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CITY COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM 

 
Date:  July 21, 2021 
 
To:   Honorable Mayor and Members of the Troy City Council  
  
From:  Lori Grigg Bluhm, City Attorney  
  Julie Quinlan Dufrane, Assistant City Attorney  
  
Subject: Safet “Sam” Stafa v City of Troy   
 
 

The City was served on July 16, 2021 with the attached lawsuit, filed by Safet “Sam” Stafa 
against the City of Troy.  This lawsuit seeks a writ of mandamus or declaratory relief that would 
require the City to approve Plaintiff’s proposed site plan for a development located on the northwest 
corner of Crooks and Wattles Roads.  Plaintiff’s site plan was denied by the Planning Commission on 
November 10, 2020, and Plaintiff subsequently appealed this adverse decision to the Zoning Board of 
Appeals (“ZBA”), where he sought a reversal of the Planning Commission decision, arguing that it 
was arbitrary and capricious.  The ZBA denied Plaintiff’s requested relief with a 4-3 vote at its meeting 
on January 19, 2021. 

 
Plaintiff’s Complaint argues that the City (both the Planning Commission and the Zoning Board 

of Appeals) misapplied the City’s zoning ordinance as it relates to compatibility. Specifically, Plaintiff 
alleges that under Troy’s Zoning Ordinance at Section 8.06.A, “compatibility” only applies where a 
proposed development is adjacent to an existing commercial district. Plaintiff argues it was arbitrary 
and capricious for the Planning Commission to apply the compatibility standard to his proposed 
project. Plaintiff’s Complaint also finds fault with the City’s determination that as proposed, the project 
“lacks adequate transition,” because neither Planning Commission nor ZBA made specific findings of 
fact to support the decision.  Finally, Plaintiff’s Complaint alleges that the City’s recent amendment of 
the Neighborhood Node Zoning Ordinance provisions was done in bad faith and should not apply to 
Plaintiff’s project. 
 

This case has been assigned to Oakland County Circuit Court Judge Jeffery S. Matis.  
The Court will issue a scheduling order shortly after appearances are filed in this case.  

 
A proposed resolution authorizing our office to represent the City’s interest in this matter 

is proposed for your consideration. 
 
 Please let us know if you have any questions concerning this matter.   
 


PROPOSED RESOLUTION: 



RESOLVED, that the City Attorney is hereby AUTHORIZED and DIRECTED to represent the City of Troy in any and all claims and damages in the matter of Safet “Sam” Stafa v Troy (Case No. 2021-189046-AW).



BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City Attorney is also AUTHORIZED to pay necessary costs and fees in the defense of the action.
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