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CITY COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM 

 
Date:  January 10, 2022 
 
To:   Mark F. Miller, City Manager 
  
From:  Robert J. Bruner, Assistant City Manager  

Rob Maleszyk, Chief Financial Officer 
Lisa Burnham, Controller 
Emily Frontera, Purchasing Manager 

 Kurt Bovensiep, Public Works Director 
 
Subject: Budget Amendment – Troy Downtown Development Authority   
 
 
History 
Michigan law (PA 197 of 1975) provides local governments with a unique tool to encourage the 
revitalization of downtowns and business districts. A Downtown Development Authority or DDA may be 
established by a city, village, or township to capture a portion of taxes generated within the identified 
business district and use those funds to construct or improve streets, plazas, pedestrian malls, bridges, 
parks, parking facilities, recreational facilities, and utilities. 
 
The Troy Downtown Development Authority (DDA) was established in the City of Troy in 1993 to 
engage in long-range planning for the downtown area. Several improvements to the 3.5-mile-long 
corridor has been successfully accomplished since its creation, which include the construction of the 
Somerset North Parking Deck and Troy Community Center, widening of Big Beaver and other 
infrastructure improvements, and upgraded street lighting and landscaping.  
 
The current landscaping in the DDA is reaching its end of life. The landscaping had several current 
deficiencies that require consideration in a redesign effort. 

• Lacks consistency because it was developed in two phases and bisected by I-75. 
• Used methodology to create a corridor feel in the median so travelers could not see opposing 

traffic, which has created visual obstructions for business along each side. 
• Designed to have high maintenance annual flowers that need regular irrigation. 
• Spruce trees have pitch borer mass and needle cast. 
• Vegetation and trees are beginning to encroach on themselves and the road. 
• Landscaping in the Diverging Diamond Intersection (DDI) was not contemplated by MDOT 

during the I-75 modernization.   
• Hardscape, specifically the brick paver sidewalk approaches, is at the end of its useful life. 

 
In August of 2021, the City of Troy released an opportunity for interested consultant firms to submit a 
Statement of Qualifications to redesign the landscaping in the DDA. Proposals were evaluated by City 
Management and the DDA Chair. Consultants meeting all the necessary qualifications were then 
evaluated through an interview/presentation process and finally evaluated based on rates to perform 
the various services. OHM Advisors, of Livonia, MI, will be recommended to the DDA Board on 


BUDGET AMENDMENT-Troy Downtown Development Authority

RESOLVED, That Troy City Council hereby APPROVES a budget amendment of $125,000 to the Parks Maintenance Street Island Maintenance- DDA Contractual Services General account to move forward with a contract with OHM Advisors, of Livonia, MI, and the Troy Downtown Development Authority to redesign the landscaping and associated improvements to the publicly owned property within the district.
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January 19, 2022 at the regularly scheduled meeting to establish a contract to begin the redesign of 
the landscaping and hardscape in the DDA corridor.  
 
Financial 
Currently funds are not budgeted for this service and requires a budget amendment for an estimated 
total of $125,000 to the Parks Maintenance Street Island Maintenance- DDA Contractual Services 
General account.  
 
Recommendation 
City Management recommends approving a budget amendment of $125,000 to the Parks 
Maintenance Street Island Maintenance- DDA Contractual Services General account to move forward 
with a contract with OHM Advisors, of Livonia, MI, and the Troy Downtown Development Authority to 
redesign the landscaping and associated improvements to the publicly owned property within the 
district.  
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