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The Traffic Committee meeting was held in the Council Chambers at City
Hall on April 26, 1978. The meeting was called to order by Robert Hanna,
Chairman, at 7:30 P.M.

ITEM: 1 ROLL CALL

PRESENT: Robert F. Hanna
Arnold Pettarson
Tapan Datta
Leon Deniseon
Carl Stallin
Stewart Slatkin

ABSENT: | Jack Diom

Also present were Robert Riker, 4347 Allegheny, Troy, David T. Hortom, re- .
presenting Northfield Hills, Ellen Ritteman, representing Courtwood Villa,
Anne Hiemstra, representing Northfield Hills, Hank Hartfeldexr, Troy Police,
Richard Sineclair, Troy Fire and Richard F. Beaubilen, Transportation Engineer.

ITEM: 2 « MINUTES

Moved by Datta
Supported by Stellin

That the minutes of March 22, 1978 be approved as ptintéd.
Yeas: 6, Hamna, Petterson, Datta, Denison, Stellin, Slatkin
Nays: ]

Absent: 1, Dicmn

MOTION PASSED

ITEM: 3 VISITORS TIME

See Items 4, 9 amd 10.

ITEM: & RECONSIDERATION OF FIRE LANES AT NORTEFIELD HILLS

Ms. Hiemstraz and Mr. Horton appeared in behalf of this item.

Section 8.28, Chapter 105, Troy City Code provides for the establiskment

of fire lanes om private property. The Fire Department recommends that

the fire lanes showm in the attached sketch be provided at Northfield Hills.
to allow proper deployment of and travel by emergency vehicles (fire, police,
medial). TFire lanes at Northfield Hills were approved at the Traffic Com-
mittee meeting of February 23, 1978 but property cwners were given ounly a

9 day notice of the meeting instead of the 10 days required by City Code.
These fire lanes were reconsidered so that property owners would have
adequata notice of their right to appear and comment. Tt was reccommended
that the fire lanmes shown in the attached sketch be established at Northfield

Hills. Oﬁ/ & Mo /
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ITEM 4 (contd)

Ms. Ann Heimstra, attorney representing Northfield Hills and Rouge Lees,
advised the Traffic Committee that residents of these residential complexes

are requesting a variation on the posting of fire lane signs as specified in
the Ordinance (Section 8.28, Chapter 105)}. It is their opinion that the
posting of signs every 100 feet would detract from the appearance of the de-
velopment. Alsc, they object to the expense of the signs, not only the indtial
cost but the maintenance necessary te keep the signs and surrounding areas in
good condition. .

Ms. Heimstra stated the suggestion was made to paint the curb areas along
the designated fire routes indicating "no parking", and at the entrances have
a sign stating there is no parking in designated areas.

Ms. Heimstra informed the members she had talked with Fire Chief, Jim Halsey,
and that he advised that the designating of fire lane routes must conform

to the Uniform Code. She also spoke with Willlam Wolanin, City Attorney.
According to Ms. Heimstra, Mr. Welanin gave a tentative opinion that a variation
in the direction Northfield Hills wanted could be accomplished. Mr. Wolanin
wanted to confer with Dennis Grifka, his assistant, who handles ordinance en-
forcement for a possible recommendation, he told Ms. Heimstra.

Mr. Stellin advised Ms. Heimstra that this ordinance is similar to the ome for
all subdivisions, and that the posting of fire lames is for the protection and
safety of the residents. In the event of a fire or other emergency, equipment
must be able to operate in an expedient manner.

Traffic Committee members agreed that the suggestion of painting the curb area
was not a sound or practical recommendation, especially during our Winter season
when snow would conceal curb markings.

Mr. Datta observed that 1f the variation was approved and a catastrophe occurred
in the Northfield Hills area, the City of Trov could be held liable.

Mr. Slatkin stated that he felt the City could work toward the pesting of a mini-
mum of signs for this complex, since this seemed to be cne of the objectioms.

