
NOTICE:  Persons with disabilities needing accommodations for effective participation in this meeting should call (248) 
524-3451 at least two working days in advance of the meeting. An attempt will be made to make reasonable 
accommodations. 

 
 

 

 

1. Call to Order: 

 

2. Roll Call:  David Gorcyca, Chairman, Matthew Martin, Vice Chair, Annalisa Bluhm, Ann Comiskey, 
Kelly Jones 

 

3. Proposed Resolution for Approval of Minutes: RESOLVED, that the Liquor Advisory Committee 
minutes for July 15, 2024 meeting are APPROVED.   

 

4. Items for Action:  
 

A. Proposed Resolution for Process:  

 
RESOLVED, that the following process is hereby adopted for consideration of the Committee’s 
recommendations for up to five Quota Class C Liquor Licenses which are now available in the 
City of Troy:  
 

1. Each applicant completed an initial questionnaire, and the Troy Police Department 
completed a background investigation which did not reveal any areas of concern.  
These questionnaires contain personal identifying information, and as such, are not 
included in the agenda packet, which is available to the public.  

2. Each applicant also completed a supplemental questionnaire, which is provided as 
part of this Agenda, along with additional information applicant provided to City 
Administration by the Committee’s deadline of Monday, July 29, 2024 at 4:30 pm.  

3. Each applicant can have up to seven minutes at the meeting to provide any additional 
information to the Committee. The applicant presentations, if any, shall be made in 
alphabetical order.  

4. After all of the applicants have had the opportunity to address the Committee, 
members of the Committee will have an opportunity to make a motion to recommend 
one of the individual applicants receive one of the available liquor quota licenses 
available in the City of Troy.  If this motion is seconded, then the Committee shall 
have the opportunity to discuss and deliberate the merits of the recommended 
licensee.  Once the Committee has concluded its deliberation, then the Committee 
will vote on a rotating roll call basis.  At least three affirmative Committee votes are 
required for each recommendation to City Council.  

5. The Committee can repeat the process identified in paragraph 4 for additional 
individual applicant recommendations, but no more than five recommendations for 
individual liquor license applicants shall be forwarded to the Troy City Council.         

 

 

 

 

 
 

LIQUOR ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

AGENDA 

August 5, 2024 – 7:00 PM 

Lower Level Conference Room – City Hall 

500 West Big Beaver, Troy, MI 48084 



NOTICE:  Persons with disabilities needing accommodations for effective participation in this meeting should call (248) 
524-3451 at least two working days in advance of the meeting. An attempt will be made to make reasonable 
accommodations. 

B. Applicant Presentations, if any:  The following Applicants, listed in alphabetical order, 
are seeking one of the five available quota licenses in the City, and timely completed 
Supplemental Questionnaires prior to the July 29, 2024 deadline:  

 

1. Aji Sushi, located at 1325 Coolidge Hwy, Troy, MI 48084  

2. Caballero’s Cigar Lounge, 2890 W. Maple Rd, Troy, MI 48084   

3. Deccan Delights, 3516 Rochester Rd, Troy, MI 48083   

4. Ernie’s, 760 W. Wattles Rd, Troy, MI 48098   

5. Hyatt Place Hotel, 801 W. Big Beaver, Troy, MI 48084   

6. Kazoku Sushi, 30 W. Square Lake Rd, Troy, MI 48098   

7. Paradise Biryani Pointe, 3880 Rochester Rd, Troy, MI 48085   

8. Renee’s Gourmet Pizza, 1937 West Maple Rd, Troy, MI 48084    

9. Saltwater Eatery, 3672 Rochester Rd, Troy, MI 48083   

10. VIN 809, 809 W. Big Beaver, Troy, MI 48084   
 

C. Proposed Resolutions Recommending Applicants for available Quota Class C 

Liquor Licenses:    
 

A. RESOLVED, that the Liquor Advisory Committee has reviewed Supplemental Applications for 
up to five available Quota Class C Liquor Licenses, all of which successfully completed the 
City of Troy Police Department’s background investigation and timely submitted a 
Supplemental Application.  After providing each potential Applicant with an opportunity to 
provide any additional information, the Liquor Advisory Committee hereby RECOMMENDS to 
the City Council that it approve the Quota Class C Liquor License for Applicant 
_____________________________.  Yes  _______   No ________ 

 
B. RESOLVED, that the Liquor Advisory Committee has reviewed Supplemental Applications for 

up to five available Quota Class C Liquor Licenses, all of which successfully completed the 
City of Troy Police Department’s background investigation and timely submitted a 
Supplemental Application.  After providing each potential Applicant with an opportunity to 
provide any additional information, the Liquor Advisory Committee hereby RECOMMENDS to 
the City Council that it approve the Quota Class C Liquor License for Applicant 
_____________________________.  Yes  _______   No ________ 

 
C. RESOLVED, that the Liquor Advisory Committee has reviewed Supplemental Applications for 

up to five available Quota Class C Liquor Licenses, all of which successfully completed the 
City of Troy Police Department’s background investigation and timely submitted a 
Supplemental Application.  After providing each potential Applicant with an opportunity to 
provide any additional information, the Liquor Advisory Committee hereby RECOMMENDS to 
the City Council that it approve the Quota Class C Liquor License for Applicant 
_____________________________.  Yes  _______   No ________ 

 
D. RESOLVED, that the Liquor Advisory Committee has reviewed Supplemental Applications for 

up to five available Quota Class C Liquor Licenses, all of which successfully completed the 
City of Troy Police Department’s background investigation and timely submitted a 
Supplemental Application.  After providing each potential Applicant with an opportunity to 
provide any additional information, the Liquor Advisory Committee hereby RECOMMENDS to 
the City Council that it approve the Quota Class C Liquor License for Applicant 
_____________________________.  Yes  _______   No ________ 

 
E. RESOLVED, that the Liquor Advisory Committee has reviewed Supplemental Applications for 

up to five available Quota Class C Liquor Licenses, all of which successfully completed the 
City of Troy Police Department’s background investigation and timely submitted a 



NOTICE:  Persons with disabilities needing accommodations for effective participation in this meeting should call (248) 
524-3451 at least two working days in advance of the meeting. An attempt will be made to make reasonable 
accommodations. 

Supplemental Application.  After providing each potential Applicant with an opportunity to 
provide any additional information, the Liquor Advisory Committee hereby RECOMMENDS to 
the City Council that it approve the Quota Class C Liquor License for Applicant 
_____________________________.  Yes  _______   No ________ 

 

5. Public Comment: 

 

 6.   Board Member Comment: 

 

 7. Adjournment: 
 







 

 SUPPLEMENTAL LIQUOR LICENSE APPLICANT QUESTIONNAIRE 
 
NABIL ASHI 
CABALLEROS CIGAR LOUNGE, LLC 
2890 WEST MAPLE ROAD 
TROY, MI. 48084 
(517)202-2098 
ASHIN@MSU.EDU 

 
 
 
  

1_ Applicant’s Corporate Name:  
 
CABALLEROS CIGAR LOUNGE, LLC 

 
  

2.Type of Liquor License : 
 

CLASS C 
 
  
3.The Name of the Applicant business:  
 

CABALLEROS CIGAR AND BAR LOUNGE 
 
  

4.Street address of the property where liquor licenses is to be located:  

 

2890 West Maple Road, Troy, MI 48084 
 

  
5_._W_h_a_t_ _i_s_ _t_h_e_ _a_p_p_l_i_c_a_n_t_’s_ _m_a_n_a_g_e_m_e_n_t_ 
_e_x_p_e_r_i_e_n_c_e_ _i_n_ _t_h_e_ _a_l_c_o_h_o_l_/_l_i_q_u_o_r_ 
_b_u_s_i_n_e_s_s_?_ _ 
 



Owner and operator. Duration January 2021 until February 2024. Achievements: 
Grew annual revenue to $3.9 Million in 2023.  Reprehensibilities: I was 
responsible for managing all aspects of the business, including the crucial area of 
alcohol and liquor operations. My Experience in this domain encompasses several 
key responsibilities and achievements: 
1. Licensing and Compliance: 
*Successfully obtained and maintained all necessary alcohol and liquor licenses 
required for the operation of Aldana's Mexican Grill. 
*Ensured the restaurant's adherence to all federal, state, and local regulations 
governing, the sale and service of alcoholic beverages. 
*Regularly updated staff training to comply with evolving alcohol service laws and 
regulations. 
2. Staff Recruitment and Training: 
*Recruited and hired qualified staff with focus on individuals with prior 
experience in the food and beverage industry. 
3. Inventory Management : 
Oversaw the procurement, inventory control, and storage of all alcoholic 
beverages. 
4. Customer Experience:  
Created a premium selection of Tequila, wines, beers, and spirits to enhance the 
dining experience. 
 
