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CITY COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM  

 
Date:  January 4, 2022 
 
To:   Honorable Mayor and City Council Members  
 
From:  Lori Grigg Bluhm, City Attorney 
  Nicole F. MacMillan, Assistant City Attorney   
 
Subject: 3385 Rochester Road LLC v. Oakland County and the City of Troy 
 
 

 
Plaintiff filed this federal lawsuit in the Eastern District of Michigan, and it was 

assigned to the Honorable Judith Levy. The Complaint stems from the foreclosure of the 
property (3385 Rochester Road) in 2018 for unpaid taxes. Plaintiff first unsuccessfully 
challenged the foreclosure in the Oakland County Circuit Court.  After Plaintiff’s case 
was dismissed, with the Court finding that Oakland County properly held title to the 
property, the City purchased it from Oakland County and demolished the building, which 
had been unoccupied for nearly 20 years and was blighted. After the building was 
demolished, the City went through a competitive auction process, but there was only 
one bidder.  Aside from recouping the City’s out of pocket costs to acquire and demolish 
the property and the administrative costs of the sale, the City remitted all remaining 
proceeds to Oakland County, pursuant to state law.  

 
Plaintiff then filed this lawsuit against Oakland County and the City.  Plaintiff’s 

Complaint essentially alleges four separate violations against both defendants under 
various theories.  First, Plaintiff alleges an illegal taking under the 5th and 14th 
Amendment, as well as under the Michigan Constitution and state law. Second, Plaintiff 
alleges excessive fines under the 8th and 14th Amendment, as well as under the 
Michigan Constitution. Third, Plaintiff alleges a procedural due process violation under 
the 14th Amendment. Lastly, Plaintiff asserts an unjust enrichment claim. A copy of the 
complaint is attached.   

 
A proposed resolution authorizing our office to defend this action is attached for 

your consideration.  Please let us know if you have any questions or concerns.   
  


Proposed Resolution:  



[bookmark: _GoBack]RESOLVED, that the Troy City Council hereby AUTHORIZES and DIRECTS the City Attorney’s Office to represent the City of Troy in the matter of 3385 Rochester Road LLC v. Oakland County and the City of Troy, Eastern District of Michigan Federal Case Number 21-cv-12785, and AUTHORIZES the payment of necessary costs and expenses that are required to adequately represent the Troy Defendant.  
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