For clarification, Mr. Beaubien read from Chapter 105, Sec. 8.28 ¢:; Posting,
uniformity, responsibility, _

"All fire lanes shall be conspicuocusly posted with uniform fire lane signs
in keeping with the standard established in the Michigan Manual of Uniform
Traffic Control Devices as revised as as prescribed by the Fire Chief or his
designated representative and erected no further tham one hundred (100) feet
apart in all areas designated as fire lanes. The erection and maintenance
of said signs shall be the responsibility of the property owner. Any owner,
who, upon notification that a fire lane has been established on his property
and within (30) thirty days thereof fails to erect uniform fire lane sigms
shall be in violation of this article and subject to punishment as provided
by ordinance. Further, when said signs are not erected within (30) thirty
days of notification, the City Council may direct said signs to be erected
and the cost thereof assessed against the property on the next general assess-—

ment roll of the City.
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ITEM 4 (contd)

When such fire lanes are adjacent to a parking lot such fire lanes shall
be clearly outlined with curbing, posts or other markings raised above
the grade suffic1ently so they will not be obscured by snow or other
materials.ciceinenns

To the question by Traffic Committee members to Ms. Heimstra as to what
would be the attitude of the residents if the decision by City Council
is that the ordinance must be adhered to, she stated they would accept
the decision.

Moved by Datta
Supported by Stellin

Recommend that Item 4 be tabled until the Traffic Committee's meeting of
May 24 at which Mr. Beaubien will convey the report fréom the City
Attorney's office.

Yeas: 6, Hanna, Petterson, Datta, Denison, Stellin, Slatkin
Nays: 0
Absent: 1, Dion

MOTION PASSED

ITEM 5 RECONSIDERATION OF FIRE LANES AT ROUGE LEES

Ms. Hiemstra and Mr. Horton appeared in behalf of this item.

Section 8.28, Chapter 105, Troy City Code provides for the establishment of
fire lanes on private property. The Fire Department recommends that the

fire lanes shown in the attached sketch be provided at Rouge Lees to allow
proper deployment of and travel by emergency vehicles (fire, police, medical).
Fire lanes at Rouge Lees were approved at the Traffic Committee meeting of
February 23, 1978 but property owners were given only a 9 day notice of the
meeting instead of the 10 days required by City Code. These fire lanes were
reconsidered so that property owners would have adequate notice of their right
to appear and comment. It was recommended that the fire lanes shown in the
attached sketch be established at Rouge Lees.

Moved by Datta
Supported by Stellin

Recommend that Item 5 also be tabled until the Traffic Committee's meeting of
May 24 at which Mr., Beaubien will convey the report from the City Attorney's
office.

Yeas: 6, Hanna, Petterson, Datta, Denison, Stellin, Slatkin
Nays: 0
Absent: 1, Dion

MOTION PASSED
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ITEM: 6 RECONSIDERATION QF FIRE LANES AT CHARTER SQUARE
APARTMENTS

Section 8.28, Chapter 105, Troy City Code provides for the establishment

of fire lanes on private property. The Fire Department recommends that

the fire lanes shown in the attached sketch be provided at Charter Square
Apartmeunts to allow proper deployment of and travel by emergency vehicles
(fire, police, medical). Fire lanes at Charter Square Apartments were
approved at the Traffic Committee meeting of February 23, 1978 but

property owners were given only a 9 day notice of the meeting instead of
the 10 days required by City Code. These fire lanes were reconsidered

s0 that property owners would have adequate notice of their right to appear
and comment.

Moved by Stellin
Supported by Datta

Recommend that the fire lanes shown in the attached sketch be established
at Charter Square Apartments.

Yeas: .6, Hanna, Petterson, Datta, Denison, Stellin, Slatkin
Nays: Q
Absent: 1, Dion

MOTION PASSED

ITEM: 7 RECONSIDERATION OF FIRE LANES AT CANTERBURY SQUARE
APARTMENTS

Section 8.28, Chapter 105, Troy City Code provides for the establishment

of fire lanes on private property. The Fire Department recommends that

the fire lanes shown in the attached sketch be provided at Canterbury Square
Apartmerits to allow proper deployment of and travel by emergency vehicles
(fire, police, medical). Fire lanes at Canterbury Square Apartments were
approved at the Traffic Committee meeting of February 23, 1978 but property
owners were given only a 9 day notice of the meeting instead of the 10 days
raquired by City Code. These fire lanes were reconsidered so that property
owners would have adequate notice of their right to appear and comment. It
was recommended that the fire lanes shown in the attached sketch be established
at Canterbury Square Apartments.

