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CITY COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM  

 
Date:  April 12, 2024 
 
To:   Honorable Mayor and City Council Members  
 
From:  Lori Grigg Bluhm, City Attorney 
  Allan T. Motzny, Assistant City Attorney  
 
Subject: Melvin Matsey v Troy, et al.   
 

 
  

Attached please find a lawsuit filed by Melvin Matsey against the City of Troy and four 
unnamed individuals identified as Troy Police Officers A - D.  This case was filed in the U.S. District 
Court for the Eastern District of Michigan and assigned to Federal District Court Judge Shalina D. 
Kumar.   
 

Melvin Matsey was a suspect in some burglaries in the area and had been under surveillance 
by the Troy Police Department Special Investigations Unit (SIU). On March 9, 2022, at approximately 
8:30pm, Matsey was observed running away from a closed business carrying something under his 
arm before entering and driving away in a vehicle on westbound Maple. SIU officers followed 
Matsey’s vehicle to the intersection of Maple and Coolidge where a vehicle boxing maneuver was 
performed to immobilize Matsey’s vehicle from moving any further. Matsey was removed from the 
vehicle and taken into custody for investigation. The complaint filed by Matsey alleges there was no 
legal basis for the vehicle boxing maneuver and therefore it was a false arrest.  He also alleges that 
the officers’ actions caused him injuries, pain and psychological trauma. Plaintiff’s complaint is 
brought under 42 USC, Section 1983 and it asserts claims under the 5th, 8th, and 14th Amendments of 
the United States Constitution. Plaintiff also asserts state law claims against the individual officers for 
assault and battery, intentional infliction of emotional distress and alleged gross negligence.  He is 
seeking damages in an amount exceeding $75,000 (the federal court threshold amount), plus 
interest, costs and attorney fees. 
 

The attached proposed resolution authorizes our representation of the City’s interests. Please 
let us know if you have any questions or concerns.   

  


Proposed Resolution:  



[bookmark: _GoBack]RESOLVED, that the Troy City Council hereby AUTHORIZES and DIRECTS the City Attorney’s Office to represent Troy’s interests in the matter of Melvin Matsey v City of Troy et al. U.S. District Court, Eastern District of Michigan, Case Number 4:24-cv-120571, and AUTHORIZES the payment of necessary costs and expenses, including the retention of any witnesses (including experts) that are required for adequate representation.
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