 
 
  

6.Operating Statement- use the space below include or attach an 
outline of the proposed manner inwhich the applicant business will be 
operated including: a schedule of hours of operation, 
foodservice/menu, entertainment details, crowd control and use of 
facilities 
 

Operating Statement for Caballeros Cigar Lounge, LLC 
 
1. Overview: 
Caballeros Cigar Lounge, LLC is a premier cigar lounge and bar located at 2890 
West Maple Road, Troy, MI 48084. 



The lounge is designed to provide a sophisticated and relaxing environment, 
where patrons can enjoy fine cigars, premium beverages, and curated food menu. 
2. Hours of Operation:  
* Sunday through Thursday: 11:00AM to 12:00 AM 
*Friday& Saturday : 11:00AM to 2:00 AM 
 
3. Food Service Menu: 
 
Our Menu offers a variety of high-quality food items that complement our cigar 
and beverage selections. 
Highlights include: 
 
Appetizers: 
*Cheese and Charcuterie Board 
*Chicken Wings 
* Hummus Flat bread  
*Pork Belly with Grits 
* Smoked Sausage wrapped with dates and Bacon 
*Sliders 
 
Salads: 
 
* Michigan Baby Kale salad  
* Baby Kale Caesar salad 
*Wedge Salad topped with apple-smoked bacon 
 
Soups: 
 
*French onion soup  
*Lobster Bisque with scallops  
 
Sandwiches: 
 
* Dominican sandwich 
* Cuban Sandwich 
*Classic Burger 
* The Stinger, Fried Chicken with spicy garlic sauce 



* Beyond Burger 
 
Entrées ala carte: 
 
*Filet Mignon 
*Manhattan Cut/New York Strip 
*Salmon 
* Baramundi Fish  
 
Sides: 
 
*Sweet Potatoes pecan melba 
* Macaroni and cheese 
* Mashed potatoes 
* Brussels & Cauliflower 
 
Crowd Control and Safety Measures: 
 
To ensure a safe and enjoyable experience for all patrons, Caballeros Cigar Lounge 
has implemented the following crowd control: 
* Capacity Management 
* Use reservation System 
*Security Trained Personal  
*Patron Identification  
*Health and Hygiene  
 
Conclusion: 
Caballeros Cigar Lounge aims to provide a unique and upscale experience for cigar 
and beverage enthusiasts,we are confident in our ability to become a preferred 
destination in Troy, Michigan.  
 
 
 
 
  

7_._D_e_s_c_r_i_b_e_ _h_o_w_ _t_h_i_s_ _b_u_s_i_n_e_s_s_ _w_i_l_l_ 
_e_n_h_a_n_c_e_ _t_h_e_ _C_i_t_y_ _o_f_ _T_r_o_y_’s_ _c_o_m_m_u_n_i_t_y_ 
_a_n_d_ _i_n_ _w_h_i_c_h_ _w_a_y_s_ _t_h_e_ _p_u_b_l_i_c_ _w_i_l_l_b_e_ 



_s_u_b_s_t_a_n_t_i_a_l_l_y_ _s_e_r_v_e_d_ _b_y_ _t_h_e_ _i_s_s_u_a_n_c_e_ 
_o_f_ _t_h_i_s_ _l_i_q_u_o_r_ _l_i_c_e_n_s_e_?_ _ 
 

Community Enrichment: 
 
1.Economic Development: 
* Job Creation; Caballeros Cigar lounge will create employment opportunities for 
local residents, including positions in management, bar tending, culinary arts, and 
security. 
 
*Local Suppliers and vendors  
* Social and Cultural Hub 
 
Public Safety and Responsible Service: 
 
*Responsible Beverage service: The lounge will adhere to strict alcohol service 
regulations, ensuring that all staff are trained in responsible beverage service. 
Security Measures: Trained security personal and comprehensive crowd control 
measures to ensure a safe environment for all patrons. 
 
2. Economic Contributions:  
* Tax revenue 
* Local investment. 
 
 

 
8. How is the applicant business unique from other similarity licensed 
businesses in the area?  
 
 

Unique Aspects of Caballeros Cigar Lounge 
 
1. Premium Cigar selection and Expertise: 
 
* Curated Cigar Collection:  
Caballeros cigar Lounge boasts an extensive selection of premium cigars from 
around the world. 



*Expert Staff: Our staff includes certified tobacconists and cigar aficionados who 
offer personalized recommendations and education on cigar selection, storage, 
and smoking techniques ensuring an unparalleled customer experience. 
 
2. Luxurious and inviting atmosphere: 
* Elegant Design: The Lounge features a sophisticated and comfortable interior 
design, with plush seating, ambient lighting, and state of the art ventilation 
system. 
3. Comprehensive Beverage Program: 
 
* Unique Pairings: Our beverage menu is thoughtfully curated to complement our 
cigar offerings, including a wide range of premium spirits, fine wine. 
 
4. Exceptionable Food Service: 
 
* Gourmet Menu. 
* Local Ingredients 
 
5. Commitment to Excellence in Service. 
 
 
 

9. What is the effect that the issuance of this license would have on the 
economic development of the surrounding area?  
 
 
 
 
1. Job Creation: 
 
*Direct Employment; The establishment of Caballeros Cigar Lounge will create 
numerous job opportunities for the local community, including positions in 
management, customer service bartending, culinary arts. This will provide stable 
income and career growth opportunities for residents. 
 
2. Increased Tax Revenue: 
* Sales Tax:  



*Business Taxes: 
 
3. Stimulation of local Businesses: 
* Foot Traffic:  
* Collaborations and Partnerships with local businesses.  
 
4. Real Estate Development: 
 
* Property Values: The presence of a high-end establishment like Caballeros Cigar 
Lounge can positively influence property values in the surrounding area. 
*New Investments: The success of Caballeros can attract additional investments 
and developments in the area. 
 
 
 
 

10. What effect would the applicant business have upon the 
surrounding neighborhoods and/or business establishments, including 
impacts on residential areas, church and school districts?  
 
 
 
 
1. Economic Impact: 
 
*Boost of local Economy: The opening of Caballeros Cigar Lounge will likely 
increase local economic activity by attracting patrons who may visit nearby 
restaurants, shops, and other businesses.  
* Job Creation: 
*Increased Tax Revenue 
 
2. Impact on Residential Areas: 
 
* Noise and traffic: One concern for residential areas might be increased noise 
and traffic, especially during late hours. To mitigate this, the lounge will 
implement noise control measures and manage traffic flow.  



Property Values: The establishment of high end well managed business like 
Caballeros Cigar Lounge can potentially increase property values in the 
surrounding area by making the neighborhood more attractive.  
 
4. Impact on Churches and Schools: 
 
*Proximity Concerns: Given the nature of the business, proximity to churches and 
school might raise concerns about exposure to tobacco and alcohol. Caballeros 
Cigar Lounge will ensure strict adherence to all regulations regarding the distance 
from such institutions to mitigate these concerns. 
*Responsible Operations: The lounge will implement responsible service policies, 
including rigorous age verification and staff training, to ensure that the operations 
do not negatively impact the local community, particularly minors. 
 