Moved by Stellin
Supported by Datta

Recommend that the fire lanes shown in the attached sketch be established
at Canterbury Square Apartments. '

Yeas: 6, Hanna, Petterson, Datta, Denison, Stellin, Slatkin
Nays: 0
Absent: 1, Diem

MOTION PASSED
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ITEM: 3§ RECONSIDERATION OF FIRE LANES AT WEXFORD CONDOMINIUMS

Section 8.28, Chapter 105, Troy City Code provides for the establishment
of fire lanes on private property. The Fire Department recommends that
the fire lanes shown in the attached sketches be provided at Wexford
Condominiums to allow proper deployment of and travel by emergency
vehicles (fire, police, medical). Fire lanes at Wexiord Condominiums
were approved at the Traffic Committee meeting of February 23, 1978 but
property owners were given only a 9 day notice of the meeting instead of
the 10 days required by City Code. These fire lanes were reconsidered so
that property owners would have adequate notice of their right to appear
and comment. It was recommended that the fire lanes shown in the attached
sketches be established at Wexford Condominiums. :

Moved by Stellin
Supported by Datta

Recommend that the fire lanes shown in the attached sketches be established
at Wexford Condominiums.

Yess: 6, Hamna, Petterson, Datta, Denison, Stellin, Slatkin
Nays: 0
Absent: 1, Dion

MOTION PASSED

ITEM: 9 ESTABLISH FIRE LANES AT COURTWOOD VILLA CONDOMINIUMS

Ms. Ellen Ritteman appeared in behalf of this item. She stated that the
fire lanes as indicated in the sketch would meet the approval of Court-
wood Villa Condominiums.

Section 8.28, Chapter 105, Troy City Code provides for the establishment

of fire lanes on private property. The Fire Department recommends that

the fire lanes shown in the attached sketch be provided at Courtwood Villa
Condominiums to allow proper deployment of and travel by emergency vehicles
(fire, police, medical).

Moved by Stellin
Supported by Datta

Recommend that the fire lanes shown in the attached sketch be astablished
at Courtwood Villa Condominiums.

Yeas: 6, Hanna,-Petterson, Datta, Denison, Stellin, Slatkin
Nays: 0
Absent: 1, Dion

MOTION PASSED
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ITEM: 10 INSTALL STOP SIGNS ON HILLCRESCENT AT ALLEGHENY

Mr. Robert Riker, 4347 Allegheny, appeared in behalf of this item.

He had requested the installation of stop signs (3-way) on Hillscrescent
at Allegheny to control speeding om Hillcrescent. He is concermed for
the safety of childrem playing along Hillcrescent. Since a yield sign
has been placed om Allegheny at Hillcrescent, this sign would have to be
removed if stop signs on Hillcrescent were approved. To be made part of
the record, Mr. Riker submitted 2 letter from Mr. and Mrs. George P. Hall,
2199 Hillcrescent, in support of this recommendation.

Mr. Stellin informed Mr. Riker of the past numerous requests from other
subdivisions the Traffic Committee had received asking for the installation
of stop signs to control speeding. He also advised how after in-depth
studies conducted by the City of Troy's Traffic Engineering Divisiom, it -
was determined that stop signs do not contrel speeding. Mr. Stellin, and
other members, pointed out to Mr. Riker that 99% of the speeding drivers
were most probably subdivision residents, to which Mr. Riker agreed.

They also pointed out that the indiscrimate posting of stop signs gives
children a false sense of security, expecting that cars will stop at the
sign, when possibly the driver may not stop at all, or merely come to a
rolling stop. Also, Mr. Riker was advised that stop sign installation must
conform with the Michigan Manual of Uniform Traffic Control Devices. The
City is open for lawsuits in the case of accidents if signs are not warranted.

To Mr. Riker's comment that the prime offenders were teenage drivers during
the weekends, Mr. Datta suggested that police surveillance would be in order.
Patrolman Hartfelder agreed this was possible and suggested to Mr. Riker that
he contact the Police Department or Mr. Beaubien to set up an enforcement
program.

Traffic Committee members further advised Mr. Riker to conduct an educational
program in his subdivision, pessibly through their newsletter. Identification
of vehicle, license number and if identifable, the driwver, could be printed

in the newsletter to alert residents that the speeding drivers are subdivision
residents. If complete identification is available, speeding drivers can also
be reported to the Police Department and a warrant issued.

Moved by Datta
Supported by Stellin

Recommend that no change be made in the traffic control devicaes at the
Hillcrescent/Allegheny intersection, but that the Troy Police Department is to
take action in terms of speed enforcement upon receipt of definite time to be
requested by Mr. Riker to either Cpl. Wm. Maur of the Police Department, or
Mr., Beaubien, Transportation Engineer. The Traffic Committee is to be fully
informed of the results of this surveillance.

