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CITY COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM 

 
Date:  March 7, 2023 
 
To:   Honorable Mayor and Troy City Council Members 
  
From:  Lori Grigg Bluhm, City Attorney  
  Nicole MacMillan, Assistant City Attorney  
 
Subject: Angela Blanchard v. City of Troy et. al  
 
 

The City has been served with the attached lawsuit filed by Plaintiff, Angela Blanchard.  The 
lawsuit stems from an accident that occurred on February 26, 2021 at about 11:30 pm.  On that date, 
a Troy Police Officer was driving southbound on Rochester Road, when he observed a driver on the 
northbound side of Rochester speeding at a rate of approximately 80 MPH.  The Troy Police Officer 
used the turnaround just south of Big Beaver, in an attempt to catch the speeding vehicle. As the Troy 
Police Officer approached Big Beaver, he activated his overhead lights in order to proceed through 
the red light at the intersection. He made it halfway through the intersection at a speed of 
approximately 10 MPH, but as he passed through the second half of the intersection, he was struck 
by Plaintiff’s vehicle. 

 
At the time, Plaintiff did not complain of any injuries, nor did she request an ambulance or 

other medical attention.  Nearly two years later, this lawsuit was filed, and Plaintiff alleges that she 
suffered head, neck and back injuries as a result of the accident.  This lawsuit is filed against the 
Officer, who is alleged to have been negligent or grossly negligent, as well as the City, as the owner 
of the vehicle.   

 
Plaintiff alleges that her damages exceed $25,000, which is the threshold for filing a case in 

the Oakland County Circuit Court.  It has been assigned to Judge Jeffery S. Matis.  The proposed 
resolution authorizes our office to represent the City and Troy Police Officer in this case, and 
approves necessary expenditures required for the defense of the case.   

 
Please let us know if you have any questions about this new lawsuit.   
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PROPOSED RESOLUTION: 



RESOLVED, that the City Attorney is hereby authorized and directed to defend the City of Troy and the Troy Police Officer listed as Defendant in the matter of Angela Blanchard v. City of Troy et. al. (Oakland County Circuit Court, Case No. 2023-198760-NI), and is authorized to pay necessary costs and expenses and to retain any necessary expert witnesses required to adequately represent the defendants.  
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