 

 
11. What effect will the applicant business have upon vehicular and 
pedestrian traffic in the area?  
 
1. Vehicular Traffic: 
 
*Increased traffic flow: The establishment of Caballeros Cigar lounge is expected 
to attract a significant number of patrons, leading to increased vehicular traffic, 
particularly during peak hours in the evenings and on weekends. 
*Parking demand: the lounge will increase demand for parking spaces in the 
surrounding area. To address this, Caballeros Cigar lounge will provide adequate 
on-site parking facilities.  
 
2. Pedestrian Traffic: 
* Enhanced Pedestrian activity: The lounge will likely increase pedestrian traffic in 
the vicinity as patrons walk to and from the lounge and other nearby 
establishments. 
 
 

 
12. What effect would the issuance of the license have on the health, 
welfare and safety of the general public? 



 
1. Health Impact: 
 
* Air Quality: The operation of a cigar lounge has the potential to impact indoor 
air quality. To mitigate this, Caballeros Cigar lounge will install a state-of-the-art 
ventilation system that effectively filters and circulates air, ensuring a comfortable 
environment for patrons and minimizing any negative impact on air quality. 
 
2. Welfare Impact: 
 
* Community Engagement: Caballeros Cigar Lounge will actively engage with the 
local community through events,sponsorships,and charitable activities. 
 
3. Safety Impact: 
 
*Responsible Service: The lounge will implement strict policies on age verification 
and responsible service of alcohol and tobacco products. 
* Emergency Preparedness: Caballeros Cigar Lounge will develop and implement 
emergency response plans, including fire saftey protocols,first aid training for staff 
and clear evacuation procedures to protect patrons and staff in case of 
emergencies. 
 
 
 
 
 

13. What proposed or actual commitments are being made by the 
applicant to established permanency in the community?  
 
 

1. Long-term Lease and Property investments: 
 
* Long-term lease agreements: Caballeros Cigar Lounge is securing long-term 
lease agreements for the premises, demonstrating a stable and enduring 
presence in the community. 
*Property improvements: Significant investments, including interior design, 
advanced ventilation systems, and high-quality fixtures and furnishings, ensuring 
that the lounge remains an attractive and viable establishment for years to come.  



 
2. Employment Opportunities:  
 
*Job Creation:  
*Career Development: 
 
3. Commitment to Quality and Customer Experience:  
 
* High Standards: 
*Customer Feedback: 
 
4. Safety and Compliance: 
 
* Adherence to Regulations: 
*Safety Measures. 
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SUPPLEMENTAL LIQUOR LICENSE APPLICANT QUESTIONNAIRE 
 
The City of Troy’s Liquor Advisory Committee will consider whether an applicant’s proposal for a liquor license 
is reasonable when measured against the information contained within the completed application and 
questionnaire. Please answer each question thoroughly. All answers should be typed or printed legibly and 
neatly in black ink. If the space provided is insufficient for a complete answer, use additional sheets of paper, 
following the same format used in the questionnaire, and attach to that part of the application. Failure to 
provide all required information or attachments could result in delay or denial of liquor license. All liquor 
license applications are subject to final approval by the Troy City Council. Please refer to Troy City Ordinance, 
Chapter 101- Liquor Licenses.  
 
 

1. Applicant’s Corporate Name: ____________________________________________________________  
 

2. Type of Liquor License (Class C, SDM, B Hotel, Club, etc.): _____________________________________ 
 

3. The Name of the Applicant business: ______________________________________________________ 
 

4. Street address of the property where liquor licenses is to be located: ____________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

5. What is the applicant’s management experience in the alcohol/liquor business? __________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
6. Operating Statement- use the space below include or attach an outline of the proposed manner in 

which the applicant business will be operated including: a schedule of hours of operation, food 
service/menu, entertainment details, crowd control and use of facilities_________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

7. Describe how this business will enhance the City of Troy’s community and in which ways the public will 
be substantially served by the issuance of this liquor license? _________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

KMI INC.

QUOTA LICENSE - CLASS C

ERNIE'S

760 W. WATTLES, Troy MI 48098

Over 40 YEARS - CLASS C

LICENSE HOLDER IN CLINTON TOWNSHIP, MI . Ernies 16655 19 Mile Road

License @ St. Nicholas Greek
Orthodox Church & Cultural Center ... Hours will vary dependingon booked events --- usually 6 pm-12 midnight
on Friday or Saturday evenings. We will also host Church and community sponsored events.

 We will service Wedding Receptions, 
and other events for the entire community. Additionally, we will offer the use of the facilities at special rates for non-
profit groups and other community based service organizations including other Church groups and non-denominational in the

local community.
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8. How is the applicant business unique from other similarity licensed businesses in the area? _________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
9. What is the effect that the issuance of this license would have on the economic development of the 

surrounding area? ____________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
10. What effect would the applicant business have upon the surrounding neighborhoods and/or business 

establishments, including impacts on residential areas, church and school districts? ________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
11. What effect will the applicant business have upon vehicular and pedestrian traffic in the area? _______ 

____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
12. What effect would the issuance of the license have on the health, welfare and safety of the general 

public?______________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
13. What proposed or actual commitments are being made by the applicant to established permanency in 

the community? ______________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

RETURN QUESTIONNAIRE TO: CITY OF TROY, 500 W. BIG BEAVER ROAD, TROY, MI 48084 

As a Catering Business we will provide alcohol services at substantiall lower costs than other for-profit business offering 

an alternative options for many community based organizations ... including Church parishioners and other groups.

Economic impact ...  would most certainly attract more customers including business from 
Oakland, Wayne, and Macomb counties. As a local business our non-alcoholic foods and other products are 
purchased from local suppliers. Additionally, we would expect to double our work force offering high paying service jobs to 

local residents.

Our business would be offering alcoholic beverages as an additional service to enhance the primary booked event,
This license is not intendeded to offer high volume and high profile "Club Type" liquor sales and therefore would be
more of a subdued enhancement to the reserved events ... negligible or no impact on the surrounding residential,
religious, and educational schools.

No Impact... lots of parking and excellent entrance/egress to Wattles Road from the property. 

No effect ... our intention is to offer alcoholic beverage services as an enhancement to reserved / booked
Special Events... our customers would be responsible adults and family leaders from the local community.

We are currently commited to the operation of this facility as Caterers and also as members of the Church.



LAW OFFICES 

ADKISON, NEED, ALLEN, & RENTROP
PROFESSIONAL LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 

39572 Woodward, Suite 222 
Bloomfield Hills, Michigan 48304 

Telephone (248)  540-7400  
Facsimile (248)  540-7401 

www.ANAfirm.com 

KELLY A. ALLEN 
JESSICA A. HALLMARK 
JOHN W. KUMMER 
GREGORY K. NEED 
G. HANS RENTROP 
CHRISTOPHER J. TOWER 

OF COUNSEL:  
PHILLIP G. ADKISON 
KEVIN M. CHUDLER 
GARY R. RENTROP 
KATHERINE A. TOMASIK 

July 29, 2024 
VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL 

City of Troy 
Attn: Troy Police Department, Lynn Giorgi 
500 W Big Beaver Rd. 
Troy, MI 48084 

Re: HP Troy, HP, LLC D/B/A Hyatt Place Hotel 
Supplemental Liquor License Applicant Questionnaire 

Dear Officer Giorgi: 

Attached is the Supplemental Questionnaire for Troy HP, LLC doing business as Hyatt 
Place Hotel, (“Hyatt Place Hotel.”) Hyatt Place Hotel has applied for a Quota License to operate 
a full-service hotel in the City of Troy located at 801 W. Big Beaver Rd.  

