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CITY COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM 

 
Date:  July 7, 2020 
 
 
To:   Mark F. Miller, City Manager 
  
From:  Robert J. Bruner, Assistant City Manager 
  Robert Maleszyk, Chief Financial Officer 
  Lisa Burnham, Accounting Manager 

David Roberts, Fire Chief  
  Peter Hullinger, Assistant Fire Chief 

MaryBeth Murz, Purchasing Manager  
    
Subject: Budget Amendment & Bid Waiver - Breathing Air Compressor – Fire Department 
 
History 
Each fire station has been equipped with a stationary breathing air compressor and fill station for 
over 25 years. These systems are needed and used to fill the breathing air cylinders from the self-
contained breathing apparatus (SCBA) that the firefighters wear for respiratory protection when 
encountering immediately dangerous to life and health (IDLH) situations. Once the air is used from 
the SCBA, it must be filled from an approved and certified breathing air compressor in order to have 
other harmful chemicals removed such as carbon monoxide (CO) and nitrogen. This refilling 
procedure is typically performed at an incident scene by the department’s truck-mounted mobile air 
compressor known as an air tender. Often times, however, these air cylinders are filled at the fire 
station after use at incidents such as car fires or training evolutions where the air tender is not 
present. 
 
These stationary breathing air compressors in the stations have extensive filters and air monitoring 
equipment to make sure that the air meets all necessary quality air requirements. The air in these 
SCBA cylinders is different than “normal” breathing air because the air in the cylinder is “compressed” 
to 4,500 PSI in order to provide 20-30 minutes of breathing. The air, therefore, must be very dry 
otherwise it would freeze from its moisture content (as a result of being compressed) when it comes 
out of the cylinder under “regulated” pressure into the face mask. 
 
The Fire Department has historically had a service contract with various vendors over these many 
years to maintain and repair all of our breathing air compressors. Air quality is tested and any needed 
repairs and adjustments are made on a quarterly basis. A couple of years ago, the breathing air 
compressor at Fire Station 5 had some issues. The entire air compressor needed to be sent back to 
the manufacturer for repairs. Although repairs were made, the manufacturer was unsure if the repairs 
would correct the problem. When it came back and was put back into service, it appeared to be 
operating normally. As time went on, however, an issue arose mainly with the air being contaminated 
with oil from the compressor motor. The vendor has since serviced the unit multiple times but it was 
eventually discovered that the cause was with the air compressor itself and could not be repaired 
any further to correct the issue.  
 


BUDGET AMENDMENT AND BID WAIVER – BREATHING AIR COMPRESSOR – FIRE DEPARTMENT

RESOLVED, That Troy City Council in the best interest of the City WAIVES the bid process and awards a contract to Breathing Air Systems of Reynoldsburg, OH to purchase and install one (1) new Bauer air compressor and fill station at Fire Station #5 for an estimated total cost of $29.990.60; and



BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, That Troy City Council APPROVES a budget amendment to the Capital Projects Fund under the Fire Department for the 2021 Fiscal Year in the amount of $30,000.  Expenditures will be charged to 401.336.338.7978.010 – Fire Operations, General Equipment.
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Purchasing 
It is vital that each station have their own breathing air compressor and fill station. Stations often train 
on multiple days of the week and respond to fire calls at various times of the days. As previously 
mentioned, the air tender is not at every call where the SCBA may be used. It is important, therefore, 
that when a firefighter needs to fill a SCBA cylinder, it is an easy and convenient task. By having a 
breathing air compressor and fill station at each fire station, it ensures that the SCBA will be full of 
air and ready to go into service in a timely manner.  
 
The breathing air compressor at Station 5 is completely out of service and is no longer useable. The 
firefighters must now take SCBA cylinders to another fire station, or the Training Center, in order to 
refill them. This is proving to be a major inconvenience after calls or training sessions, especially at 
night.  
 
Once it became apparent that the entire breathing air system had to be replaced, extensive research 
was done and the Bauer fill station was the best option. Bauer Compressor of Norfolk, VA, is the 
industry leader in breathing air compressor systems, and they have an extensive track record for 
quality and expertise in the industry.  
 
The Fire Department has received a quote of $29,990.60, from Breathing Air Systems of 
Reynoldsburg, OH, the authorized sole-source distributor of the Bauer fill station and the Fire 
Department’s current contracted service provider, to replace and install the new compressor and fill 
station at Fire Station #5. A copy of the quote and the specification information is attached. 
 
Financial  
Unfortunately, the replacement of this equipment was not planned when preparing the Fire 
Department’s FY2020-21 Capital Budget. Since this problem has become apparent at Station 5, and 
due to the nature and age of the remaining air compressor and fill stations in the other fire stations, 
replacing all of the breathing air systems that are exceeding their useful life will be considered in 
future budgets.  
 
The current non-working air compressor and fill station, however, needs to be replaced now. The 
new system would be compliant with the current fire service breathing air standards, and give us 
another 25 years or more of useful life. 
 
The total cost to purchase and install one (1) new air compressor and fill station is $29,990.60. This 
project will require a budget amendment to the Capital Projects Fund under the Fire Department for 
the 2021 Fiscal Year in the amount of $30,000.  Expenditures will be charged to 
401.336.338.7978.010 – Fire Operations, General Equipment. 
 
Recommendation 
Management recommends that the bid process be waived and a budget amendment approved, to 
award a contract to Breathing Air Systems, to purchase and install one (1) new Bauer air compressor 
and fill station at Fire Station #5 for an estimated total cost of $29,990.60.   
















