of a recent accident at this intersection. An
analysis of Watties Road and Livernois Road with two lane sections indicate that there
are 10 such configurations on Wattles Road and 9 other situations on Livernois.

Mike Donovan, of 4085 Penrose, representing the Homeowners' Association, said the
members want a center left tum lang, He recalled that in 1996 the Engineering
Department had planned and bid out the project, but the City decided not to fund it.
Mr. Donovan feels the City could be liable if someone is hurt in the area, since the
Traffic Committee and the Engineering Department aiready recommended that these
changes are needed.

A citizen passed out a sketch (attached) which he feels conforms to today's standards.
The Traffic Committee feels that this area is dangerous and should be improved.

by Culpepper

Supported by Palchesko

Recommend that City Council reconsider the Engineering Department's 1996 plans for
improvement of Wattles near Penrose.

YEAS: 7
NAYS: 0
ABSENT: O

MOTION CARRIED

Motion to Recommend No Changes at This Time

Moved by Cotsonika
Supported by Diefenbaker

Recommend no changes at this time until City Council reconsiders the previous
recommendation of the Traffic Committee.

YEAS: 7
NAYS: 0
ABSENT: O

MOTION CARRIED
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7. Establish Fire Lanes at Standard Federal Bank

The Troy Fire Department requests establishment of the proposed fire lanes at
Standard Federal Bank, 2600 West Big Beaver. Section 8.28, Chapter 106, Troy City
Code, provides for the establishment of fire lanes on private property. The Fire
Department recommends that the fire lanes shown on the attached sketch be
provided to allow proper deployment of;and travel by emergency vehicles (fire, police,
medical). ! .

Lt. Matlick said that on busy days a car can barely get through some aisles. When he
was checking the site he couldn't fit his Jeep Cherokee through some areas. Mr.
Culpepper got stuck in a narrow aisle and had to back out.

Larry Bartos, from Standard Federal Bank, attended the meeting and asked Lt. Matlick
to clarify the recommended fire lanes. He questioned the need for the parking
restrictions around the perimeter of the property. He admitted that there are parking
problems at the bank headquarters, but stated that they are only temporary. Standard
Federal is in the process of being taken over by another bank, and they are having a
unusually large number of visitors in the building to attend classes and seminars. This
problem will be alleviated by October of this year when the takeover is completed. In
the meantime, Somerset North will allow overflow to use the fourth level of their
parking structure. Mr. Bartos questioned the need for the restrictions around the
perimeter of the property.

Lt. Matlick, in answer to Mr. Cotsonika's question, stated that the criteria the Fire
Department is using are the same as for other properties in the City, and recommends
establishment of the fire lanes as proposed.

Moved by Halsey
Supported by Cotsonika

Recommend that the fire lanes/tow away zones shown in the attached sketch be established
for Standard Federal Bank.

YEAS: 7
NAYS: 0
ABSENT: O

MOTION CARRIED
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4. Traffic Problems at Hill Elementary School

Sgt. Mike Kerr and Officer Mark Livingston report traffic cutting through Hill School
property to travel between Dequindre and Wattles by way of Quincy and Forsyth. Sqgt.
Kerr is concemed for the safety of the children walking to and from school. There are
ROAD ENDS and DEAD END waming signs posted, but these are not enforceable.

The Traffic Engineering Department pegformed a study at the school on February 3,
1998. Between 7:30 a.m. and 9:00 &.m., 49 cars cut through school property.
Between 1:45 and 3:30 p.m., 48 cars cut through. The study defined cut-through
traffic as vehicles that entered one of the school driveways and exited the other,
without stopping. There were many cars that used the parking aisle as a through
street to get from one driveway to the other. Parents dropping/picking up kids were
not included as cut-through traffic. Observations during off-peak hours also indicated
a number of vehicles that use the school premises as a through route.

Other observations abput the school site included the following:

a. No demarcation between school property and public roadway.

b. The parking area has a designated one-way aisle in the westbound direction.
However there is no proper signage. DO NOT ENTER signs for the eastbound
direction at the beginning of the parking aisle may help.

c. The bus lane at the edge of the building has signs on the east end which seem
to be in poor condition and there are no signs preventing vehicles entering from
the west.

At the moment the only signs that inform motorists about the end of the public
roadway are DEAD END signs at the beginning of Quincy and Forsyth, and signs that
read ROAD ENDS at the termination points. None of these signs are enforceable and
police officers who work the area cannot issue citations for cutting through the school
premises.

Some options discussed inciuded installation of NO THROUGH TRAFFIC signs or
SCHOOL TRAFFIC ONLY signs that may provide for enforcement. But the maximum
effect of enforcement may be realized only when police officers are actually present.
Therefore, a long term solution may be reconfiguration of the school parking lot and
driveway approaches to the public roadways. Some options may be reconfiguring the
road, making Quincy an entrance for buses only, creating two cul-de-sac type
terminations to the public roadways such that there is no way straight through, and
others.

Mr. Diefenbaker and Mr. Halsey suggested cutting the parking lot in half with a barrier
to prevent through traffic. Motorists could enter from either side, make a U-turn and
leave the same way they came in. They discussed this with the school principal, who
seemed receptive to the idea.
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Mr. Cotsonika thought a gate at the end of Quincy might help. Lt. Scherlinck
suggested speed bumps.

There was nobody from the school at the meeting to address this issue.