Hyatt Place Hotel is applying for a B Hotel License.  A B Hotel license enables the licensee 
to sell, and serve, beer, wine, and spirits for consumption on the premises of the Hotel.  A B Hotel 
license is issued out of the City’s quota for on premise licenses.  The City has 5 licenses in its 
quota according the Michigan Liquor Control Commission.   

As discussed at the Liquor Advisory Committee Meeting (“LAC”) on July 15, 2024, this 
Supplemental Questionnaire is being submitted by the due date, July 29, 2024.  

This confirms that the LAC will be provided with the complete application filed for this 
Applicant which was submitted in February of 2023.  

Also attached are the following: 

• Response to the factors set forth in Troy’s Liquor License Ordinance, specifically,
Chapter 101, Section 7; and

• Site Plan for the project.

We are also working with the City Offices to provide a short video of the project. 



Lynn Giorgi 
July 29, 2024 
Page 2 of 2 
  
 
 

m:\bostick, dennis\hyatt hotel\troy lac committee\corres\2024-07-29 ltr to pd encl questionnaires - hp troy.docx 

We will appear at the next LAC meeting scheduled for Monday, August 6 at 7:00 pm.   
 
Kindly advise us when the applications will be posted on the City’s website.  And a 

reminder to redact all personal information from the previous application.  We would be happy to 
send you a redacted application for this purpose.  

 
We look forward to the LAC Meeting and appreciate your great assistance. 

 
Very truly yours, 
 
ADKISON, NEED, ALLEN, & RENTROP, PLLC 
 
 
 
Kelly A. Allen 
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SUPPLEMENTAL LIQUOR LICENSE APPLICANT QUESTIONNAIRE 

The City of Troy’s Liquor Advisory Committee will consider whether an applicant’s proposal for a liquor license 
is reasonable when measured against the information contained within the completed application and 
questionnaire. Please answer each question thoroughly. All answers should be typed or printed legibly and 
neatly in black ink. If the space provided is insufficient for a complete answer, use additional sheets of paper, 
following the same format used in the questionnaire, and attach to that part of the application. Failure to 
provide all required information or attachments could result in delay or denial of liquor license. All liquor 
license applications are subject to final approval by the Troy City Council. Please refer to Troy City Ordinance, 
Chapter 101- Liquor Licenses.  
 
 

1. Applicant’s Corporate Name: ____________________________________________________________

2. Type of Liquor License (Class C, SDM, B Hotel, Club, etc.): _____________________________________
 

3. The Name of the Applicant business: ______________________________________________________

4. Street address of the property where liquor licenses is to be located: ____________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________

5. What is the applicant’s management experience in the alcohol/liquor business? __________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________

6. Operating Statement- use the space below include or attach an outline of the proposed manner in 
which the applicant business will be operated including: a schedule of hours of operation, food 
service/menu, entertainment details, crowd control and use of facilities_________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________

7. Describe how this business will enhance the City of Troy’s community and in which ways the public will 
be substantially served by the issuance of this liquor license? _________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________



2

8. How is the applicant business unique from other similarity licensed businesses in the area? _________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
9. What is the effect that the issuance of this license would have on the economic development of the 

surrounding area? ____________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
10. What effect would the applicant business have upon the surrounding neighborhoods and/or business 

establishments, including impacts on residential areas, church and school districts? ________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
11. What effect will the applicant business have upon vehicular and pedestrian traffic in the area? _______ 

____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
12. What effect would the issuance of the license have on the health, welfare and safety of the general 

public?______________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
13. What proposed or actual commitments are being made by the applicant to established permanency in 

the community? ______________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

RETURN QUESTIONNAIRE TO: CITY OF TROY, 500 W. BIG BEAVER ROAD, TROY, MI 48084



City of Troy Ordinance Chapter 10, Section 7 Criteria for Approving Liquor Licenses and 
Related Permits 

Responses for HP Troy, LLC D/B/A Hyatt Place Hotel 

July 29, 2024 

 

City Council shall consider the following factors in determining whether to approve a new 
or transferred liquor license or related permit: 

a. The applicant’s experience in operating other similarly licensed businesses. 

RESPONSE:  The Hyatt Place has hired Troy based Hotel Investment Services, Inc.  
(“HIS”) to manage the hotel and dining operations.  HIS is a well-known company which 
manages many properties, from elegant boutique hotels to award-winning resorts.  HIS 
managed facilities employ over 1,000 associates who deliver outstanding service and 
quality food and beverages to create exceptional guest experiences.  HIS has been 
respected in the hotel management industry for over 30 years.  Most of the hotels HIS 
manages operate with liquor licenses. 

b. The applicant’s general business management experience. 

RESPONSE:  HP Troy, LLC is owned by Dennis Bostick, Ronald Bostick and Eric 
Rabin.  Each of these individuals have vast experience in the real estate industry in Troy, 
Warren, and Rochester.  The Bostick’s also own and operate John R. Spring since the 
1970’s, the Troy Sports Center since 1997 and the Universal Shopping Center since 
1999.  They all have excellent business management experience.   

c. The applicant’s general business reputation. 

RESPONSE:  The individuals are very well respected in the real estate business and in 
which they operate. 

d. The applicant’s moral character. 

RESPONSE:  The Bostick’s and Eric Rabin have impeccable moral character. 

e. Past convictions of the applicant for any of the following: 
i. A felony. 

ii. A crime involving the excessive use of alcoholic liquor. 
iii. A crime involving any of the following: 

A. Gambling. 
B. Prostitution. 
C. Weapons. 
D. Violence. 
E. Tax evasion. 
F. Fraudulent activity. 



G. Controlled substances. 
H. Serious moral turpitude. 
I. A misdemeanor of such a nature that it may impair the ability of the 

applicant to operate a licensed business in a safe and competent 
manner. 

RESPONSE:  None of the individuals have had any arrests or convictions of any kind. 

f. The applicant’s excessive use of alcoholic liquor. 
 
RESPONSE:  None of the individuals use alcohol to excess. 
 

g. The history of non-payment or late payment of taxes by the applicant. 

RESPONSE:  Neither the Applicant nor the individuals have any history of late or non-
payment of taxes.  

h. The type of service, menu, or entertainment offered. 

RESPONSE:  The Hyatt Place brand was introduced in 2006.  It is renowned in the 
select service market.  As such, Hyatt Place Hotels attract middle to upper scale business 
travelers and leisure travelers. 

The Hyatt Place is a full service Hotel with 160 rooms, a restaurant and meeting rooms.  

i. The overall theme, atmosphere, or ambience of the proposed business. 

RESPONSE:  The Hyatt Place Hotel will be a beautiful state of the art hotel built to the 
current brand standards required of all Hyatt Hotel. 

j. The proposed hours and days of operation. 

RESPONSE:  The Hotel will be open 24 hours for guests.  The hours for the restaurant 
in Hyatt Place are 7 days a week for the breakfast buffet from 6:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. and 
lunch and dinner menu with service from 11:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m.  

k. The need for proposed business in the particular area. 
 
RESPONSE:  The City of Troy needs additional upper scale hotel rooms, especially 
since many events held in the metropolitan area, especially the City of Detroit require 
additional guest rooms.  The hotel’s location is conveniently located off I-75, which is 
great for travelers all over the region. 
 

l. The proximity of the proposed business to other similarly licensed businesses. 

RESPONSE:  The Hyatt Place is not far from the Marriott or Somerset Inn but will be 
different in size and scope of service.  



m. The proximity of the proposed business to a residentially zoned or used zoning 
district. 

RESPONSE:  Hyatt Place Hotel is not near a residential district. 

n. The diversification or uniqueness of the proposed business in the City. 
 
RESPONSE:  There are approximately 15 hotels in the City of Troy.  7 of these hotels 
operate with liquor licenses.  Hyatt Place Hotel is not as large as the Detroit Marriot Troy 
or Somerset Inn, or as small as the others.  It is unique in in size and in that it will have its 
own restaurant and be adjacent to another new restaurant called VIN 809.  
  

o. The overall fit and compatibility with the Master Plan of the City. 
 