Yeas: 6, Hanna, Petterson,'Datta, Denison, Stellin, Slatkin
Nays: 0
Absent: 1, Diomn

MOTION PASSED
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ITEM: 11 PROHIBIT PARKING ON THE SOUTH SIDE OF ROBINWOOQD

No parking signs are needed on the south of Robinwood to assure that at
least 20 feet of pavement, unobstructed by parked vehicles, is available:
for traffic.  The 20 ft. minimum pavement width is required on all City
Major Streets under the Uniform Criteria for Major Streets promulgated

by the Michigan Department of State Highways and Transportation. 1In March
1976, Troy City Council adopted a program to assure that all the City's
Major Streets would comply with the Uniform Criteria. This program called
for the prohibition of parking on the south side of Robinwood, Cherry to
Rochester, during 1978.

Removal of parking from the south side of Robinwood also also be consistent
with our poliecy of prohibiting parking om the fire hydrant side of the
street. Therefore, it was recommended by Mr. Beaubien that parking he prohi-
bited on the south side of Robinwocod from Cherry to Rochester.

Mr. Datta questioned whether the width of Robinwood, despite the shoulder
area, is wide enough to allow parking on the north side. He felt the committee
should recommend no parking on either side (north and south) of Robinwood
from Cherry to Rochester until a further investigation is made by Mr. Beaubien.

+For clarification, Mr. Beaubien read from the Uniform Criteria for Major Streets,
as follows: "The following minimum critera will apply, in order to maintain
an effective and safe existing Major Street network.

Non-Curbed Streets Pavement Width
Parallel Parking om Pavement One Side 28" (end of quote)

Moved by Slatkin
Supported by Denison

Recommend that Item 11, to prohibit parking on the socuth side of Robinwood from
Cherry to Rochester, be withdrawn for further investigation.

Yeas: a, Hanna, Petterson, Datta, Denison, Stellin, Slatkin
Nays: 0
Absent: 1, Dion

MOTION PASSED

ITEM: 12 PROHIBIT WESTBOUND THROUGH TRAFFIC ON DERBY AT ADAMS

The attached letter from the City of Birmingham contains a request for the
City of Troy to prohibit the "west to east (sic.) through movement across
Adams between Derby and Mohegan'. (We understand their request to be for
the prohibition of westbound through traffic from Derby to Mohegan).
Birmingham feels this regulation is needed to reduce "cut-through' traffic
in the subdivision to the west.
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Item 12 (contd)

Traffic counts conducted by the City of Troy in January 1978 indicated that <
the westbound through movement on Derby was 22 vehicles between 7:30 A.M.

and 8:30 A.M. and 16 vehicles between 2:45 P.M. and 3:45 P.M. This compares
with a daily volume of 824 counted on Mohegan by Birmingham's comsultant in
the Summer of 1977.

In October 1977 no through traffic signs were placed to prohibit the east-
west through movement at the Meijer/Crooks/Elmwood intersection. Observation
of this intersection in April 1978 indicated that through movements in bath
directions were still being made in spite of the prohibition.

It should be noted that if Birmingham wishes to implement the "all traffic must
turn' strategy, through traffic from west to east should also be prohibited-
since it 1s possible for through traffic to travel in either direction on
Mohegan.

In spite of the through traffic, Mohegan carries a reascnably low volume of
traffic compared to most residential streets in Troy. This relatively low
volume would not appear to present a sufficiently large problem to warrant
adoption of a traffic regulation requiring all westbound Derby traffiec to turm
on to Adams. Such a regulation would not command . the respect of the motoring
public and would be difficult to enforce. A westbound driver going through
from Derby te Mohegan would be ticketed by a Birmingham Police Officer enforc-
ing a Troy ordimance. Adoption of an "all traffic must turn" regulation for
westbound Derby at Adams was not recommended. '

After discussion, Traffic Committee members agreed they did not feel there
should be a change in this regulation.

Moved by Slatkin
Supported by Datta

Recommend that an "all traffic must turn” regulation not be adopted for westbound
Derby at Adams, and that Mr. Beaubien, after City Council's decision, send an
appropriate reply te the Birmingham Police Department.

Yeas: 6, Hanna, Petterson, Datta, Denison, Stellin, Slatkin
Nays: 0
Absent: 1, Dion

MOTION PASSED

ITEM: 13 OTHER BUSINESS

Mr. Beaubien informed Traffic Committee members of the Big Beaver Road Public
Hearing scheduled for May 17, 1978 at 7:30 P.M., Troy City Hall. He stated
that their input would be valuable for the formulation of this needed widen-
ing project. He noted that if they are unable to attend, their view could be
added to the record by writing to the Oakland County Road Commission.
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Mr. Beaubien read excerpts from Oakland County Road's Negative Declaration
Statement (items 1 through 9) to the Traffic Committee members and presented
each member with a copy of the statement for their review.

