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CITY COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM  

 
Date:  July 1, 2021 
 
To:   Honorable Mayor and City Council Members  
 
From:  Lori Grigg Bluhm, City Attorney 
  Allan T. Motzny, Assistant City Attorney  
 
Subject: Tennille Viau v. Troy et. al   
 

 

 Attached please find a lawsuit filed against the City of Troy and Parks and Recreation 
employees Elaine Bo and Scott Mercer, as well as two unnamed persons, identified as John Doe and 
Jane Doe.  This case was filed in the U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of Michigan, and 
assigned to federal Judge Mark Goldsmith.   
 

According to the Complaint, Ms. Tennille’s 10 year old daughter was enrolled in a summer 
soccer camp in the summer of 2019.  The Complaint alleges that the camp participants were 
segregated into different groups for an exercise, and that these groups were selected based on race.  
She also complains that at the soccer camp, the children were pitted against each other for the 
exercises.  Ms. Tennille complained to the Recreation staff a couple of days later, and pulled her 
daughter out of the soccer camp, receiving a refund of her money.  She has now filed this lawsuit, 
asserting a 14th Amendment Equal Protection Claim, as well as alleging that her daughter was denied 
the ability to participate in the soccer camp.  She also claims that the City is liable, since this 
particular soccer exercise was long standing.   
 

The proposed resolution authorizes the City Attorney’s Office to represent the City’s interests.  
Please let us know if you have any questions or concerns.   

  


Proposed Resolution:  



[bookmark: _GoBack]RESOLVED, that the Troy City Council hereby AUTHORIZES and DIRECTS the City Attorney’s Office to represent the Troy defendants in the Viau v. Troy et. al case, U.S. District Court, Eastern District of Michigan, Case Number 2:21-cv-11169, and AUTHORIZES the payment of necessary costs and expenses, including the retention of any witnesses (including experts) that are required to adequately represent the Troy defendants.  
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