RESPONSE:  The Hyatt Place Hotel will be highly compatible with the City of Troy 
Master Plan in the Big Beaver Corridor.  The Hyatt Place Hotel will be consistent with 
the desired future land uses by being one of many mixed uses within the Big Beaver 
Corridor.  As the Big Beaver Corridor is often a visitor’s first impression to the City, the 
Hyatt Place Hotel will be a set of open doors welcoming travelers to enjoy the City and 
the Big Beaver Corridor. 
 

p. The compatibility of the proposed business with surrounding uses. 

RESPONSE:  The Hyatt Place is perfectly compatible with the surrounding uses and has 
been fully vetted by the City’s Planning Department.  

q. The impact of the business on police and code enforcement. 
 
RESPONSE:  There will be no negative impact on Police or Code Enforcement.  
 

r. The effect that the issuance of a license would have upon the economic development 
of the surrounding area. 

RESPONSE:  This new Hotel in and of itself contributes to the economic development 
of the City.  The Hotel will welcome over 55,000 guests each year and will pay its 
employees over $2 million annually.  The guests who stay at Hyatt Place will contribute 
to the economic development of the surrounding areas because the guests are likely to 
shop, dine and visit other venues in the City.  

s. The effect the establishment will have upon vehicular and pedestrian traffic. 

RESPONSE:  There will be no negative effect on vehicular and pedestrian traffic.  The 
Hyatt Place has its own designated parking.  

t. The effect that the proposed business would have upon the surrounding 
neighborhood and/or business establishments, including impacts upon residential 
areas, churches, schools, and public parks. 



RESPONSE:  The Hyatt Place Hotel will have a positive impact on the surrounding 
areas and business establishments for the reasons stated above.  Since the Hyatt Place 
Hotel is in a commercial area there will be no impact on residential areas, churches, 
schools or public parks.  

u. The overall benefits of the proposed establishment to the City. 

RESPONSE:  The Applicant and its individual owners have invested millions of dollars 
into this project and the City.  They specifically chose Troy for this opportunity.  The 
City benefits from an increased tax base and the ability to compete with other 
communities for those who travel and wish to have events in the City.  
 

v. Whether the proposed activities on the premises will have a deleterious effect on the 
surrounding neighborhood. 

RESPONSE:  The Hyatt Place Hotel will not have a deleterious effect on the 
surrounding areas.  It is not located near a neighborhood and is operated by Troy based 
HIS under a national franchise.  

w. Any other factors that may affect the health, welfare, and/or safety of the general 
public. 
 
RESPONSE:  The business will have a positive effect on the health, welfare and safety 
of the general public.  The applicants have many years of experience and are committed 
to operating their business responsibly and in compliance with all applicable ordinances, 
laws and regulations.  They plan to provide a place where residents and travelers from all 
over can come to experience a full service, quality hotel. 
 

x. Any other factors that City Council may deem proper, provided such considerations 
are reasonable under all of the circumstances. 

RESPONSE:  This application is exactly the type of business which should be granted a 
quota license from the City.  The investment is substantial, and the operators are 
impeccable.  The Applicant should be recognized for this investment and for this project 
which is beneficial to the City’s tax base, its residents and all those who travel to the City 
of Troy.  The Hyatt Place Hotel also provides Troy with the ability to compete for special 
event business.  
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APPLICANT, FAMILY Y&C INC’S RESPONSE TO 

SUPPLEMENTAL LIQUOR LICENSE APPLICANT QUESTIONNAIRE 

  

 

 Pursuant to Troy City Ordinance, Chapter 101 – Liquor Licenses, Applicant, Family Y & 

C Inc, seeks approval for its application for new Class C and On-Premises SDM licenses that was 

submitted on February 16, 2022 and submits the response to City’s Supplemental Liquor License 

Applicant Questionnaire as follows: 

 

1. Applicant’s Corporate Name 

Family Y & C Inc 

 

2. Type of Liquor License 

Application for Class C and On-Premises SDM 

 

3. The Name of the Applicant business 

d/b/a Kazoku Sushi 

 

4. Street address of the property where liquor licenses is to be located 

30 W. Square Lake Road, Troy, MI 48098 

 

5. What is the applicant’s management experience in the alcohol/liquor business? 

Mr. Chang Gu Lee (“Mr. Lee” hereinafter), an owner of the business, has accumulated over 

19 years of experience as a head chef in establishments where liquor licenses were integral 

to operations. Notably, he served at Sushi Samurai, one of the most renowned restaurants 
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in West Bloomfield, before founding Kazoku Sushi. In his previous roles, Mr. Lee was 

responsible for overseeing the entire food and beverage operations, including the service 

of alcohol. 

 

6. Operating Statement- use the space below include or attach an outline of the proposed 

manner in which the applicant business will be operated including: a schedule of hours of operation, 

food service/menu, entertainment details, crowd control and use of facilities 

 

Overview 

Kazoku Sushi is a mid-sized establishment with a seating capacity of 34 persons, dedicated 

to serving high-quality food to the community. “Kazoku,” meaning family in Japanese, 

reflects the business’s motto: “by the family, for the families.” The entire Lee family, led 

by Mr. Lee, is devoted to maintaining the utmost freshness and top-notch quality in both 

food and service attached as Exhibit A. All preparation and quality checks are performed 

by family members, setting them apart from chain or corporate-run restaurants through 

their commitment to using only the highest quality ingredients. 

 

The staff undergoes thorough training to ensure that every customer’s visit is pleasant, a 

process they refer to as “becoming part of the family,” highlighting their serious approach 

to customer service. Additionally, Kazoku Sushi works closely with its suppliers to ensure 

that all products meet their high standards, thereby fulfilling customer expectations. The 

business prioritizes quality over speed, avoiding fast-serving, easy-to-prepare, frozen, 

precooked food. 
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Hours of Operation 

Currently, Kazoku Sushi operates from 11 a.m. to 9 p.m., Monday through Saturday, and 

is closed on Sundays. Upon approval of the liquor license, the business plans to extend its 

operating hours until 10 p.m. 

 

Menu 

Currently, Kazoku Sushi offers a diverse selection of fresh sushi and rolls. Upon approval 

of its liquor license, the restaurant plans to expand its menu to include izakaya-style dishes, 

which pair excellently with alcoholic beverages. The proposed menu is attached as Exhibit 

B. 

 

7. Describe how this business will enhance the City of Troy’s community and in which ways 

the public will be substantially served by the issuance of this liquor license? 

From an economic perspective, the issuance of a liquor license will create job opportunities 

for local residents, including positions for servers, cooks, and managerial staff, as, with the 

liquor license, stated above, operating hour will extend, and more menus will be served. 

This can contribute to reducing local unemployment and stimulating economic growth. 

Additionally, it will generate tax revenue for the city through sales taxes, business taxes, 

and liquor license fees. This additional revenue can be allocated to enhancing public 

services and infrastructure. 
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From a social and cultural perspective, Kazoku Sushi will serve as a community hub where 

residents and visitors can gather, socialize, and enjoy entertainment, fostering a sense of 

community and belonging among patrons. Located less than a mile from Embassy Suites 

and the industrial park, which attract many business tourists to the city, Kazoku Sushi 

addresses a gap in the northern part of the city, where no other sushi restaurants offer 

alcoholic beverages. It has been noted that many business tourists currently travel 

approximately 3 miles to Soho Sushi in Rochester. The issuance of a liquor license to 

Kazoku Sushi will effectively fill this gap. 

 

8. How is the applicant business unique from other similarly licensed businesses in the area? 

As previously mentioned, Kazoku Sushi thrives on delivering the utmost freshness and top-

notch quality in both food and service. The entire family takes great pride in ensuring that 

their food quality is unparalleled by competitors. They strive to offer an authentic taste of 

Japan, providing fresh, health-conscious cuisine. Additionally, there are no other sushi 

restaurants with liquor licenses in the northern part of the city. This results in a loss for the 

city, as business tourists are drawn to restaurants in neighboring cities. 