Mr. Beaubien told members that present plans for Big Beaver call for a 4~lane
boulevard pavement with a wide center median, from Coolidge to Liverneis.

East of Livernois widening 1is tentatively scheduled for 1982-86, but it is
hoped this would occur goonmer than 1982, Macomb County is now planning for the
continuatim of Metro Parkway widening to Dequindre, scheduled for this Summer.

Mr. Beaubien said we hope to see the widening of both Rochester and Big Beaver
during the Summer of 1979.

ITEM: 14 ADJQURNMENT

Moved by Datta
Supported by Petterson

That the Traffic Committee meeting of April 26, 1978 be adjourned at 9:00 P.M.
Yeas: 6, Hanna, Pettersom, Datta, Denison, Stellin, Slatkin

Nays: 0

Absent: 1, Diom

MOTION PASSED

ROBERT HANNA,
CHAIRMAN

hd
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HALL INDUSTRIES CORP.

31855 VAN DYKE AvE.  Poot Office Box 809  waRREN, MICHIGAN 45090

GEQRGE E. MHALL TELEPHONE

VICE PREJIDENT - MARNETING 3 268-9340

April 25, 1978

City of Troy Public Works Department
500 W. Big Beaver Road
Troy, Michigan  L4808L

ATTENTION: Richard Beaubien, Transportation Engineer
Dear Mr. Beaubien:

My wife and I were unable to atfend the meeting scheduled for
Wednesday, April 26, 1978, but we felt obligated to write and express
our views regarding the request for three stop signs at the intersection .
of Allegheny and Hillerescent Drive. It is certainly our feeling that
these signs are necessary in order to prevent a needless tragedy that
is likely to oecur without them.

It is apparent that many an unthirking child {our owm included)
in the neighborhood dash agross these two streets near this inter-
section many times during any given day. It is also apparent that many
teenage drivers have chosen these two streets as their favorite drag
strips, both day and night! All of us in the area have wiitnessed several
close calls and it is our considered opinicn that stop signs would slow
the traffic pattern to a point where it would be safer for all zoncerned.

We are, therefore, strongly advocating the propesal or petition for
three stop signs at this dangerous intersection and would hope that the
Troy Public Works Department will respond affirmatively to this appeal.

truly yours,

7, |
//«f’/ 55 %éé @ ),L"ﬂ'u”\{. 7 KL

George E. & Yvonme P. Hall
2199 Hillecrescent Drive
Troy, Michigan L48098

GEH:gd
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April 19, 1978

Edward P. Ostin,

Acting Chief of Police
Birmingham Police Department
151 Martin Street ’
Birmingham, Michigan 48011

Dear Mr. Ostin:

Your letter of April 5 requesting that Troy adopt a traffic regulation re-
quiring all westbound Derby traffic to turn on to Adams has been raferrad

to the Troy Traffic Committee. The Traffic Committee is expected to make-
a recommendation to Troy City Council during the month of May.

Very truly yours,

M%&o
Richard F. Beaubien, P.E.
Transportation Engineer

RFB:hd

ce: Traffic Commitres Members, including Ex-afficioc Members

Frank Gerstenecker, City Manager

William M. Costick, Assistant City Manager
Richard L. Graham, Director of Public Works
William Maur, Troy Police Department

(3

th

99 W. BiG 2EAVIR RCAD » TROY, MICHIGAN 43084 + PHOME:(AREA 313) §36-4897
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EDWARD P. OSTIN

Acting Chief af Palics

by:
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April 5, 1878

City of Troy
500 West Big Beaver Road
Troy, Michigan 48054

Attn: Richard Beaubien, P.E,
Transportation Engineer

Dear Mr. Beaubien:

In a recent traffic study conducted by Mr., Samuel A, Walker,
III, in a residential area west of Adams and north of Maple,
there was a recommendation to prevent westbound Derby traffic
from crossing Adams and entering Mohegan, the street opposite
Derby. It was thought that the elimination of this west to
east through movement between Derby and Mohegan would aid in
reducing the cut-through traffic in the subdivision. '

To accomplish this, it was felt that the green indicators on
the traffic signal for westbound Derby at Adams would have
to be altered to show only a right/left arrow indication.
The Birmingham City Commission has asked us to pursue this
recommendation and since this is a boundry line traffic
signal, your agreement is necessary to undertake this re-
vision,

If you need additional information please contact me.
Very truly yours,

Edward P. Ostin
Acting Chief of Police

P ttoid D
Millard D, Sguire

Lisutenant
Administrative Division

MDS/T2k



