
 

1 
 

 
CITY COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM  

 
Date:  April 19, 2021 
 
To:   Honorable Mayor and City Council Members  
 
From:  Lori Grigg Bluhm, City Attorney 
  Nicole F. MacMillan, Assistant City Attorney   
 
Subject: Charvelle Carter v. Shearer et. al.   
 
 

 
On Friday, April 16, 2021, a lawsuit was filed against two Troy Police Officers (one identified, the 
other named as “John Doe”) as well as the Louis Vuitton store and a Louis Vuitton sales clerk 
(identified as “Jane Doe”).  It was filed in the federal court (Eastern District of Michigan), and assigned 
to Judge Terrence Berg.   
 
On April 6, 2021, Troy police officers were dispatched to the Louis Vuitton store at Somerset Mall. 
Store personnel reported that Plaintiff attempted to make a purchase, but the store’s credit card 
system showed that the card was stolen both times it was run. The Troy police officers investigated 
the matter, and Plaintiff was temporarily detained as the officers attempted to verify the validity of the 
credit card.  The Officers were unable to immediately communicate with the credit card issuer, and 
released Plaintiff from the scene, but temporarily retained the credit card card until receiving 
confirmation of the status. 
 
After sending out a media press release, Plaintiff subsequently filed this lawsuit, alleging that the 
individual Troy police officers violated her constitutional rights (4th and 14th Amendment), and also a 
separate claim of false arrest.  She has also sued the Louis Vuitton store, and “Jane Doe,” which is 
presumably the sales clerk handling the transaction. She is seeking punitive damages, and damages 
for her embarrassment, loss of reputation, etc.  She does not claim any physical damages.   
 
The proposed resolution authorizes the City Attorney’s Office to defend the Troy Police Officers.  
Please let us know if you have any questions or concerns.   

  


Proposed Resolution:  



[bookmark: _GoBack]RESOLVED, that the Troy City Council hereby AUTHORIZES and DIRECTS the City Attorney’s Office to represent the Troy defendants in the Charvelle Carter v. Shearer et. al, Eastern District of Michigan Federal Court, Case Number 2:21-cv-10856, and AUTHORIZES the payment of necessary costs and expenses, including the retention of any witnesses (including experts) that are required to adequately represent the Troy defendants.  
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