 

9. What is the effect that the issuance of this license would have on the economic development 

of the surrounding area? 

The issuance of a liquor license will have many positive effects on the economic 

development of the surrounding area. While international business tourists who visit the 

industrial park and stay at Embassy Suites currently travel to other cities to have sushi with 

alcohol, it can attract more to stay within the city of Troy, benefiting nearby shops, 
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restaurants, and services. When patrons stay within the city, they are likely to explore other 

local businesses, increasing overall economic activity. The business itself will create job 

opportunities, which can reduce local unemployment and provide income for residents. 

This increase in employment can have a ripple effect, as employees spend their earnings 

within the community. With increased sales and business activity, the city can expect 

higher tax revenues from sales taxes, business taxes, and liquor license fees. These funds 

can be reinvested into the community, improving public services and infrastructure. 

Kazoku Sushi with a liquor license can diversify the local economy in the area. A diverse 

economy is more resilient to economic downturns and can provide a wider range of job 

opportunities for residents. 

 

10. What effect would the applicant business have upon the surrounding neighborhoods and/or 

business establishments, including impacts on residential areas, church and school districts? 

Located in a residential zoning district, Kazoku Sushi will implement careful measures to 

control noise from patrons and business operations, particularly during late hours, to avoid 

disturbing nearby residents. Kazoku Sushi will provide extensive training for staff in 

responsible alcohol service and customer interaction to mitigate potential issues. 

Additionally, robust security measures will be put in place to handle any incidents related 

to alcohol consumption. 

 

11. What effect will the applicant business have upon vehicular and pedestrian traffic in the 

area? 
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Kazoku Sushi is located at the intersection of Livernois and Square Lake. While there is 

some traffic during school hours in the morning and afternoon, traffic volume is generally 

low at other times. The business is not expected to significantly increase traffic. 

Additionally, there are ample parking spaces available, and the mall’s landlord is very 

supportive of the business, ensuring that parking will not be an issue. 

 

12. What effect would the issuance of the license have on the health, welfare and safety of the 

general public? 

The issuance of liquor licenses can boost the local economy by supporting businesses. This 

can lead to job creation and increased tax revenues for the community. Also, the licensed 

establishments can provide social spaces for community gatherings, entertainment, and 

cultural events. These venues can contribute to the social fabric and quality of life in the 

area. As the licensed premises are subject to regulations that aim to ensure safe and 

responsible alcohol consumption, safety measures should be established such as age 

verification, training for staff on responsible service, and limits on operating hours. 

 

Additionally, sushi is a highly nutritious food offering numerous health benefits. Many 

types of sushi, especially those containing fatty fish such as salmon, mackerel, and tuna, 

are rich in omega-3 fatty acids. These essential fats are known for their heart health benefits, 

including reducing inflammation and lowering the risk of heart disease. Furthermore, the 

fish and seafood used in sushi are excellent sources of high-quality protein, which is 

essential for muscle repair, immune function, and overall body maintenance. 
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Sushi is also generally low in calories, particularly when compared to many other dining 

options. Sashimi (sliced raw fish) is especially low in calories and high in protein. Sushi 

often includes nutrient-dense ingredients like seaweed (nori), which is rich in vitamins A, 

C, E, K, and several B vitamins. Seaweed is also a good source of minerals such as iodine, 

calcium, and iron. The vegetables and other ingredients used in sushi, such as avocados, 

cucumbers, and pickled ginger, are rich in antioxidants, which help protect cells from 

damage and support overall health. 

 

The rice in sushi provides a source of carbohydrates, essential for energy. Sushi rice is 

often seasoned with vinegar, which can help regulate blood sugar levels. Additionally, 

pickled ginger and wasabi, commonly served with sushi, have antimicrobial properties and 

can aid in digestion. The vinegar used in sushi rice also promotes a healthy gut. 

 

Sushi is typically low in saturated fats, especially compared to other protein sources like 

red meat. A lower intake of saturated fats is associated with a reduced risk of cardiovascular 

disease. Overall, the combination of high-quality protein, essential fats, and nutrient-dense 

ingredients makes sushi a healthy and balanced dietary choice. 

 

13. What proposed or actual commitments are being made by the applicant to established 

permanency in the community? 

Kazoku Sushi has made significant contributions to the local community in various ways. 

Annually, the restaurant donates to the Troy Orchestra Gala, as detailed in Exhibit C. This 

tradition began as a simple request from one of its valued customers, a resident of Troy, 
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and has grown into an annual event where Kazoku Sushi prepares and donates several sushi 

platters. 

 

In addition to supporting the Troy Orchestra Gala, Kazoku Sushi has made numerous 

donations to the local fire and police departments, demonstrating its commitment to 

supporting those who serve the city. The restaurant remains dedicated to continuing its 

support for local schools and city departments, reinforcing its role as a community partner. 

 

 

 

       Respectfully submitted, 

 

Date: July 29, 2024     /s/ _Hoil Lee____________________ 

       LEE LAW PLLC 

       By: Hoil Lee (P82633) 

       Attorney for Applicant 

       29777 Telegraph Road Suite 1650 

       Southfield, MI 48034 

       (248) 675-9215 

       (248) 377-8256 fax 

       HOIL@LeeLawSolution.com 
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*New menu items to be added with the start of alcohol serving  

 

Tuna Tataki – Ozeki Dry Junmai Sake (Chilled- Crisp & dry sake) 

Delicate, gently seared tuna with ponzu sauce 

 

Okonomiyaki – Kirin Ichiban Beer (malt) 

Savory Japanese pancake with cabbage, scallion, topped with okonomiyaki sauce 

and katsuobushi 

 

Agedashi Tofu – Plum Sake by Fuki (chilled) 

Medium-firm tofu lightly fried with potato starch, served in ponzu sauce 

 

Chicken Kaarage – Asahi Dry beer 

Japanese fried chicken served with Spicy mayo, teriyaki sauce and garlic soy sauce 

 

Beef Negimaki – Ozeki Nigori Sake (Chilled – cloudy sake) 

Thinkly sliced beef rolled with scallion, served with ponzu sauce 

 

Jaru Soba – Riesling (Japanese) 

Cold buckwheat noodle served with shrimp tempura and Tsuyu dipping sauce 

 

Tempura Don – Kirin Ichiban Beer (malt) 

Crispy tempura shrimp, vegetables and egg served on a bed of rice with sweet tare 

sauce 

 

Salmon Obsession – Ozeki Dry (Hot) 

5 pieces of salmon Nigiri, 2 pieces of salmon Sashimi, salmon roll 

 

Tuna Obsession – Ozeki Dry (Hot) 

5 pieces of tuna Nigiri, 2 pieces of tuna Sashimi, tuna roll 

 

Hamachi Kama – Sapporo Beer (served in cold, tall can) 

Roasted yellowtail collar served with ponzu sauce 



 

*Current menu items to be modified/updated to be better 

complimented with alcoholic beverages 

 

Izakaya Style: 

Gyoza 

Takoyaki 

Softshell Crab 

Shrimp Tempura Appetizer 

Smoked Salmon Special 

Yellowtail Special 

Jalapeno Special 

Avocado Special 

Tuna Special 

Salmon Special 

Ebisu, Kanisu, Takosu 

 

Sushi Entrees: 

Sushi Regular 

Sushi Deluxe 

Sashimi Combinations A, B, C 

Hwedupdap 

Albap 

Chirashi 

Unagi Don 
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LAW OFFICES 

ADKISON, NEED, ALLEN, & RENTROP
PROFESSIONAL LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 

39572 Woodward, Suite 222 
Bloomfield Hills, Michigan 48304 

Telephone (248)  540-7400  
Facsimile (248)  540-7401 

www.ANAfirm.com 

KELLY A. ALLEN 
JESSICA A. HALLMARK 
JOHN W. KUMMER 
GREGORY K. NEED 
G. HANS RENTROP 
CHRISTOPHER J. TOWER 

OF COUNSEL:  
PHILLIP G. ADKISON 
KEVIN M. CHUDLER 
GARY R. RENTROP 
KATHERINE A. TOMASIK 

July 29, 2024 
VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL 

City of Troy 
Attn: Troy Police Department, Lynn Giorgi 
500 W Big Beaver Rd. 
Troy, MI 48084 

Re: VIN 809, LLC D/B/A VIN 809 
Supplemental Liquor License Applicant Questionnaire 

Dear Officer Giorgi: 

Attached is the Supplemental Questionnaire for VIN 809, LLC doing business as VIN 809, (“VIN 809).  VIN 
809 has applied for a Quota License in the City of Troy to operate a restaurant at 809 W. Big Beaver Rd.  A Class C 
license enables the licensee to sell, and serve, beer, wine, and spirits for consumption on the premises.  

