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CITY COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM  

 
Date:  August 7, 2024 
 
To:   Honorable Mayor and City Council Members  
 
From:  Lori Grigg Bluhm, City Attorney 
   
Subject: Edward Ross v. City of Troy et. al   
 

 
  

Attached please find a lawsuit filed by former volunteer firefighter Edward Ross against the 
City of Troy and individual City officers.  This case was filed in the Federal District Court and assigned 
to Judge Brandy R. McMillion.   
 

The complaint alleges that the City and/or individual City officials retaliated against Ross for 
exercising speech, which is protected by the First Amendment to the Constitution.  More specifically, 
he challenges that his termination as a volunteer firefighter was based on an impermissible policy, 
and/or an impermissible animus that was triggered by his criticism of the City’s actions concerning 
public safety.  Plaintiff’s civil rights complaint seeks economic and non-economic damages, punitive 
and exemplary damages, and reimbursement of Plaintiff’s attorney fees, as well as any other relief 
the Court deems appropriate.  

 
The proposed resolution authorizes our departmental representation of the City, and our 

insurance company, Michigan Municipal Risk Management Authority, will assign an attorney to 
represent the individual defendants, as requested.  Please let me know if you have any questions or 
concerns.   

 


Proposed Resolution:  



[bookmark: _GoBack]RESOLVED, that the Troy City Council hereby AUTHORIZES and DIRECTS the City Attorney’s Office to represent Troy’s interests in the matter of Edward Ross v City of Troy et al. U.S. District Court, Eastern District of Michigan, Case Number 2: 24-cv-11766, and AUTHORIZES the City Attorney to request our insurance carrier, Michigan Municipal Risk Management Authority, to assign an attorney to represent the individual defendants at the City’s costs, as well as the payment of necessary costs and expenses, including the retention of any witnesses (including experts) that are required for adequate representation.
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which confers Federal question jurisdiction under

42 U.S.C. Sec. 1331.
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