Ultimately, the Traffic Committee determined that it could act in an advisory capacity
only, as the City has no jurisdiction over school property.

i
#

Moved by Halsey
Supported Diefenbaker

Recommend referring this matter back to the police officers in order for them to take the
Traffic Committee’s suggestions to the school administration for discussion and
implementation as they see fit.

YEAS: 7
NAYS: 0
ABSENT: O
MOTION CARRIED

8. Election of Officers

Moved by Hubbell
Supported by Diefenbaker

To eiect Charles Solis Chairman of the Traffic Committee.

YEAS: 7
NAYS: 0
ABSENT: O

MOTION CARRIED

Moved by Hubbell
Supported by Halsey

To elect Michael Palchesko Vice-Chairman of the Traffic Committee.
YEAS: 7

NAYS: 0
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ABSENT: O
MOTION CARRIED

9. Other Business

Mr. Diefenbaker asked about the cycling of the traffic signal at Delphi. Mr. Abraham
explained that the light is only temporary’and will be removed during summer of 1998.

Mr. Culpepper mentioned that motorists on eastbound Long Lake tuming left onto

northbound Corporate face a sign PROCEED ON GREEN ONLY. He has noticed that
the wait for green is too long and many people run the red light.

10. Adjourn
The next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, March 18, 1998.

Moved by Halsey
Supported by Hubbell

To adjourn the meeting at 9:15 p.m.

YEAS: 7
NAYS: 0
ABSENT: O

MOTION CARRIED
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Moved by Hubbel!
Supported by Diefenbaker

Recommend the installation of no stopping, standing or parking signs on north side of
Witherbee, Eton to Graefield.

YEAS: 6 Cotsonika, Diefenbaker, Halsey, Hubbell, Perry, Townson

NAYS: 0

i

ABSENT: 1 Solis

MOTION CARRIED

ITEM 12. REVIEW PAVEMENT MARKINGS ON WATTLES ROAD AT PENROSE

Correspondence received from Evelyn Chan, 1337 Bradbury Dr., expresses concermn about
the operation of Wattles Road in the vicinity of Penrose Dr. After Wattles Road was
resurfaced in 1995, new pavement markings were placed to create a continuous left turn
lane from Northfield Parkway to Penrose. As a result, the deceleration lane for westbound
Wattles at Penrose was deleted in favor of a continuous center turn lane. The pavement
marking could be enhanced or revised to reduce potential for a head on collision and rear
end collisions on Wattles. -

Jerry Holmberg of 1351 Bradbury distributad two sketches; (A) conditions that existed prior
to the road work done last summer, and (B) current conditions with the new left turn lane
and the right turn lane eliminated. -

Evelyn Chan of 1337 Bradbury noted that when vehicles making right hand turns are backed
up, impatient motorists veer into the left hand turn lane to pass.

Mike Donovan stated that he was a member of the Board of Directors for Woodland
Subdivision and that residents were very concerned about the potential for a serious
accident.

Mr. Cotsonika felt that a greater taper was needed and rumble strips at the end of the left
turn lane would be helpful. Mr. Beaubien concurred with the idea of rumble strips to create
a traffic island and also suggested new pavement markings. Mr. Townson wondered if
eliminating the left turn lane completely and going back to the right turn lane would solve
the current problems. Mr. Beaubien explained that ending the left turn lane farther west
could create similar problems at an adjacent intersection.

Moved by Halsey
Supported by Hubbell

Recommend that this Item be returned to the Engineering Department for their review and
resolution.
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ITEM 7

Troy Fire Departmént .

500 West Big Beaver R;éﬁ, Troy, Michigan 48084
248-524-3419

¥

January 23, 1998

Mr. Larry S. Barlos
Standard Federal Bank
2600 W Big Beaver Rd
Troy Ml 48084

RE: 2600 W. Big Beaver Rd.
Dear Mr. Barlos:

In accordance with Chapter 106 of the Troy City Code, your property, known as 2600 W. Big

Beaver Rd, has been surveyed by the Troy Fire Department for the purpose of establishing
additional fire lanes.

It is requested that you or your representative attend the Traffic Committee meeting on February
18. 1998, at 7:30 p.m., which is held at the Troy City Hall, 500 W. Big Beaver Road, Troy.

If you have any questions regarding this matter, please feel free to contact me.
Sincerely.

TROY FIRE DEPARTMENT

W)ﬂé/

Robert Matlick
Licutenant

RM/cz
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ITEM 4

RESULTS OF CUT-THROUGH STUDY AT HILL
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

Time Interval

From Forsyth to Quincy

From Quincy to Forsyth

MORNING

7:30 - 7:45 a.m.

ey
W

7:45 - 8:00 a.m.

8:00 - 8:15a.m.

8:15 - 8:30 a.m.

8:30 - 8:45 a.m.

8:45 - 9:00 a.m.

»lo|o|wle

TOTAL

0
W

— —
AFTERNOON

1:45 - 2:00 p.m.

2:00 - 2:15 p.m.

2:15 - 2:30 p.m.

2:30 - 2:45 p.m.

2:45 - 3:00 p.m.

3:00 - 3:15 p.m.

3:15 - 3:30 p.m.

TOTAL

(&) "I—l
Hmmmmo.—lr- m.—-wwmum

zwwmw-pwp-

Date: Tuesday, February 3, 1998
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