As discussed at the Liquor Advisory Committee Meeting (“LAC”) on July 15, 2024, this Supplemental 
Questionnaire is being submitted by the due date of July 29, 2024.  

This confirms that the LAC will be provided with the complete application filed for this applicant which was 
submitted in February of 2023.   

Also attached are the following: 

• Response to the factors set forth in Troy’s Liquor License Ordinance, specifically, Chapter 101, Section
7; and

• Site plan for project.

We will appear at the next LAC meeting scheduled for Monday, August 6 at 7:00 pm.  At that time, I will be 
speaking on behalf of the Applicant who will be present to answer questions.  Kindly, let us know when the 
applications are posted on the City’s website.  Please recall that all personal information should be redacted from the 
previous application filed.  We would be happy to redact the application for that purpose and send it to you. 

We look forward to the LAC Meeting and appreciate your great assistance. 

Very truly yours, 

ADKISON, NEED, ALLEN, & RENTROP, PLLC 

Kelly A. Allen 
/KAA 
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SUPPLEMENTAL LIQUOR LICENSE APPLICANT QUESTIONNAIRE 

The City of Troy’s Liquor Advisory Committee will consider whether an applicant’s proposal for a liquor license 
is reasonable when measured against the information contained within the completed application and 
questionnaire. Please answer each question thoroughly. All answers should be typed or printed legibly and 
neatly in black ink. If the space provided is insufficient for a complete answer, use additional sheets of paper, 
following the same format used in the questionnaire, and attach to that part of the application. Failure to 
provide all required information or attachments could result in delay or denial of liquor license. All liquor 
license applications are subject to final approval by the Troy City Council. Please refer to Troy City Ordinance, 
Chapter 101- Liquor Licenses.  
 
 

1. Applicant’s Corporate Name: ____________________________________________________________

2. Type of Liquor License (Class C, SDM, B Hotel, Club, etc.): _____________________________________
 

3. The Name of the Applicant business: ______________________________________________________

4. Street address of the property where liquor licenses is to be located: ____________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________

5. What is the applicant’s management experience in the alcohol/liquor business? __________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________

6. Operating Statement- use the space below include or attach an outline of the proposed manner in 
which the applicant business will be operated including: a schedule of hours of operation, food 
service/menu, entertainment details, crowd control and use of facilities_________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________

7. Describe how this business will enhance the City of Troy’s community and in which ways the public will 
be substantially served by the issuance of this liquor license? _________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________



2

8. How is the applicant business unique from other similarity licensed businesses in the area? _________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
9. What is the effect that the issuance of this license would have on the economic development of the 

surrounding area? ____________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
10. What effect would the applicant business have upon the surrounding neighborhoods and/or business 

establishments, including impacts on residential areas, church and school districts? ________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
11. What effect will the applicant business have upon vehicular and pedestrian traffic in the area? _______ 

____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
12. What effect would the issuance of the license have on the health, welfare and safety of the general 

public?______________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
13. What proposed or actual commitments are being made by the applicant to established permanency in 

the community? ______________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

RETURN QUESTIONNAIRE TO: CITY OF TROY, 500 W. BIG BEAVER ROAD, TROY, MI 48084



City of Troy Ordinance Chapter 10, Section 7 Criteria for Approving Liquor Licenses and 
Related Permits 

Responses for VIN 809, LLC D/B/A VIN 809 

July 29, 2024 

 

City Council shall consider the following factors in determining whether to approve a new 
or transferred liquor license or related permit: 

a. The applicant’s experience in operating other similarly licensed businesses. 

RESPONSE:  VIN 809 is owned by Martin Knollenberg, Lorraine Knollenberg, Joseph 
(JD) West and Erika West. The Knollenberg’s and the West’s have vast experience in the 
restaurant business. They currently own and operate the Sedona Taphouse restaurants in 
Troy, since 2017, and in Novi since 2019.  Both Sedona Taphouse locations have perfect 
operating records with the Michigan Liquor Control Commission.  

b. The applicant’s general business management experience. 

RESPONSE: Marty Knollenberg is well known to the City of Troy, having been a 
resident for almost 18 years until 2020 when he moved to Bloomfield Hills.  He also 
operated an insurance agency for over 30 years in Troy and was a County Commissioner, 
State Representative and State Senator for the area for 12 years.  He and his wife 
Lorraine, together with JD and Erika West have successfully operated two restaurants for 
almost 8 years.  JD West was also a managing partner at Bonefish Grill and has been in 
the industry now for over 20 years and his wife has been involved in the industry even 
longer.  They all have the respect of their employees and the business communities in 
which they operate.  

c. The applicant’s moral character. 

RESPONSE:  The Knollenberg’s and the West’s have impeccable moral character. 

d. Past convictions of the applicant for any of the following: 
i. A felony. 

ii. A crime involving the excessive use of alcoholic liquor. 
iii. A crime involving any of the following: 

A. Gambling. 
B. Prostitution. 
C. Weapons. 
D. Violence. 
E. Tax evasion. 
F. Fraudulent activity. 
G. Controlled substances. 
H. Serious moral turpitude. 



I. A misdemeanor of such a nature that it may impair the ability of the 
applicant to operate a licensed business in a safe and competent manner. 

RESPONSE: None of the individuals, except JD West, have had any arrests or 
convictions of any kind.  JD West had an offense in Virginia over 20 years ago. 

e. The applicant’s excessive use of alcoholic liquor. 
 
RESPONSE:  None of the individuals use alcohol to excess. 
 

f. The history of non-payment or late payment of taxes by the applicant. 

RESPONSE: Neither the Applicant nor the individuals have any history of late or non-
payment of taxes.  

g. The type of service, menu, or entertainment offered. 

RESPONSE:  VIN 809 will have two dining and bar areas located on the first and 
second floors, with abundant outdoor seating on both levels and a meeting event room on 
the second floor of the Hyatt Place Hotel which will be a five-story, freestanding 
building.  Menu items will include a variety of American, Italian, Latin and Asian Fusion 
style entrees.  VIN 809 will hire approximately 90 full-time and part-time employees.  
VIN 809 may have occasional entertainment including solo or small live music 
entertainers.  

h. The overall theme, atmosphere, or ambience of the proposed business. 

RESPONSE:  The theme will be a modern bistro featuring foods from across the world. 
The ambience will be upscale but welcoming.  

i. The proposed hours and days of operation. 

RESPONSE: VIN 809's normal hours will be Monday-Saturday from 11:00 a.m. to 
11:00 p.m. and on Sundays from 11:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m.   

j. The need for proposed business in the particular area. 
 
RESPONSE:  The City of Troy needs additional options in this area for restaurant 
choices. The need for VIN 809 is especially great since it is essentially connected to the 
new Hyatt Place Hotel. 
 

k. The proximity of the proposed business to other similarly licensed businesses. 

RESPONSE:  There are many other licensed restaurants in the City.  

l. The proximity of the proposed business to a residentially zoned or used zoning 
district. 

RESPONSE: VIN 809 is not near a residential district. 



m. The diversification or uniqueness of the proposed business in the City. 
 
RESPONSE:  While there are many other restaurants in the City, the fact that VIN 809 
will be operated by seasoned Troy operators and that it will be connected to the new 
Hyatt Place Hotel makes this a unique destination.  
  

n. The overall fit and compatibility with the Master Plan of the City. 
 
RESPONSE:  VIN 809 is in the Big Beaver Corridor portion of the City of Troy Master 
Plan 2040 (the “Master Plan”).  VIN 809 will be consistent with the Master Plan by 
adding another ground floor restaurant/café, which is a desired future use in the Big 
Beaver Corridor.  VIN 809 will also add to the dining options in the Big Beaver Corridor, 
which will help to make it a better first impression of visitors to the City and the 
Corridor. 
 

o. The compatibility of the proposed business with surrounding uses. 

RESPONSE:  VIN 809 is perfectly compatible with the surrounding uses.  

p. The impact of the business on police and code enforcement. 
 
RESPONSE:  There will be no negative impact on Police or Code Enforcement.  
 

q. The effect that the issuance of a license would have upon the economic development 
of the surrounding area. 

RESPONSE:  This new project, VIN 809 and the Hyatt Place Hotel in and of itself 
contributes to the economic development of the City.  The issuance of a license to this 
deserving applicant would have a positive impact on the economic development of the 
surrounding area and continue to elevate the City and Big Beaver Corridor as a 
destination restaurant and entertainment location.  VIN 809 will have over 2 Million 
($2,000,000.00) Dollars in payroll and employ 90 employees from the surrounding area. 

r. The effect the establishment will have upon vehicular and pedestrian traffic. 

RESPONSE:  There will be no negative effect on vehicular and pedestrian traffic.  VIN 
809 has its own designated parking.  

s. The effect that the proposed business would have upon the surrounding 
neighborhood and/or business establishments, including impacts upon residential 
areas, churches, schools, and public parks. 

RESPONSE:  VIN 809 will have a positive impact on the surrounding areas and 
business establishments for the reasons stated above.  Since VIN 809 is located in a 
commercial area there will be no impact on residential areas, churches, schools or public 
parks.  



t. The overall benefits of the proposed establishment to the City. 

RESPONSE:  The Applicant and its individual owners will be investing approximately 
2.5 million dollars into this project and the City.  They specifically chose Troy for this 
opportunity, because of the Knollenberg’s and the West’s experiences in the City.  The 
City benefits from an increased tax base and the ability to compete with other 
communities for great restaurants and for those who wish to have events in the City.  
 

u. Whether the proposed activities on the premises will have a deleterious effect on the 
surrounding neighborhood. 

RESPONSE:  VIN 809 will not have a deleterious effect on the surrounding areas.  It is 
not located near a neighborhood and is operated by expert managers under a national 
franchise.  

v. Any other factors that may affect the health, welfare, and/or safety of the general 
public. 
 
RESPONSE:  The business will have a positive effect on the health, welfare and safety 
of the general public.  The applicants have many years of experience and are committed 
to operating their business responsibly and in compliance with all applicable ordinances, 
laws and regulations.  They plan to provide a place where residents, those from the 
greater Detroit area, and out-of-town visitors to the hotel can come to experience a full 
service, quality restaurant. 
 

w. Any other factors that City Council may deem proper, provided such considerations 
are reasonable under all of the circumstances. 

RESPONSE:  This application is exactly the type of business which should be granted a 
quota license from the City.  The investment is substantial, and the operators are 
impeccable.  The Applicant should be recognized for this investment and for this project 
which is beneficial to the City’s tax base, its residents and all those who travel to the City 
of Troy.  VIN 809 also provides Troy with the ability to compete for special event 
business.  
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HOTEL 

WALL SQUARE FOOTAGE: 19,504

OPENINGS SQUARE FOOTAGE: 6,895

MAXIMUM SQUARE FOOTAGE PERCENTAGE FOR 10 FT SEPARATION DISTANCE = 45%
PROPOSED OPENINGS PERCENTAGE 6,895 / 19,504 = 35%

WALL SQUARE FOOTAGE: 10,683

OPENINGS SQUARE FOOTAGE: 2,055

MAXIMUM SQUARE FOOTAGE PERCENTAGE FOR 10 FT SEPARATION DISTANCE = 45%
PROPOSED OPENINGS PERCENTAGE 2,055 / 10,683 = 19.2%

REQUIRED PARKING FOR PROPOSED DESIGN

EXISTING 801/803 BUSINESS CENTER 

USABLE SQ. FT. ASSESSED BY THE CITY OF TROY: 122,386 SQ. FT.

(CITY ORDINANCE REQ'S 1 PARKING PER. 300 SQ. FT.)

122,386 SQ. FT. / 300 SQ. FT. = 408 PARKING SPACES

PROPOSED HOTEL W/ RESTAURANT 

HOTEL UNIT COUNT: 2ND FLOOR = 27

3RD FLOOR = 31

4TH FLOOR = 31

5TH FLOOR = 31

TOTAL UNITS = 120 UNITS

(CITY ORDINANCE REQ'S 1 PARKING SPACE FOR EA. HOTEL UNIT & 1 PARKING SPACE FOR EA. 

EMPLOYEE DURING PEEK EMPLOYEE SHIFT)

ESITAMATED PEEK EMPLOYEES PRESENT = 16

TOTAL PARKING FOR PROPOSED HOTEL: 120 + 16 = 136 PARKING SPACES

RESTAURANT SQUARE SQ. FT.: 7,189 SF +/-

(CITY ORDINANCE REQ'S 1 PARKING SPACE PER 2 SEATS IN THE RESTAURANT. SEATING IS TO BE 

DETERMINED BY OCCUPANT LOAD WITHIN THE CURRENT MBC CODE)

ESTIMATED NUMBER OF MAX. OCCUPANCY (PATRONS & EMPLOYEES): 43 PEOPLE

REQUIRED PARKING FOR PROPOSED RESTURANT: 43/2 = 21.5 ~ 22 PARKING SPACES 

TOTAL PARKING REQUIRED

TOTAL PARKING REQ'D FOR EXISTING 801/803 BUSINESS CENTER: 408

TOTAL PARKING REQ'D FOR PROPOSED HOTEL: 136

TOTAL PARKING REQ'D FOR PROPOSED RESTAURANT WITHIN HOTEL:   22

TOTAL PARKING REQ'D 566 PARKING SPACES

IN ACCORDANCE W/ MBC 2015 SECTION 1106 THE REQ'D ADA PARKING SPACES NEEDS

TO 2% OF THE TOTAL REQUIRED PARKING:         566(0.02) = 11.32 ~ 12 ADA SPACES

EXISTING 801/803 BUSINESS CENTER 

• USABLE SQ. FT. ASSESSED BY THE CITY OF TROY: 122,386 SQ. FT.

• OFF-STREET LOADING REQUIREMENTS: (3) SPACES OR 1,500 SQ. FT.

• PROVIDED LOADING AREA: 1,560 SQ. FT.
PROPOSED HOTEL 

• EST. USABLE SQ. FT. FOR THE HOTEL: 15,778. SQ. FT. +/-
PROPOSED HOTEL RESTAURANT 

• EST. USABLE SQ. FT. FOR HOTEL RESTAURANT: 5,622 SQ. FT. +/-

• TOTAL REQUIRED OFF-STREET LOADING REQUIREMENTS FOR 
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TABLE 13.09-A 

OFF-STREET LOADING REQUIREMENTS

UP TO 5,000 SQ. FT. GFA 1 SPACE

5,001 TO 60,000 SQ. FT. GFA 1 SPACE, PLUS 1 SPACE PER EA. 
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60,001 SQ. FT. GFA & OVER 3 SPACES, PLUS 1 SPACE PER EA. 

ADDITIONAL 50,000 SQ. FT. GFA
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